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Modern medicine has provided the means
by which this can be accomplished. For a
variety of reasons these means are not
always used effectively, or there is ignor-
ance of them. Because of this, many
women are faced with an unplanned, or
unwanted pregnancy. To me it is intoler-
able that the State should require a woman
to bear a child she does not want. The
result of such compulsory child-bearing is
also socially damaging.

The second aspect is that of public
health, and it is in this area that members
should be mast concerned, because It is
specifically within the scope of Govern-
ment action.

I have indicated previously that the
more difficult it is to obtain an abortion
the higher is the incidence of death and
morbidity. This arises because more
women are forced to resort to quack
operators, there are more delayed and
hazardous operations, more operations
under unhygienic conditions, there may be
no provision for after-care or for compli-
cations arising from the operation, or
women themselves use inefficient or dan-
gerous methods. There is also a larger
number of unwanted babies, battered
babies, unstable shotgun weddings, and
unmarried mothers struggling to cope in a
society that is unsympathetic and barely
recognises their existence.

All these problems, which could be
vividly illustrated, indicate the scope of
the public health problem created by our
existing law. It is far more prudent that
public health resources be directed at pre-
venting these problems before they arise.
I would not claim, of course, that repeal
of the law will remove them immediately.
What I do claim is that a dramatic reduc-
tion of the problems will follow. The re-
peal of a law which enables us to close our
eyes and pretend these problems are not
there will enable us to deal with them with
greater realism.

Relaxation of abortion laws elsewhere
has inevitably led to an increase in the
number of legal abortions. Their number,
in relation to the number of live barths,
varies considerably, and I could not pre-
dict confidently what the figure will be in
this State. For instance, in South Aus-
tralia the figure is about 2,500. However,
there are still some restrictions in the
South Australian legislation. The estlimate
of the number of abortions throughout
Australia varies between 60,000 -, and
100,000. The figure in Western Australia
is probably about one-twelfth of the Aus-
tralian total. These are only estimates or
guesstimates, as it is very difficult to say
what the figure will be.

Because we have not yet, as a commun-
ity, accepted our duty to Provide sex edu-
cation for our children, I would expect a
significant number of women who wish to
terminate their pregnancies will be single.
This is a trend which I believe exists with

no change in the law and which will con-
tinue no matter what we do with the law.
It will only be changed by recognising the
fact and adopting specific measures to
deal with the specific problem.

As I stated previously, advances in medi-
cal knowledge and drugs have greatly
simplified abortion and made it a minor
operation,' unlikely to give rise to compli-
cations. If these methods are adopted
here, repeal of the law should not cause
undue disturbance to the medical profes-
sion or to hospital services.

In presenting this Bill to members for
their consideration I ask that they recog-
nise that the law has not, and will not,
prevent abortions. I suggest to them that
they recognise that abortion is not a
serious crime but a social and public
health problem which requires a social,
public health, and medical solution.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. W. F. Willesee (Leader of the House).

House adiourned at 8.30 p.m.

Wednesday, the 16th August, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (52): ON NOTICE

I1,

2.

NATURAL GAS
Conversion Costs

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) What is the total cost so far of

gas conversion to metropolitan
consumers incurred by the State
Electricity Commission?

(2) What is the estimated outstanding
amount to be paid in connection
with conversion?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) The State Electricity Commission

has Paid $2,750,000 to the 30th
June, 1972.

(2) $250,000 by the State Electricity
Commission.

TOWN GAS
Comparison of Costs

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) What was the running cost (or If

this is not available the estimated
cost) incurred by the State Elec-
tricity Commission of producing
and supplying town gas to the
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areas in the metropolitan area now
converted to the use of natural gas
for a quarter or any other period
of time for which statistics are
available?

(2) What is the running cost (or
estimated running cost) of pro-
ducing and supplying natural gas
to the same area for a same
period of time?

(3) Would he elaborate on other cost
factors relevant to the required
information of comparison?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) The actual running cost for the

Period July-December 1971 was
$1,564,000.

(2) The estimated running cost for the
period July-December 1972 is
$1,803,000.

(3) The estimated costs are based on
a 15% increase in demand and in-
clude capital charges associated
with conversion.

NATURAL GAS
Consumption, and Metropolitan Users

Mr. MENSAROS. to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) What was the amount of gas con-

sumed in cubic feet (or other unit
measure used by the State Elec-
tricity Commission) for the metro-
politan areas now converted to
natural gas-
(a) for the last quarter (or any

other time unit for which
statistics are available) before
conversion; and

(b) for the first quarter (or for
the same time unit used in
answer to (a)) after conver-
sion?

(2) What was the number of sub-
scribing consumers in the metro-
politan area converted to the use
of natural gas at the end of-
(a) the period given in his expect-

ed reply to (1) (a);
(b) the period given in his reply

to (1) (b) ?
Mr. MAY replied:
(1) (a) The last quarter before con-

version was July-September
1971. Gas consumed 90,704,000
units.

(b) Conversion was
during June 1972.
available yet for
this date.

(2) (a) Nil.

6.

completed
Figures not

period after

(b) Not available, but figure for
June 1972, 65,012.

ARMADALE HIGH SCHOOL
Bus Station

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Will he please advise mec of the

progress with installation of the
safety measures for the pick-up
and delivery of students attending
Arn-adale Senior High School by
bus?

(2) Will he let me have a plan of the
bus station to be developed within
the school grounds?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Drawings of the bus turn-around

area have been completed bY the
Public Works Department and
costs are at present being calcu-
lated.

(2) A plan of the proposal will be sup-
plied on application to the Under
Secretary for Works.

TOWN PLANNING
Swan Location 74: Rezoning of Lots

Mr. O'NEIL. to the Minister for Town
Planning:
(1) Did Miss T. McMahon write to the

Town Planning Department sup-
porting the request for rezoning
lots 105 and 108 Swan Location 74
by Messrs. Robertson and Sharret,
as stated in the answer to part
(4) of Question 46 on Thursday,
10th August, 1972, or to the then
Minister for Town Planning?

(2) Will he table a copy of any letter
to either the Minister or the
department written by Miss Mc-
Mahon regarding this matter?

(3) Did not the Minister for Town
Planning advise Miss McMahon
that he would uphold an appeal
against certain proposals in Mel-
ville City Council's Town Planning
Scheme No. 2 before that scheme
had been submitted to him for
approval?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Relevant correspondence tabled.
(3) Yes. This action was taken by

my predecessor after full examin-
ation of the matter.

The correspondence was tabled (see
paper No. 286).

TOWN PLANNING
Swan Location 74: Rezoning of Lots

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for Town
Planning:

Referring to the answer given to
question 45 on Thursday, 10th
August, 1972-
(1) Does he know of any way in

which a local authority, can
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lodge, with itself, an objection
to a town planning scheme
which it has prepared?

(2) Is not the upholding or reject-
ion by a council of objections
by ratepayers to items In a
town planning scheme tanta-
mount to supporting or
objecting to proposals in the
scheme?

(3) Does not the final paragraph
of his predecessor's letter to
the Melville City Council con-
firming his decision on the
scheme and that part Subject
to mny specific questions in
recent days, say "I suggest
your council advise the six
objectors in accordance with
the contents of this letter,
which represents my final say
in the matter"?

(4) Is not the Minister's decision
in these matters absolute and
final?

(5) If (4) is "Yes" would any use-
ful purpose be served by any
further objection?

(6) Will he now confirm that the
Melville City Council used
every facility available to it to
indicate its objections to the
changes approved by the then
Minister?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

(1) Yes. It is competent for a town
clerk or shire clerk, as the case
may be, to lodge an objection on
behalf of a local authority. This
procedure is not unusual.

(2) and (3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) Answered by (4) above.
(6) No. The Council could have made

special representations to the
Minister.

PRISONS
Damage by Escapees

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister
representing the Chief Secretary:

In view of the increasing number
of escapes, will the Government
accept responsibility for any injury
and property damage caused by
escapees from correction centres?

Mr. MAY replied:

The Criminal Injuries (Compensa-
ion) Act 1970 makes provision for

the payment of compensation for
personal inj uries suffered by
reason of the commission of an
offence.

8. SCHOOLS IN THE NORTH-WEST

Air-conditioning
Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) When was it determined to air

condition the primary school at
Wyndhamn?

(2) When was the work completed?
(3) When was it determined to air

condition the school at Kunun-
u rra?

(4) When will the work be completed?
(5) As it was reported in the Sunday

Times newspaper on 23rd July,
1972 that the Education Depart-
ment was evolving a programme
for air conditioning existing
schools, wvill he advise when the
facility vwill be provided at Gov-
ernment schools at Broome, Derby,
Fitzroy Crossing, Hall's Creek,
Gogo, Christmas Creek and Kim-
berley Downs?

Mr,
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

T. D. EVANS replied:
August, 1970.
June, 1971.
December, 1971.
Tenders close on the 29th August,
1972, and completion is called for
in 8 weeks from acceptance Of
tender.

(5) Air-conditioninig Of schools at
Broome, Derby, Fitzroy Crossing,
Halls Creek, Gogo, Christmas
Creek and Kimberley Downs, will
proceed as finance becomes avail-
able.

9. EMPLOYEES IN NORTHERN
AREAS

Benefits and Conditions:
Differentiation

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for
Labour:

As it was reported to the House
on 21st September, 1971 that he
was, reviewing the question of
differentiation of benefits and
conditions as between salaried and
wages employees in northern areas,
will he inform the House of the
result of his deliberations?

Mr. BICKERTON (for Mr. Taylor)
replied:

The question of district allowance
is currently the subject of bearing
before the Industrial Commission
for Government employees. in-
vestigations are proceeding into
the extension of child allowance to
Government wages employees.
In reply to a question by the
Member for Darling Range on
Thursday, the 10th August, 1972,
advice was given of:

7,
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(a) increasing the sick leave cur-
rently one week for tradesman
to two weeks;

(b) the introduction of compen-
sation payments first at 90%/
and ultimately to 100%1;

(c) consideration of special days
compassionate leave.

The Member would also be aware
of the move by the Government on
behalf of employees in the north-
cern parts of the State to grant to
men and wives such conditions as
flying to Perth and return once a
year at Government expense.
These matters will considerably
reduce the differential.

10. NORTHERN REGIONAL
PRISON

Site
Mr, RIDGE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Chief Secretary:
(1) Is it intended to build the

proposed new northern regional
prison at Broome?

(2) If "No"-
(a) where will the prison be built?
(b) what plans does the Govern-

mient have for maintaining
the existing prison at Broome?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) No decision has been made as yet

upon the location of the new
northern regional prison.

(2) (a) See (1).
(b) The Broome regional prison

will continue to operate at
least until such time as a new
prison is built in the northern
region.

11. POLICE LOCKUP
Derby

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Police:
(1) H-ave tenders been called for the

construction of a police lockup at
Derby to replace the existing
buildings which were erected in
approximately 1886?

(2) If "No" when will tenders be
called?

Mr. B3ICKERTON replied:
(1) No.
(2) When funds are available.

12. BECOME HIGH SCHOOL
Additions

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

When is it anticipated that funds
will be available for the provision
of a science room, a home econ-

omics centre and a manual arts
centre at the Broome Junior High
School?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
Funds have been made available
from the 1972-73 loan allocation.
Tenders for this work close on
22nd August, 1972.

13. PENSIONERS
Free Public rransport

Mr. RIDGE, to the Premier:
Considering his stated policy that
"Free public transport in the
metropolitan area wvill be institu-
ted for pensioners", will he advise
if during the culrrent financial year
it is intended to extend the trans-
port concession to people who are
ineligible for the benefit by virtue
of qualifying for the pension under
the "tapered means test"?

Mr, J. T. TONKIN replied:
Free public transport has been
made available to all aged and in-
valid pensioners carrying a medical
benefits entitlement card and to
certain other categories of pen-
sioners.
It has been found impractical to
extend this benefit to persons
qualifying for Partial pension
under the tapered means test be-
cause of the high cost to the State
and Problems of identification In
the absence of a medical entitle-
ment card.

14. UNEMPLOYMENT
Payment of Electricity Accounts

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Premier:
(1) Has he seen an announcement

that, at the request of the 'r.L.C.,
many hire purchase companies
have taken a sympathetic attitude
to people unable to meet repay-
ments on loans because of unem-
ployment?

(2) Is the State Electricity Commis-
sion extending leniency to those
who, for the same reasons, are un-
able to pay light and powez
accounts?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Consideration is being given in

cases of financial hardship.

15. POLICE STATIONS
North-West: Air-conditioning

Mr. RIDGE, to the Treasurer:
When Is it anticipated that funds
will be available for air condition-
ing the Police stations at-
(a) Broomne;
(b) Derby;
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(c) Wyndhamn;
(d) Hall's Creek;
(e) Fitzroy Crossing?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I am unable to indicate precise
dates at this stage.

EDUCATION
School Starting Age

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Education:

Is there any intention on the part
of the Government to introduce
greater flexibility into the school-
starting age especially in the case
of-
(a) those children whose birth-

days are in the early part of
the year; and/or

Cb) those children whose testing
indicates mental, emotional
and social maturity of the
calibre to enable them to
benefit by starting school
earlier?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
The Government does not propose
to amend the Education Act to
vary the age of admission to
school.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Percentage

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Labour:

What was the percentage of-
(a) the Western Australian work-

force; and
(b) the National workforce,
registered as unemployed for the
month of July In each of the last
15 years?

Mr. BICKERTON (for Mr. Taylor)
replied:

The information requested is only
available from July 1958 and per-
centages from this period to July,
1972 are:-

July

1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972

Western
Australia

2.4
2.3
1.6
2.3
1.9
2.3
1.8
1.1
1.03
0.98
1.17
0.97
1.28
1.60
2.99

Australia

1.6
1.6
1.1
2.7
2.1
1.8
1.0
0.9
1.17
1.32
1.22
0.96
0.96
1.20
1.80

18. CHILDREN IN REMOTE
AREAS8

Commonwealth and State Financial
Assistance

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

What is the extent of financial aid
available from both Common-
wealth and State Governments to
Aboriginal children and children
of European descent who are living
in isolated areas of the State?

Mr. T. D. EVANG replied:
In view of the length of the
schedule which relates to the
answer to this question, I ask leave
for it to be tabled.

The schedule was tabled (see paper
No. 287).

19. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Poseidon Mining Agreement

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Development and Decentralisation:
(1) When does he expect to conclude

the negotiation of a modified
Poseidon agreement, if modifica-
tions are in fact proposed?

(2) When does he expect to introduce
such modications, if any, into
State Parliament for ratification?

Mr. MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:
(1) Not earlier than September, 1972.
(2) Discussions are proceeding with

Poseidon Limited and it has not
yet been determined what, if any,
variations are required to the
Poseidon Nickel Agreement Act,
1971.

20. HIGH SCHOOLS
Enrolments and Upgrading

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister
Education:

for

(1) What is the present enrolment at
Governor Stirling, IKalamunda and
Hampton senior high schools?

(2) What is the anticipated enrolment
for the three schools for the year
1973?

(3) Would he provide a list of senior
high schools situated within a
radius of 30 miles of the G.P.O.,
Perth, and their Present enrolment
figures?

C4) Would he provide a list of high
schools which will be upgraded to
cater for the 4th and 5th year
students in 1973, and the various
schools' present enrolments?
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Mr.
(1)

T. D. EVANS replied:
As at 1st August. 1972, enrolments
were-

Governor Stirling Senior High
School-iS 13.

Kalamaunda Senior High School
-1,060.

Hampton Senior nigh School-
1,349.

(2) Governor Stirling Senior High
School-1,523.

Kalamunda Senior High School-
1,282.

Hampton Senior High School-
1,552.

(3) Enrolment at Senior High Schools
1st August, 1972-

Applecross-1,445.
Armadale-1,458.
Halcatta-1,437.
Belmont--1,382.
Hentley-1198.
Cannington-1,053.
Churchlands-1,352.
City Heach-833.
Cyril JaCkson-968.
Governor Stirling-l 513.
Hamnilton-SO?7.
Hampton-1,349.
Hollywood-356.
John Curtin-1,269.
John Forrest-1,432.
Kalamunda-1,060 (in years 1-4)
Kent Street-1,117.
Kewdale-1,174 (in years 1-4)
Kwinana-1,260.
Melville-1,283.
Mirrabooka-1,021.
Mt. Lawley-1,472.
Perth Modern-1,278.
Rossmoyne-li'??.
Scarborough-i 353.
Swanbourne-750.
Tuart Hill-1,270.

(4) Enrolment at 1st August, 1972-
Halga High School (4th year

pupils in 1973, 5th year pupils
in 1974)-1,029.

Como (5th year pupils in 1973)-
751.

Morley (4th Year Pupils in 1973.
5th year pupils in 1974)-831.

South Fremantle High School
(4th year pupils in 1973, 5th
year pupils in 1974)-937.

21. COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTELS

Shortage of Accommodationl
Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is it anticipated that the proposed

upgrading of junior high schools
to district high schools will Sig-
nificantly lessen the demand for
accommodation at the hostels
attached to senior high schools?

(2) If not, has he any Proposals to
alleviate the acute position at
many hostels where the demand
far exceeds the anticipated avail-
ability of accommodation?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) It is expected there will be some

lessening in demand but the extent
cannot be forecast.

(2) It is not proposed to provide
additional accommodation during
the current financial year mainly
because there are 268 vacancies
spread over 10 of the 14 high
school hostels.

22. This question was postponed.

23. MIDLAND ABATTOIR.
Inspections and Rejections

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many meat inspectors em-

ployed by the Public Health
Department are engaged on in-
spection at Midland abattoir?

(2) How many were employed at Mid-
land in 1963?

(3) How many carcases of beef, pigs,
sheep, and lambs inspected at
Midland were condemned for local
consumption during 1962, 1963,
1970 and 1971?

(4) How many carcases of beef, pigs,
sheep and lambs were inspected
at Midland abattoir for local con-
sumption during the years 1962,
1963, 1970 and 1971?

(5) What were the primary causes of
condemnation and would he pro-
vide the number failing into the
main categories of condemnation
as a percentage of the total local
condemnation for the years 1962,
1963, 1970 and 1971?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) 16.
(2) 12.
(3) 1962-

Cattle-225.
Calves-i.
Sheep-3,654.
Pigs-152.

1963-
Cattle-248.
Calves--2.
Sheep-3,146.
Pigs-As5.

1970-
Cattle and Calves--164.
Sheep and Lambs--20,979.
Pigs-2 93.
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1971-
Cattle and Calves-232.
Sheep and Lambs-32,671.
Pigs-3 12.

(4) 1962-
Cattle-53,058.
Calves-6,032.
Sheep-674,189.
Pigs-Si ,642.

1963-
Cattle-S 8, 184.
Calves-7,749.
Sheep-608,512.
Pigs-52,934.

1910-
Cattle and Calves-30,701.
Sheep and Lambs--474,407.
Pigs-100,9 17.

1971-
Cattle and Calves-29,218.
Sheep and Lambs-649,202.
Pigs-121,5M*.

(5) 1962-Cattle and Calves-
Tuberculosis ..
Traumatic and septic

Sheep-
Gaseous Lymphadenitis
Traumatic and septic

Pigs-
Tuberculosis ... ..
Para-typhoid
Traumatic and septic ..

1963-Cattle and Calves-
Tuberculosis .... ..
Traumatic and septic ..

Sheep-
Gaseous Lymphadenitis
Traumatic and septic ..

Pigs-
Tuberculosis ... ..
Para-typhoid ..
Traumatic and septic

1910-Cattle and Calves-
Tuberculosis ..

Traumatic and septic ..
Sheep-

Gaseous Lymphadenitis
Traumatic and septic ..

Pigs-
Tuberculosis ..

Para-typhoid
Traumatic and septic ..

1971-Cattle and Calves-
Tuberculosis ... ..
Traumatic and septic ..

Sheep and Lambs-
Caseous Lymphadenitis
Traumatic and septic

Pigs--
Tuberculosis
Para-typhoid ..
Traumatic and septic...

5'9
26

85
46

24
9

26

65
42

88
32

11
17
21

62
28

66

24. FRUIT FLAY
Baiting Schemes: Financial Assistance

Mr. NALDER, to the minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it correct that all fruit-fly bait-

ing schemes have continued to
receive financial assistance from
the Government annually?

(2) What are the names of the fruit-
fly baitinga committees that have
received financial assistance, and
what are the amounts for-
(a) 1970-71;
(b) 1971-72?

(3) What are the names of the fruit-
fly baiting committees that have
applied for financial assistance for
the coming season, and what
amnounts have been paid?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) All schemes that have established

a satisfactory case have received
financial assistance.

(2) Scheme 1970-71 1971-72

25.

Applecross 1,000 -
Belmont 1,500 1,800
Dowerin 155 -
Donnybrook 500 -

Eastern Hills 1,800 -
Esperance - 100
Kalgoorie - 1,500
Koorda 130 -
Kwinana 673 300
Maylands 1,500 2,500
Newlands 150 -
South Suburban 3,000 3,000

(3) Applecross-$1,000.
In an answer given in another
place on Tuesday, the 8th August,
to the member for the Bridgetown
area, the amount for Kwlnana was
given as nil. That was an error
which has been corrected in the
statement above by showing
Kwinana as having received $300.
The same correction has been
made in another place.

C. Y. O'CONNOR
V Memorials

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
32 Works;

8(1) How many memorials dedicated to
10 C. Y. O'Connor, are there within

Western Australia?
77 (2) Where are the memorials posit-
50 jonied?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
72 (1) and (2) Busts of C. Y. O'Connor
60 stand at Victoria Quay, Fremantle;

Mun daring Weir; and Kingsbury
38 Park, Kalgoorlie. The C. Y,
15 O'Connor museum at Mundaring
27 Weir also serves as a memorial to
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him. The portrait of him painted
posthumously from photographs
hangs in Parliament House.
He is further remembered by nmn-
erous small memorials but it is not
known how many of these exist.
Examples of these are the plaque
on the Barracks archway and the
likeness which hangs in the hail of
the Western Australian Division of
the Institution of Engineers Aus-
tralia.

26. FERTILISERS
Works and Price

Mlr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many fertiliser plants are

operating in this State?
(2) Hayr any fertiliser plants ceased

operating in this State during the
past three years?

(3) Has the price of fertiliser varied
during the past three years. and,
if so, what have been the price
variations in that period?

(4) Have the conditions of purchase
of fertiliser varied during the past
three years?

(5) Has the price of phosphatic rock
and sulphur used in fertiliser
manufacture increased or decreas-
ed during the years 1970-71 and
1971-72?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Seven.
(2) One.

(3) Yes. Since 1068 there has been a
net decrease of thirty cents per
ton in the price of bulk super-
phosphate.

(4) No.
(5) Particulars of these are not avail-

able to my department.

27. ALUMINA REFINERIES

Pacminex and Alwest: Joint Venture
14r. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) Are the alumina companies Pac-

mines and Alwest considering a
combined venture?

(2) If so, what areas are being con-
sidered for the establishment of
such a venture?

(3) What effect will this have on the
proposed Aiwest project at Dan-
bury?

Mr. MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:

(1) No.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

28 ABATITOIRS
T.L.C.-U.F.G.A.: Public Subscriptions

Mr, WILLIAMS, to the Attorney-
General;
(1) Now that the Government has

decided against giving a guarantee
for the T.LC.-U.F.G.A. abattoirs
project and because of the "Pros-
pectus" issued by the organisation,
what becomes of the moneys which
the Public may have subscribed to-
wards this venture?

(2) What process is available to a
member of the public to have his/
her subscription returned?

(3) Can he say what is the amount of
money subscribed by the public
towards the proposed venture?

Mr, T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Presumably the moneys are re-

fundable.
(2) As an advertisement in The West

Australian of the 6th December,
1971 invited subscribers to pay fees
to Secretary, U.P.G.A. Boyup
Brook, it is suggested applications
for refund could be adressed to the
secretary.

(3) No.

29. ABATTOIRS
T.L.C.-U.F.G.A.: Feasibility Study

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Premier:
(1) Now that the Government has

decided against issuing a guaran-
tee for the T.L.C.-U.F.G.A. abat-
toir project and having regard for
the answer he gave to me on Wed-
nesday, 19th April, 1972 to ques-
tion 27, who now pays for this
feasibility study?

(2) Has the Government been re-
quested to assist in this regard?

(3) If so, what is the result of the
request?

Mr. J, T. TONKIN replied:
(1) The Member's guess is as good as

mine.
(2) No.
(3) Answered by (2),

30. ALUMINA REFINERY
Patmninex: Site at Mischfea

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation:

Is it a fact that the new Pac-
mines site is at Muehea?

Mr. MAY (for Mr. Graham) replied:
No, the feasibility of several
alternative sites is still under con-
sideration.
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31. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

Expansion: Legislation
Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:

When does be intend to introduce
legislation to expand friendly
society pharmacies?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
No decision will be made on the
future of these pharmacies at least
until after 1 have discussed the
position with the W.A. Branch of
the Pharmacy Guild of Australia.

32. CONTRACEPTIVES

Dr.
(1)

Sale in Sex Shop
DAIJOTR, to the Premier:
Further to question 8 of Tuesday,
15th August, 1972 does he realise
that many of the devices on sale
at the sex shop may also be of a
contraceptive nature?

(2) If so, how does he reconcile this
with his reply to that question?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Without the apparently complete

knowledge which the Member has
concerning devices on sale at the
sex shop, I am unable to form an
opinion which would enable me
properly to determine the question
posed.

(2) Answered by (1).

33. FREEWAYS
Plan

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:
(1) What are the routes for the pres-

ent and future planned for free-
ways within the metropolitan
region?

(2) Will he present me with a plan
showing these routes?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) and (2) The metropolitan region

scheme includes reservations for a
network of freeways. Many of
these are schematic. As more de-
tailed planning proceeds, amend-
ments are made to the reserva-
tions in accordance with the prov-
isions of the region scheme. It
would not therefore be possible to
present a Plan of the freeways
with any certainty that it is an
accurate representation of the
likely construction of such roads.

34. TREE SOCIETY AND OTHER
OROANISATIONS

Government Grants
Mr. RUTSHTON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Will he advise the House the

names of the organisations receiv-
ing grants and subsidies from the

Government in the years I969-7O
1970-71 and 1971-72 and th .e
amounts received in each case?

(2) Was the Government grant for
the flTee Society cancelled for the
year 1971-72?

(3) If so, what was the reason for this
decision?

(4) Does this show the Government
does not value the work of the
Tree Society?

(5) Will he advise the names of the
organisations and the amount in-
volved for the year 1971-72 for any
society or individual, etc. who has
been treated similarly to the Tree
Society by the Government reduc-
ing or cancelling its grant or sub-
sidy?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) This information can be obtained

from the estimates of revenue and
expenditure for the years con-
cerned.

(2) No.
(3)
(5)

and (4) Answered by (2).
Grants and subsidies are reviewed
annually and may be increased,
reduced or terminated according
to circumstances. Examples of
such variations are to be found in
the estimates.

35. WATER SUPPLIES
Tunnel: Canning flam-Roleystone
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Have alternatives for the bringing

of additional water supplies from
the hills storage reservoirs other
than the recently announced tun-
nel been investigated?

(2) If so, will he please let me have
a copy of the details of these in-
vestigations?

(3) On what date was the tunnelling
Project from Canning Dam to
Roleystone referred to the Envir-
onmental Protection Authority?

(4) When will tenders be called for
the tunnelling?

(5) Will the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority report be received
and considered before tenders are
called?

(6) How will Lady McNess Drive be
affected by the construction of the
Canning portal and connecting
pipelines?

(7) Does the present planning allow
for the Roleystone portal to be
sited south of the present de-
clared site if it should be short
this will be to the advantage of
the local residents and the en-
vironment without disadvantage
to the tunnel scheme?
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(8) Is the opportunity being taken to
improve the surrounds of the Can-
ning Dam and Churchman Brook
Reservoir for the public use and
added attraction to tourists by
taking full advantage of the spoil
from the tunnel excavation?

(9) If "Yes" to (8) what are the plans
in this regard?

(10) If "No" to CS) why is this oppor-
tunity not being taken?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Three proposals were considered:

(i) 18,300 ft. of tunnel and the
associated 0.72 miles of pipe-
line;

Cii) two short tunnels or 1,890 ft.
and 2,180 ft. respectively with
a total of 4.2 miles of 54 in.
pipeline to complete the link.

(iii) pipelines only, total length
5.1 miles.

(3) 28th July, 1972.
(4) Mid-October, 1972,
(5) Yes.
(6) It will be necessary to close Lady

McNess Drive during construction.
C7) The tunnel has been carefully

located having regard to many
f actors. However, consideration
will be given to the preferences of
local residents, as far as is prac-
ticable.

(8) Yes.
(9) Plans are under consideration by

the landscaping section of the
architectural division of the Public
Works Department with a view to
making best use of the excavated
material that will become avail-
able.

(10) Not applicable.

FISHING
Annual Catch, and Imvorts

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna:
(1) What is the amount of wet fish

caught in Western Australia in
each year since 1968?

(2) Of this figure how much is used
for-
(a) consumption:
(b) bait and other purposes,
during this period?

C3) what Is the amount of fish im-
ported into Western Australia
for-
(a) consumption;
Cb) bait -and other purposes,
f rom-

Ci) overseas;
(it) interstate sources?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) Production of wet fish in live

weight for Western Australia:
lb.

1967-68 .... 16,747,000
1968-69 .. 12,425,000
1969-70 ... 12,592,000
1970-71 ..- 12,295,000

C2) Breakdown of usage of fish not
known.

C3) Ca) Imports of edible fisheries
products into Western Aus-
tralia;-

lb.
1967-68 ... 6,444,000
1968-69 ... 8,219,000
1969-70 .... 7,930,000
1970-71 __9,790,000

(b) Not available. However,
estimated 18,000,000 lbs. of
fish bait used in Western Aus-
tralia from sources both with-
in and outside Western Aus-
tralia.

37. RURAL UNEMPLOYMENT
Relief: P.W.D. Projects

Mr. BLAUCIE, to the Minister for
Works:

Will he advise the-
Ca) number of men employed;
Cb) locality of employment;
(c) nature of employment,
by his department relative to
Commonwealth rural unemuploy-
ment assistance?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:-
Ca) 269.
(bi Various country centres, e.g.

Bunbury, Albany, Harvey,
Nor thamn, Merred in, Kellerber-
rn, Norseman, Narrogin,
Katanning and Pingelly.

(C) 0) Demolition of redundant
jetties at Bunbury and
Albany.

(ii) Irrigation channel lining.
Qhi) Pipe painting.
0iv) Bunbury and Albany

sewerage construction.
Cv) Catchmwent rehabilitation

at various centres.
(vi) Sundry water supply

headworks and reticula-
tion improvements.

38. RURAL UNEMPLOYMENT
Relief: S.E.C. Projects

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Electricity:

Will he advise-
(a) number of men employed;
(b) locality of employment;
(C) nature of employment,
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by his Department relative to
Comnmonweaith rural unemploy-
ment assistance?

Mr. MAY replied.
(a) 39.
(b) Albany-Geraldton-Picton.
(c) General labouring with some

tradesmen.

39. BUSSELTON JETTY
Removal of Facilities

Mr. BLAlKIE, to the Minister for
Works:

Will he ensure that facilities on
the Busselton jetty will not be
removed until negotiations with
his department and the Shire of
Busselton have been finalised?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
The facilities provided by the Gov-
ernment wvill not be removed,
pending negotiations with the
shire.

40. MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
AND HOSPITALS

Acquisition of Buildings
Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:

Would he list all hospitals and
other buildings bought or acquir-
ed by the Government for the
Medical Department or any other
hospitals in the 12 months prior
to 30th June, 1972?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
Yes.
Derby-i house for nursing ac-

commodation (residence of Ad-
ministrator for North West).

Kalgoorlie-3 staff houses.
King Edward Memorial Hospital-

1 house at 399 Bagot Road,
Subiaco.

Kununurra-I staff house.
North am-i staff house,
Pinjarra.-I staff house.
Port Hedland-1 staff house.
Wyndham-1 staff house.

41, RAILWAYS
Bridgetown Depot

Mr. REID, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Railways:
(1) How many staff are employed by

the W.A.G.R. at Bridgetown?
(2) How many would need to be trans-

ferred if the locomotive depot were
closed?

(3) Is the locomotive depot to be
closed?

(4) If "Yes" when?

(5) How many houses are owned by
the W.A.G.R. in Bridgetown?

(6) H-ave any of these homes been
offered to W.A.Q.R. employees?

(7) If so, how many and at what
prices?

(8) Are W.A.G.R. employees who pur-
chase these homes assured of
continuous employment in Bridge-
town?

(9) If not, is the W.A.G.R. prepared
to pay travelling expenses to near-
est point of employment?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) 58.
(2) 24.
(3) Not at present, but the position is

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

42.

under examination.
Answered by (3).
15.
No.
to (9) Answered by (6).

HOUSING
Country Towns: Maintenance

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) When tenders are called for paint-

ing and general repairs to State
Housing Commission homes in
country towns, is preference shown
to local tradesmen?

(2) If so, what percentage nargin is
allowed?

(3) Why are not forms always sent to
local authorities nominated in the
tender advertisement?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) The maintenance element in the

commission's rental income is
limited, and hence maintenance
costs must be kept to a minimum
consistent with preservation of as-
sets. In the light of this it is
normal policy to award a mainten-
ance contract to the lowest
tenderer with the technical and
financial capacity to complete the
contract satisfactorily.

(2) No Preferential percentage margin
is allowed to local contractors
since it is considered they should
normally have a competitive ad-
vantage over contractors from
outside their district.

(3) The practice when advertising
tenders is to send a number of
copies of specifications-assessed
on expected contractor interest-
to the commission's agent. Where
the number is inadequate, there is
an Inadvertent omission, or copies
do not reach the destination, It
is expected the agent wvill advise
head office and copies will be pro-
vided.

2568



tMednesday, 16 August, 19721 26

43. ORCHARDS

Tree-pull Scheme
Mr. REID, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:.
(1) Will an orchardist removing only

part of his orchard be eligible for
compensation under the tree-pull
scheme?

(2) How should interested growers
apply for participation in the
scheme?

(3) As the scheme expires on 30th
June, 1973, how soon will orchard
assessments commence?

(4) Will he give top priority to imple-
menting the scheme because of
impending spraying and other
horticultural activities which if
undertaken will limit and reduce
the success of the whole plan?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes, if he would have difficulty in

making arrangements to finance
the tree-pull himself and provid-
ing he can survive on a re-
arranged farming programme.

(2) Through the Rural Reconstruction
Authority which will advise on the
form of application.

(3) Soon after receipt of applications.
(4) These Problems were anticipated

and preparations for imnplementa-
tion of the scheme were com-
menced some time ago.

44. DROUGHT RELIEF
North-Eastern Goldfields

Mr. COYN'E, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Has the report by the drought

relief committee appointed by the
Government to inquire into the
drought situation in the north
eastern goldflelds area been sub-
mitted to the Government?

(2) If so, has he had an opportunity
to study the report?

(3) If (2) is "Yes" does he intend to
table the report in the House and
when will it be made public?

(4) Have approaches been made to
the Commonwealth Government
for a specific grant for the purpose
of drought relief to this above-
mentioned area?

Mr.

(1)
H. D. EVANS replied:

to (3) The report has been sub-
mitted to the Drought Finance
Committee but has not yet been
received by the Government.

rangements provide that the State
will meet the first $1 million of
expenditure on drought in any
financial year.

45. POLICE: STATION
Leonora

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Police:
(1) What is the situation regarding

the establishment of a new police
station at Leonora?

(2) If this building is to be pro-
ceeded with, will he indicate when
it is anticipated that a start on
the project will be made?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) Subject to funds being available,

a new station will be constructed
during 1972-73.

(2) Answered by (1).

46. LEGAL AID SCHEME
Means Test

Mr. BRYCE, to the Attorney-General:
(1) When was the present legal aid

scheme established in Western
Australia?

(2) H-ow many people-
(a) applied for:
(b) actually received,
assistance under the provisions of
the scheme in 1969, 1970 and
1971?

(3) What is the current means test
applied to People who seek legal
aid under the scheme?

(4) When was the means test last
revised?

Mr. T, D, EVANS replied:
(1) 4th October, 1971. Another form

of assistance prevailed before that
date.

(2) From 4-10-71
1969-70 1970-71 to date

(a) 1624 1650 2336
(b) 528 565 1100

(3) Regulations 3, 4, 5 and 6 set out
the method of computing income
and capital. If the applicant's ex-
pendable income is $1,500 or more
per annum and the expendable
capital is $1,500 or more, the ap-
plicant is not eligible for aid.

(4) 4th October, 1971.

47.

(4) There is no prospect of such an
approach being successful as exist-
ing Commonwealth financial ar-

MIGRANTS
Housing Companies Nomination Scheme

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) When was the housing companies

nomination scheme for migrants
commenced in Western Australia?
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(2) Since its inception how many 49. CATTLE AND SHEEP
migrants have arrived in Western
Australia through the housing
companies nomination scheme?

(3) Which housing companies have
participated in the scheme in
Western Australia?

(4) How many migrants have been
brought to Western Australia by
each of the respective companies
up to June 1972?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) March 1965.
(2) 2,949 families.
(3) Realty Development Corporation

Pty. Ltd.
Landall Construction and Develop-

ment Co. Pty. Ltd.
General Agency Co.
T. S. Plunkett Pty. Ltd.
A. V. Jennings Industries (Aus-

tralia) Ltd. (Approved but did
not proceed with nominations).

Families
(4) Realty Development

Landalls I.. ..
General Agency
Plunketts

918
1,270

311
450

Statistics of arrivals under this
nomination scheme apply to family
units only and not total individual
arrivals.

CREDIT UNIONS

Legislation

Mr. BRYCE, to the Attorney-General:
Pursuant to my question 17 of the
Chief Secretary on 9th August,
when the entire matter of con-
sumer credit has been considered
if it is decided to introduce legis-
lation for the control of credit
unions' activities, will he circulate
the legislative proposals to all
Western Australian credit unions
with a view to receiving sugges-
tions for proposed amendments?

-Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
Consideration will be given to the
Member's request no doubt by the
Minister for Consumer Protection
if and when such legislation is
contemplated. The entire matter
of consumer credit is still under
consideration by the standing
committee of Attorneys-General.
Upon completion of deliberation
of this committee a report will be
furnished to the Minister for Con-
sumner Protection.

Brucellosis
Mt LEWIS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) What detailed plans are there for

the eradication of brucellosis in-
(a) cattle;
(b) sheep;
in this State?

(2) What funds--
(a) Commonwealth;
(b) State,
wuill be spent on this campaign
during the current year?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Detailed plans have been pre-

pared and are being implemented
for the eradication of brucellosis
of cattle. These plans have been
publicised in Departmental press
releases. There are no plans for
eradication of brucellosis in sheep.
which is a disease unrelated to the
cattle disease.

(2) Is it anticipated that approximate-
ly $205,000 will be spent by the
State with an equal Common-
wealth contribution during 1972-
73, on the combined eradication
programmes of tuberculosis and
brucellosis. It is not possible to
separate expenditures in respect
of each disease as the eradication
programmes are closely inter-
twined.

50. COMMONWEALTH AID
ROADS FUND

Quota
Mr. MePHARLIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Trans-
port:

Further to part (2) of my question
23 on 4th May, 1972-
(a) what expenditure has the

Main Roads Department had
to meet as not acceptable to
the Commonwealth as "road
expenditure";

(b) what essential stores and
materials suspense accounts
had previously been financed
from Commonwealth funds?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(a) The following expenditure is

not acceptable to the Com-
monwealth as road expendi-
ture:

9
1969-70 6,610,238
1970-71 4,748.761
1971-72 .. 4,443,500 (estimate)

(b) Ci) Operational stores of all
descriptions.

(ii) Rock screenings.
(iii) Bitumen.
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51. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
Motor Vehicles

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) Do his records show how many

motor trucks, motor cars and other
vehicles owned by State Govern-
ment departments were in service
in Western Australia at 30th June,
1972?

(2) If so, what is the total for all
departments?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) No. However, the information can

be obtained and will be made
available to the Member by letter.

(2) Answered by (1).

52. NURSING HOMES
Suspension of Licenses

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:

Would he consider suspending
new licenses for nursing homes for
six months so that the Medical
Department may have time to
study and examine a statement on
the future use of nursing homes?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
The Mvember's question is not
understood. Neither the Public
Health Department, which is the
responsible authority for register-
ing nursing homes, or the Medical
Department has any knowledge of
the statement referred to.

QUESTIONS (B): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. PORT OF BUSSELTON

Closure: Deregistration of Waterside
Workers

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Following the decision of the Gov-

ernment to close the Port of Bus-
selton as a Port, does this mean
that the Busselton waterside work-
ers will be deregistered?

(2) If not, what will be their category
of registration and what will be
their port of registration?

(3) If they are deregistered because of
the Government decision to close
Busselton as a Port, what alter-
native employment is proposed and
where?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) This question is now un-

der consideration by the Stevedor-
ing Industry Authority and the
General Secretary of the Water-
side Workers' Federation of Auis-
tralia.

(3) Until the matter referred to in (1)
and (2) is resolved, the question
of alternative employment does
not arise. However, it Is Pointed
out that all registered members of
the Busselton Branch of the
Waterside Workers' Federation
work, to a greater or lesser degree,
as wharf labourers on a part-time
basis only.

2. TOWN PLANNING
Swan Location 74: Rezonting of Lots

Mr. O'NEIL: to the Minister for
Town Planning:

My question relates to the an-
swer given to question 5(l) on
today's notice paper. It is neces-
sary for me to give a brief ex-
Planation. I asked a question as
to whether a certain Person had
written to the department, as
stated in the answer to a pre-
vious question, or to the then
Minister for Town Planning. The
answer given by the Minister to-
day was "Yes." Will the Minis-
ter differentiate between whether
this person had written to the
department as stated, or to the
Minister? The answer to the
question must be that the per-
son had written to one or the
other, and should not merely be
"Yes."

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Not necessarily.

Mr. DAVIES replied:
Miss McMahon did write to the
Minister. The honourable mnem-
ber wants me to differentiate be-
tween the department and the
Minister. I would ask him whe-
ther there is any difference.

Mr. O'Neil: Yes there Is.
Mr. DAVIES: If the honourable mem-

ber examines the letters which
have been tabled he will see the
way in which they have been ad-
dressed.

Mr. O'Neil: I have not had time to
see them.

Mr. DAVIES: I am replying to the
honourable member from mem-
ory.

3. TOWN PLANNING
Swan Location 74: Rezoning of Lots

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for Town
Planning:

In answer to question 5 (3) on
today's notice Paper the Minister
said "Yes." Then he pointed out
this action was taken by his pre-
decessor after a full examination
of the matter. My question is
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how did he make a full examinia-
tion of the matter if he did not
have the town planning scheme
before him?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
There is some difficulty in
answering on behalf of my pre-
decessor.

Si r David Brand: I am sure this is a
very honest answer!

Mr. DAVIES: As I understand the
position, there was some agitation
towards this aspect of the town
planning scheme. Indeed, I be-
lieve that Miss McMahon was
constantly on the telephone to
the department. In an effort to
give some peace to the officers to
whom she had been referring,
they looked at this particular
aspect taken as a single item, and
not related to the rest of the
appeals. Having done this and
having relieved the officers from
constant agitation, the Minister
apparently made up his mind and
notified her of the position, as
will be seen from the correspon-
dence tabled. If the honourable
member had used his brains a
little he would have been able to
work it out for himself.

Mr. O'Neil: The decision was made
before the Minister had the town
planning scheme before him.

ABATTOIRS
T.L.C. -U.F.G.A.: Feasibility Study
Mr. WITLAMS, to the Premier:

I hope we can now give the
guessing game away, because my
guess is as good as that of any-
body else. Does the Government
intend to grant assistance to the
Trades and Labor Council and the
United Farmers and Graziers
Association, or either of these
organisations, in the payment of
the feasibility study that has been
undertaken?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
Most definitely "No."

5. TRAFFIC CONTROL
Report by Superintendent Monck
Mr. NALDER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

With reference to question 6 with-
out notice which I asked on the
1oth August as to whether a re-
port had been received by the
Minister for Police from Superin-
tendent Monek relating to his
overseas visit, and the answer
given by the Minister for Housing,
has he now any information as to
whether Inspector Monck is to
make a report?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
I thank the Leader of the Country
Party for the courtesy of giving
me some notice of this question.
From inquiries made I find that
a report is to be compiled, and it
is expected to be in the hands of
the Minister for Police some time
this week.

CONTRACEPTIVES
Sale in Sex Shop

Dr. DADOUR, to the Premier:
As the Premier has no knowledge
of the sex shop will he obtain
this and give an answer to MY
question on today's notice paper?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
If the member for Subiaco will
add to the knowledge he already
possesses, and pass it on to me,
I will give further consideration
to the question.

ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Abolition: Legislation

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is it intended that a Bill to

abolish road maintenance tax
will be introduced during this
session of Parliament?

(2) If not, is it intended to intro-
duce a Bill in the March session
of 1973?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1.) and (2) The matter is still under

consideration.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Applications and Approvals
Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many applications have been

made to the Rural Reconstruction
Authority for assistance since its
inception?

(2) How many applicants have been
given assistance?

(3) How many applications have been
refused?

(4) How many have been refused
when first applying but have been
successful with a subsequent ap-
plication?

(5) How many applications are still
being considered?

Mr. HI. D. EVANS replied:,
(1) 1427.
(2) 469.
(3) 914 refused-lB withdrawn by

applicants before a decision was
given.

(4) 140,
(5) 26.

4.
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PORT OF BUSSELTON

Closure: Grievance
MR. BLAIXIE (Vasse) [5.10 p.m.]: I

take this opportunity to bring before the
House a matter which 1, and I trust the
House will do likewise, regard as of great
concern. I will refer to the sequence of
events which took place from the 23rd
July, 1972, when a proclamation was pub.-
lished in the Government Gazette by
Executive Council. This declared that the
Port of Husselton was to be closed for the
purpose of shipping as from the 1st Sep-
tember, 1972.

Following the announcement which was
made under this proclamation and the
subsequent meetings which took place, the
shire council arranged for me and my
colleague in another place to lead a depu-
tation to the Premier in respect of this
matter, which is regarded as a very serious
blow to Husselton and its district. The
deputation was arranged. However, the
Premier indicated that the deputation
should meet the Minister for Works.

When we met the Minister for Works on
Friday last we asked that the Port of
Busselton be allowed to continue for a
period of at least two years, to give the
people engaged in the working of that
port and the local authority an oppor-
tunity to discuss the situation.

It was also established in evidence that
there was a possibility of developing the
fishing Potential in the area; however, the
most significant factor we put up was that
if the Port of Busselton was to be saved,
the maintenance of the facilities be
carried out on a limited basis. As far as
the importance of the Port of Husselton
is concerned, I can say it has been of
great significance for almost a century.
AS one of the parliamentary representa-
tives for the area I know the Government
is most conscious of the fact that the use
of the Port of Husselton for the shipment
of timber has waned in recent years.

Various circumstances have led me to
believe that there are great possibilities
for the future of this port, and they lie in
the development of the fishing potential.
These possibilities are quite separate from
the purpose for which the port was
originally intended.

We appreciate the fact that the Govern-
went has spent $50,000 per year in restruc-
turing the facilities that exist. Taking
all this Into account we find the jetty is
in excellent order, and probably it is in
the best condition it has been in during
the last 20 years.

The most significant factor is that there
are a number of men who are registered as
wvaterside workers at Busselton, who work
there, and who depend on this work for
their living. When they are not working
at Busselton they work as waterside work-
ers at Bunbury under an interport trans-
fer arrangement.

This is the sequence of events up to
date. I believe the Minister has bungled
in proclaiming the closure of the Port of
Busselton; and I say he has bungled for a
number of reasons. In the first instance
when it was intended to close the port the
announcement was made in the Govern-
ment Gazette. There was no communica-
tion by the Minister to the local authority
concerned. The only communication I
have received was in response to a reply-
Paid telegram which I sent to the Minist-
er asking whether the port was to be
closed. Up to Friday last neither the local
authority nor the local people-the water-
side workers-concerned, and to a lesser
degree the local member of Parliament
had received any official communication
relating to the closure of the port. I
regard this as a breach of protocol. I
think this is a matter which should have
been considered by the local people who
are vitally affected.

Another reason the Mvinister has bungled
on this question is that hie was not aware
of the minimal cost involved to maintain
the jetty and the facilities so as to retain
the use of the Port over the next two years.
This point was raised in argument by the
deputation which met the Minister. I do
not think he is aware of the minimum
amount that is required to maintain the
existing facilities.

I am Positive also that the Minister is
not aware at the financial loss to the
Busselton district, or of the financial re-
turn that is brought into the district by the
waterside workers and others concerned
with the Working of these facilities. This
amount approximates $40,000 a year; and
it has been brought in each year since
1967.

We have a Government which prides
itself on its advocacy of decentralisation,
and it declares that it is carrying
out the objectives of decentralisation;
and I have seen how those supporting the
Government have criticised the Common-
wealth Government at every turn for fail-
ing to relieve the unemployment situation.
I ask: What has the present Government
in Western Australia done in this regard?
in the case of the Port of Busselton the
Government by one callous act has done
away with the livelihood of some people
of the district, in a cold-blooded and ruth-
less manner. This happened merely be-
cause the Minister was not aware of the
circumstances which appertain at this
Point of time.

While the deputation was with the Min-
ister he read the minutes from the De-
partment of Development and Decentrali-
sation concerning the future usage of
Busselton as a port for export based on
timber which was written last March. Six
months have passed since then and much
has happened and the tragedy is the Min-
ister was not aware of it.
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The other vital point is that the Minis- The situation is that I sought the guid-
ter was not aware of the number of regis-
tered waterside workers in Husselton. One
of the results of the deputation was re-
ported in the following which appeared in
The West Australian on the 12th
August:-

Mr. Jamieson assured the deputa-
tion that Waterside Workers' Federa-
tion members living in Busselton but
working in Sunbury would be able to
continue to do so.

I was very appreciative of that informa-
tion last Friday.

Mr. Jamieson: Tell the truth.
Mr. BLAlKIE: I asked the Minister ex-

actly the same question in the House on
Tuesday-

Mr. Jamieson: Tell the truth.

Mr. BLAIKIE: -and the reply was that
this is a matter which does not come with-
in the jurisdiction of his portfolio. Three
days previously we were given an assur-
ance, but now it is not within the juris-
diction of his Portfolio.

Today the Premier answered a similar
question by my leader who was told that
the matter is now under consideration.
What a tremendous benefit! Why was the
matter not under consideration six months
ago, before the Government acted?

Mr. Hutchinson: Hear, hear!

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has one minute remaining.

Mr. BLAIKIE: I regard the action of
the Government as completely contempt-
ible. It has ignored the people concerned.
The final straw was that the transcript
of the deputation was not available due to
mcchanical fault.

I find this is most unfortunate. I am
not casting any slur on the Minister or
his officers for the mechanical fault, but
I believe the transcript of the deputation
would have given further evidence of the
matter I have raised.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont-.Minister for
Works) [5.17 p.m.]: It is always unfortun-
ate when some traditional port area such
as the one under discussion has to be
closed down, and I am not unmindful of
the problems it can create. Indeed, I was
so mindful on this occasion, despite what
the local member has said, that I took
a considerable amount of trouble not only
to investigate on MY own, but also to
explain to the deputation what I had done.
However. the honourable member gave me
no credit for that at all. of course this
was not his side of the case.

Mr. Blaile: What about the assurance
you gave to the men last Friday?

Mr. JAMIESON: I will come to that
directly, and the honourable member
should tell the truth on that too.

ance of the Minister for Development and
Decentralisation knowing full well that
if I could find any way to help the port
it would be through his department. He
had the matter thoroughly examined and
on no fewer than two occasions it was
referred back to him again after several
months. I finally made further sugges-
tions including one that the sleepers for
the standardisation of the railway line to
Esperance could be transshipped through
Busselton to Esperance rather than by
railway; but all to no avail because the
Msinister for Development and flecen-
tralisation was able to demonstrate that
this would considerably increase the cost
of the sleepers to the project and it was
just not a feasible proposition.

In order to keep a gang of eight perma-
nently employed on the wharf the Govern-
ment is faced with the expenditure of in
the vicinity of $50,000 a year.

Mr. Blaikie: What about you being
truthful? That was not asked for.

Mr. JAMIESON: I am talking about the
expenditure involved up to this point in
keeping the gang working on the wharf.
Eight have been employed in this capacity
-one leading hand and seven others-
and members have only to work out the
cost of wages and materials to realise that
not much change would be left out of
$50,000 a year.

Besides this, other operational costs
amounting to $3,000 to $4,000 a year were
involved, and all for what? Over the
last two years fewer than one ship a year
has been using the port. Actually only
two ships have used the port in almost
three years. One carried only a very small
tonnage and the other carried a larger
tonnage. Incidentally, the ship carrying
the larger tonnage visited the port at
the request of the Department of Develop-
ment and Decentralisation in an effort
to build up the port.

The tendency now in shipping circles is
for larger vessels to be utiised and the
Port of Busselton is not suitable for them.
Indeed, it has many disadvantages from
a shipping Point of view. It is true, as the
honourable member said, that the jetty
is in a very good condition and negotia-
tions are to be undertaken to ensure that
the good condition is maintained. The
negotiations are in progress between the
two parties concerned.

Mr. Blaikie: When did those negotia-
tions start?

Mr. JAMvifSON: They were to have
taken place irrespective of one or a dozen
deputations, and the honourable member
knows that.

Mr. Blaikie: You did not answer my
question. When did they start?
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Mr. JAMIESON: As the honourable
member heard with his own ears, the
negotiations are to take place with the
under-secretary.

Mr. Blaikie: Only after we complained.
Mr. JAMIESON: No. They were to have

taken place in any case. The situation was
that someone had to take charge of the
jetty. It was not to be just left sticking out
in the ocean. Indeed the intention always
was that something should be done.

Let me now deal with the men employed.
The honourable member wrongly said that
I did not know the number registered.
The number is rot clear even to the Water-
side Workers' Federation.

Mr. Blaikie: There are 60.
Mr. JAMIESON: No there are not.

Mr. O'Neil: How many are there?

Mr. JAMIESON: Apparently there are
54 with another two old-timers. This is
as far as can be ascertained.

Mr. O'Neil: That is not far off 60.
Mr. JAMIESON: The member for Vasse

made a statement on figures.
Mr. Blaikie: My figure came from the

registrar.
Mr. JAMIESON: The figure I gave rep-

resents the number of names the federa-
tion has available to it. Only 20 of that
number have been taking advantage of the
interport change when extra labour is re-
quired at Bunbury. On average over the
past several years these people have worked
four hours a week. They work only part
time, but the honourable member indicated
that we were depriving them of their liveli-
hood. Of course the wharf is a means of
additional money going into the town; no-
one can deny that because it is obvious.
However, I undertook to endeavour-and I
have endeavoured, and I am still endeav-
ouring despite what the honourable mem-
ber might like to think and try to convey
to this House-to do what I could. I have
been on the phone constantly, and so have
some of my colleagues with influence with
these people. We have spoken with both
the stevedoring authority and the Water-
side Workers' Federation. The last infor-
mation I had from Mr. Fitzgibbon of the
Waterside Workers' Federation was that he
was trying to work out with the authority
some way of overcoming the impasse. He
is interested in the well-being of the memi-
bers of the federation but he concedes that
he can see no possible way to keep the
wharf open as a port when it has been used
so little.

I gave an assurance that if anyone could
submit a concrete proposition to the Gov-
ernment whereby the wharf could be
profitably utilized, it would be immediately
studied by the Government, and the port
could easily be proclaimed as an open port
again. In the meantime the Proclamation

has been issued and we will be proceeding
with the negotiations with the local
authority.

Mr. Blaikie: As soon as the port closure
comes into effect the registration of the
men is null and void, You know that.

Mr. JAMIESON: There are many things
the honourable member does not know. For
instance, amongst other things the men
can be offered an interport transfer, and
some might be accepting the offer. The
honourable member does not know; he can-
not speak for all of them. Also severance
pay is available. A dozen-and-one other
suggestions were made when Mr. Fitzgibbon
spoke to me. The men have a good trade
union organisatlon looking after them. Do
not worry. If I did anything wrong the
Waterside Workers' Federation would come
down on me like a ton of bricks.

Mr. O'Neil: I am glad you have admitted
that.

Mr. JAMIESON: There is no worry
about that. I do not blame the federation
for that either. It is in the market to
look after its members and it certainly will.
Knowing Mr. Fitzgibbon and others with
him, I know they will certainly look after
the men.

Mr. E~laikie: What is the use of an
interport transfer for a man living in Bus-
selton if he is told to go to Port Hedland?

Mr. JAMIHESON: Only 20 of the men
have been taking advantage of the part-
time work. The others have been inactive.

Mr. Blaikie: That is incorrect.
Mr. JAMIESON: I wish to make refer-

ence to the part played by my staff in
connection with the recording of the depu-
tation. It was unfortunate, but this was
the first time the particular staff member
had used the machine. Apparently one
switch was not turned on or something to
that effect and she came to me very crest-
fallen about the fact that nothing had been
recorded on the tape. This is one of those
things that do happen. I could do nothing
about it. I regret it and I immediately
wrote to the honourable member about it
because I had promised him a copy of the
transcript.

CODITIONAL DRIVERS' LICENSES
Issuance: Grievance

MR. GAYFER (Avon) (5.27 p.m.]: My
grievance concerns the issuance of condi-
tional drivers' licenses to people who are
not entitled to them because of their age.
I refer Particularly to vehicles which are
normally recognised as trucks.

Over the Years country residents have
been suffering quite a deal because of the
reluctance of the Police Force generally
to issue special or conditional truck li-
censes to the sons or employees of farmers
who require such licenses to move vehicles
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fromn farm to farm or within the district,
I wish to submit a ease which I think will
substantiate my grievance and perhaps
imprint on the Government's mind the
urgent necessity, when considering the
ramifications of lowering the age of
majority to 18 years, to allow a person
to drive a motor truck at a much younger
age than is allowed at present.

In my electorate at Shackleton 1 have
a family by the name of Barr, comprising
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Barr, their eldest son,
Wayne, and their youngest son, Mark.
Mark, at the age of 19 earlier this year,
because of economic troubles at home, de-
cided he would like to take UP a block
36 miles south of Newdegate, that town
being the nearest to the block. With his
father's backing and a strong pair of
shoulders and a good heart he went there
in an endeavour to carve out a career for
himself. Having been able to buy a Mini
Minor car and a 5-ton truck before he
went there, he applied for a conditional
driver's license for the Lake Grace area in
order that he might travel the 36 miles
from Newdegate to his farm with stores,petrol, fuel, superphosphate, and the vari-
ous other requirements for the farm.

He applied to the Bruce Rock Police
Station, but was told he was not eligible
for that license and could not have one.
His parents contacted me and pleaded
with mae to try to get something done
prior to the commencement of the seeding
season, as the boy was definitely on his
own and required such a license to make
ends meet and carry on, as a youngster in
the profession of his choosing.

My subsequent representation to the
Minister proved of no avail. I did, in fact,
receive a letter from the Minister with
rather strange wording. I have pointed
out the lad has a lot of intestinal fortitude
and an axe, and he is trying to carve a
living out of this land- In the letter, the
Minister said in part-

Inquiries revealed that both par-
ents and another older brother all
hold "B" class licenses-

I might add that they live 170 miles to the
north. To continue-

-and it is considered that suitable
arrangements could be made amongst
themselves to overcome their difficul-
ties. It was further considered that
in view of the unemployment position
that suitable outside labour could be
employed over the present seeding
and forthcoming harvest sea-son.

Is this what the Government intends to
do to increase the labour consumption in
the agricultural areas? I think it is one
of the poorest examples I have ever seen.
A young lad of 19 years of age has made
a plea for a special license and he is told
that if he likes to employ people to drive

his truck, that is all right, but he wvill not
receive a license to help himself out. We
talk about helping youngsters along. This
is a definite case of a lad who is trying
to prove himself. He has thought of do-
ing this a long timep before most people
go out into the world. People are usually
20 or 21 before they strike out on their
own, but he has done this at the age of
19, I certainly cannot obtain a license
for himn. Surely to goodness the Govern-
ment, through the Minister representing
the Minister for Police, could look at this
set of circumstances. This is not an iso-
lated case. My colleagues know of several
cases in point.

Nowadays we give so much credit to
18-year-olds in the way of voting power
and with respect to flying aeroplanes.
Why, then, can they not drive a truck
in country areas to enable them to
obtain their stores and hack out a
living in this bush country, if it is an
individual's desire to do this? It is
impossible for the mother, father, and
one brother at Shackleton, which is 170
miles to the north, to go that distance to
drive a truck into town and back for drums
of fuel, seed, or superphosphate.

I have no appeal. The Minister's word
is final. As far as I am concerned, it
does not speak too well for the decisions
of the Government.

MR. D3ICK ERTON (Pilbara-Minister
for Housing) [5.34 p.mn.]: I will see that
the honourable member's grievance is
brought to the attention of my colleague,
the M'inister fur Police.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. mental Health Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Davies (Minister for Health), and
read a first time.

2. Auctioneers Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. 'T.

D. Evans (Attorney -General), and
read a first time.

3. Noxious Weeds Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. H1.

D. Evans (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and read a first time.

4. War Service Land Settlement Scheme
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. H.
D. Evans (Minister for Lands), and
read a first time.

LAND DRAINAGE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Jamieson (Minister for Works), and
transmitted to the Council.
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WHEAT PRODUCTS (PRICES
FIXATION) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading
MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara-Minlster

for Housing) [5.37 p~m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) [5.38 p.m.]:
When we were in Committee on this Bill
last week the Premier was good enough
to agree to a deferment of the debate to
enable us to consider the matter further
aver the weekend. This was done in view
of the fact that the Bill was introduced
on the Tuesday, and we had limited time
between then and the resumption of the
debate on Thursday-especially in view of
the early start on Thursday-to make in-
quiries about the provisions of the Bill.

To the best of our capacity and in a
desire to co-operate, we did this and left
a number of questions with the Minister.
He has answered most of them but there
is one outstanding question which I hoped
he would have dealt with in Committee.
Due to a misunderstanding yesterday, of
which you would not be aware, Mr.
Speaker, because you were not in the
Chair, my colleague, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, who had intended to
make some comments until I could return
to the Chamber, was unable to get the call.

The matter in question is not a very big
one but it is important. The specific ques-
tion we want the Minister to answer is
this: Who requested the inclusion of the
provision in respect of price control of
flour? The Minister has not answered this
question, but only made a passing reference
to it. He certainly has not answered it in
the terms we are seeking it to be answered.
Whilst on the price of bread, or something
to that effcct, he said the Government
would Prefer to have some capacity or
right to check the cost structure and the
price of flour.

There are also one or two queries in
respect of the report in the proof copy of
Hansard. I think Han sard has reported the
Minister's reference to bread as a reference
to flour, when the Minister referred to the
nutmber of price changes that had taken
place in the year.

These are the points on which we are
seeking some clarification. Unfortunately.
the Minister is not present tonight. The
Government knows our views on this
measure. We are opposed to it. I1 do not
suggest the Bill should be held up until
the Minister can answer, but I would like
the questions to be noted by the Premier
or one of his colleagues so that the Minister
can let me, or someone else on this side
of the House, have the information before
the Bill is debatsd in another place. We
are opposed to the Bill.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara - Minister
for Housing) 1 5.40 p.m.]: I spoke to my
colleague, the Minister in charge of the
Bill, this afternoon. He said that he is
quite prepared to answer any queries that
were raised in connection with the flour
issue in the latter stages of his speech.
These were mainly by way of interjection,
from what I see in reading through the
speech. Unfortunately, he is ill today and
the best I can do is to give an undertak-
ing that I will get as much information
as possible.

If the Leader of the Opposition will be
kind enough to give me in writing the
questions he desires answered, I will ob-
tain the answers for him as well as I can,
before the legislation goes to another
place. Any conclusions we come to can
be sorted out in that House,

Question put and a division taken with
the following resut:-

Ayes-22
Mr. Bateman
Mr. Bertram
Mr. Biclkerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brown
Mr. Bryce
Mr, Enirco
Mr. Cook
Mr. Davies
Mr. H. D. Evans
Mr. TI. fl. Evans

b,
Mr. Bltaikie
Sir Charles Court
Mr. Coyne
Dr. Dadour
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hutochinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. MoPliarlin
Mr. Nalder

Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Hartrey
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Jones
Mr. Lap ham
.%r. Molver
Mr. Mailer
Mr. Sewaell
Mr. A R. Tonkin
Mr. J. T. Tankin
Mr. Harrnan

(Teller j1
oes-22

1,r. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Reid
Mr. Ridge
Mr. Rush tan
Mr. Stephens
Mr. Thompson
Mr. williams
Mr. R. L. Young
Mr, W. 0. Young
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr. Graham Sir David Brand
Mr. Taylor Mr. Runciman
Mr. May M1r. 2.tensaras

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Ayes.

Question thus passed.
Hill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

UNEMPI.OYMENT AND THE
ECONOMY

Want of Confidence in Governmnent:
motion

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the opposition) [5.45 p.m.]: 11
move-

That in the opinion of this House:-
(at) In spite of considerable finan-

cial assistance running at a
record level from the Com-
monwealth Government, the
State Government has proved
incapable of arresting the in-
crease in unemployment in
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Western Australia with the
result that this State has a
much higher rate of un-
employment than any other
State in the Commonwealth.

(b) The Government has lost the
confidence of industry and
commerce from where the
main impetus for restoration
of economic growth must
eventually come.

(c) As a result of the foregoing
and the other inadequacies of
the Government, it no longer
enjoys the confidence of this
House.

I believe that the Opposition would be
failing in its duty if it did not move this
motion at this time. The Government is
obviously bereft of any solution to over-
come the worsening unemployment situa-
tion. If it had any ideas they would surely
have been trotted out long ago.

It is not a question of our being pre-
cipitous about this; it is a question of our
having been very patient and tolerant. I
go back to March of this Year and in par-
ticular to the comments made by the
Minister for Works at the Labour Day
rally. I quote his words as they were re-
ported-

Bie tolerant and you will not regret
having elected a Labor Government.

He went on and said-
Your tolerance is anticipated and ex-
pected.

Of course, that was a long time ago and
the position has progressively worsened
until, as announced a few days ago, we are
now not only the worst hit State in Aus-
tralia but our unemployment figure is be-
yond the percentage of unemployed which
is tolerated in Australia, even though it
may not be particularly frowned on in
some other countries.

The simple fact is that under a succes-
sion of Liberal Governments the whole of
our community has learnt to expect and
accept that we should not go beyond a
certain percentage of unemployment be-
fore it becomes a critical factor in the life
of the community. So the people who have
shown this tolerance mentioned by the
Minister for Works at the Labour Day
rally are starting to get very restless.
They are saying, "How long do we have
to be tolerant?"

Mr. T. D. Evans: How long ago is it
that the Liberal Party Policy changed
from advocating a continual percentage of
unemployment?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Attorney-
General comes in hook, line, and sinker.
The Liberal Party has never had such a
policy. I remind the Attorney-General of
the words of a great Labor Prime Minister,
Mr. Ben Chifley, who had certain yard-
sticks by which he measured economic

factors including the unemployment
levels. He accepted the fact that there
would always be a certain percent-
age of unemployment. In fact, the per-
centage of unemployment which he was
prepared to tolerate was not much lower
than the unemployment percentage we
have now.

Mr. Davies: What is your authority for
that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr. Chffley's
statements.

Mr. Davies: Where can we find this?
You aire imagining it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: He said that
problems arose if the unemployment
went below 2.5 per cent. because there is
overfull employment.

Mr. Davies: Tell us where to find it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister

wants to be pedantic about it I suggest
he reads some of the statements made by
this gentleman.

Mr.' Davies: I wvould say I have read
more of his statements than you have.

Mr. O'Neil: You did not understand
them.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I come back to
my point: This Prime Minister was famous
for the fact that he had some rather ar-
bitrary but nevertheless effective rules of
thumb for our economy. He said that a
certain percentage of unemployment was,
in fact, full employment.

It is a fact that during the life of
Liberal Governments the unemployment
figure for the whole of Australia has been
lower than ever before. We are not
speaking about the past-we are speaking
about the Present and comparing the
situation not only with the position a
year or two ago but also with the figures
for the rest of Australia today.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do you class the United
Australia Party as a forerunner of the
Liberal Party?

Mr. Bryce: It is the same party.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It is not the

same party. The Attorney-General is so
naive and so uninformed on this question
that it is almost ludicrous. He obviously
does not understand the political philoso-
phies and the circumstances which
brought about the formation of the Liberal
Party by Sir Robert Menzies. It would
not do the Attorney-General any harm
to read up on this subject. The aims of
the Liberal Party have saved Australia.
Under its leadership Australia remained a
country of freedom and with a sound
economy.

I go back to the
Australia of 1946 to
vious that some of

very tragic years for
1949. It is quite ob-
the members on the
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other side do not recall conditions during
this period or they would not be making
these comments.

Mr. O'Connor: It is all right for them
to laugh about unemployment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: These were
years of frustration. Everything one can
think of was controlled. Land sales, capi-
tal issues and Prices were controlled and
we had rationing including petrol ration-
ing. Nationalisation of banks triggered off
a public reaction and the nation got be-
hind Robert Gordon Menzies. Sir Robert
Menzies gave Australia its greatest period
of prosperity.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: We must never

forget this. In my opinion it is the
responsibility of a Government to provide
opportunities of employment for the work
force. It is drafted to do that job when
It is elected, but at the moment I am
afraid we have a lot of draft resistors on
the other side so far as finding jobs for
people is concerned. The Government is
running away from the problem. It has
not put forward one positive idea. There
has been a little bit of Government hand-
out, but that solves nothing. Whatever the
Government puts up, be it State or Federal,
once the money is spent it is gone and it
has usually created nothing of a continuing
nature.

This is the basic difference between the
policy of the Government and of the Op-
position. We believe in approaching this
problem on a constructive basis to generate
confidence and bring about a stable
economy.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Can this be generated
overnight?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We must create
employment opportunity for young people.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Do you not believe in
Government handouts?

Sir CHARLES COURT: if I heard the
Attorney-General correctly, he said we
could do no better. If we are given th~e
opportunity to perform we will solve the
problem. It will not be overcome by the
Government's methods. The Attorney-
General says we can speak this way be-
cause we have not got the responsibility.
We would love to have the responsibility
to show what can be done by a Govern-
ment with the right philosophy. I would
be prepared to stake my reputation on
success.

Mr. H. D. Evans: How long would it
take you to do it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Within six
months of getting back into office and
sorting out some of the mess which has
been created. At least we would restore
confidence and get the people spending

money and expanding industries. By doing
this we would create full employment. The
Government is just waiting, like Micawber,
for something to turn up.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Why can't your Federal
counterparts take your advice?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This Is a State
responsibility. I invite the Minister who is
having so much to say tonight to look at
the figures in the other States. Queens-
land's unemployment is 1.39 per cent.; Vic-
toria's unemployment is 1.65 per cent., and
New South WVales' unemployment is 1.66
per cent.

Mr. Hartrey: Yes, they have protective
tariffs.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What is the
figure in South Australia-2.39 per cent.
Tasmania's figure is 2.38 per cent.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Don't forget to men-
tion the sugar industry and things like
that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If I heard the
member for Boulder-Dundas correctly, he
was on his favourite hobby-horse of tariff
protection.

Mr. Hartrey: Victoria has tariff protec-
tion, but what have we got?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am rather
surprised that the honourable member
speaks so consistently on this question of
tariff. My understanding of the A.LP.
policy is to have tariffs to protect
Australia's industries, regardless of where
they are located. Therefore, his argument
is completely fallacious.

Mr. Hartrey: Do you think unionists
would rather be out of work than have
tariff protection?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is not the
cause of the unemployment. If we have the
capacity to produce goods which we are
now buying from the Eastern States on an
economic basis, there is nothing to stop us
doing so under the Constitution. It has
suited our convenience to buy certain
products from the Eastern States. They
have the economies of scale which make
it impossible for us to compete in certain
items. Tariffs apply whether goods are
produced in Queensland, Western Austra-
lia, or New South Wales.

I want to make this allegation right
here and now: The Government has not
produced a single tangible proposal to do
anything about finding a solution to the
unemployment situation. All the Govern-
ment has mentioned is Government hand-
outs and more money from the Common-
wealth. All the Government can think of
is writing to the Commonwealth.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Do you not believe
in Government handouts?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We had another
very dramatic announcement in respect of
approximately $14,000,000 of State money.
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which was to be used in an emergency
unemployment schieme. One only had to
look at this proposal to see that the money
wY hich was to be spent was money which
would have been spant in any case. I
was staggered at the time to see that the
Government, instead of anticipating the
situation and getting on with the job,
made a song and dance about what it was
going to do. Why did not the Government
take steps earlier? Some of the pro-
jects were not even at the stage of call-
ing for tenders. Surely wvith the lull we
have experienced the Government could
have Prepared the designs and specifica-
tions and had all the tender documents
ready so that at the drop of a hanky it
could have called for tenders in anticipa-
tion of the Budget . No, the Government
had to make a dramiatic statement in-
stead of getting the job done,

Even Mr. Coleman came out and chided
the Government for toking 18 months to
initiate a special Cabinet meeting to dis-
cuss unemployment. I am assuming, of
course, that the Government would have
considered this in its Cabinet delibera-
tions in the ordinary course of events.
H-owever, Mr. Coleman chided it because
this appeared to be the first time the
problem had been taken sufficiently seri-
ously to hold a special Cabinet meeting.

I submit to the House that the Govern-
ment has been just waiting for something
to turn up and hoping a big project would
break and solve the problem. I want to
tell the Government that it does not hap-
pen that way. We have been through it
and we know it must be made to happen.

Western Australia has a. peculiar econo-
my. It does not matter how much one
likes to deny it, we miust say it has a
regional economy. T.1his may be an ad-
vantage or a disadvantage. It is an ad-
vantage if the Government has the know-
how, the drive, and the imagination to go
out and com.re up with ideas for the State.
It is a disadvantage if these factors are
missing because then we stand on our
own, isolated from the industries in Mel-
bourne and Sydney and isolated from the
populations of those States.

Our peculiar economy can work against
us, but if it can be put to use it will work
for us. We must accept the concept that
Western Australia has a regional economy
within the total national economy.

Mr. Hartrey: Do you want to make us
the hewers of wood and the drawers of
water?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just the re-
verse, and I draw the honourable mem-
ber's attention to the fact that the Brand
Government created career opportunities
instead of jobs.

The skilled tradesmen came here, the
professional men came here, because em-
ployment opportunities in the Eastern
States, New Zealand, and some other places

were not being offered to the same extent
as they wvere in Western Australia. So It
is not a question of our becoming hewers
of wood and drawers of water, because I
have never subscribed to the philosophy
that the Government's responsibility is to
merely get people a "job", but that it is the
responsibility of the Government to get
People a career.

Mr. Hartrey: Where will you get it now?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will not get
it whilst the present Government is in
office. To do these things the climate
has to be created, and once the climate
is right, other opportunities follow.

Mr. Hartrey:. Where will you get It from
now on in view of the fact that unemploy-
ment is all over Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Boulder-Dundas, able lawyer though he
is, amazes me sometimes when he gets
involved in this part'cular field of argu-
ment. He does not realise that we have
been through all this before. Could I
invite his attention to the fact that, in
1961-and I will refer to that year later
on in another part of this debate-the
total pool of unemployment in Australia
was greater than it is today. We did not say
then, "Because there is so much unem-
ployment in the Eastern States we cannot
do anything here, as eventually the un-
employment over there will come to West-
ern Australia."

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Hlow did that happen
under a Liberal Government?

Mr. Bryce: Why don't you turn round
and tell us what you did? Don't use
generalities like, "We do not get things
done."

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is just ex-
posing the very weakness and the great
inadequacies of the present Government.
because there is no simple remedy. The
Government cannot get a big industry
overnight; it has to go out and work on
the little ones.

Mr. Bryce: Get away from generalities.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for

Ascot is adopting a completely objection-
able attitude in regard to this matter. He
overlooks the fact that we speak from per-
formance, not from hot air and promises.

Mr. Br'yce: You still have not told us
bow you did it.

The SPE AKER: order! Members will
get an opportunity later to reply to the
speech being made by the Leader of the
Opposition. I ask members to keep order
so that he may get on with his speech.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. I just take up the thread on
thbat point to say that when we put this
proposition to the House we put it on the
basis of considerable experience in very
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difficult times; at a time when Austra-
lia was comparatively poor. Today, Aus-
tralia is comparatively rich, as evidenced
by the issue of a Budget Yesterday which
could not have been issued by any national
Government had it not been for the great
overall strength of this -nation of ours. No
Government could bring forth that type of
Budget unless we were a very strong and
sound nation.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The nation was un-
able to compete with the previous Budget.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the State
Government is at all capable it will seize
on this Budget to restore confidence in the
people of Western Australia; confidence
that has been lost because of this Govern-
ment's past performance. It does not mat-
ter how much the member for Ascot may
shake his head or get upset, the fact is that
we are a special Part of Australia, and the
advantages we have can be put to work for
us, or put to work against us in accord-
ance with the capacity and tho philosophy
of the Government of the day.

It does not matter what anyone says,
it all gets back to a question of confidence,
and I submit that this Government has
done nothing else in the past few months
but talk about unemployment. It has been
like a death rattle; all the Government
talks about Is unemployment. I, for one,
was entitled to assume that this was some-
thing of a gimmick in the hope that it
would rebound on the Commonwealth
Government, but, instead, it has rebounded
on the State Labor Government.

Mr. T. D. Evans: All talk about un-
employment has been with the Liberal
Party.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister for
Education is completely wrong in that
allegation. The people who have talked
most about unemployment have been those
in the Labor Party of Australia. They
have a vested interest in it because there
Is a Federal election coming on. One has
only to listen to the TV, the radio, and
the Press to realise this. We all know
what Mr. WhItlam, Mr. Hawke, and other
people in the Labor Party have been do-
ing. The Minister's own Government is
always talking about the problem of un-
employment instead of talking the other
way round. We have always said that
one has to go out and inspire confidence;
if one does not engender confidence in
the people this problem cannot be solved.
It is not just a question of calling down
from heaven some great industry to re-
solve the problem. It is not only the big
industries that solve the unemployment
problem; it is the medium ones and the
little ones.

I know of a case where the Government
was asked for a very modest sum. We
were aware that the personal equation was
good. This case may interest the member

for Ascot as being one where confidence
could be engendered and employment
created. As I was saying, the personal
equation was good, but the security value
was not so good by ordinary conventional
standards. This particular industry, with
a little assistance, could guarantee the
employment of some 40 people. Our atti-
tude to that plea for assistance would
have been: The personal equation is good,
but the security is weak. However, we will
give it a go because these are unusual
times. Even If the industry survived for
only six or nine months, by giving it a go
that would have been the worst that could
happen. Surely that is better than putting
people on the dole, because, by granting
assistance, at least an industry has a sport-
ing chance of making good where its tech-
nical ability is good, and its reputation
for honouring commitments is sound.

This Is what we have to do. We have
to go out and get things done. Ministers
have to do it, and departmental heads
have to do it. I have not heard a rallying
call from the Government to industry, "Let
us help you to get things moving." The
member for Ascot may think that this
might be gimmickry, but this is how the
battle is won-seven days a week, every
week. There is no simple or easy solution.
There is no magic, but plain hard grind,
and we have been through it. When there
are a few industries that are prepared to
employ eight, 10, or 12 men, these are the
industries that make the impact on the
employment situation of any State.
It is a fact of life that these labour-
intensive types of industries, the fabri-
cation types of industries, are worth more,
in terms of employment, for every million
dollars of investment, compared with the
major capital intensive projects where,
of necessity, the impact of labour
must be small even though, initially, they
Provide a considerable amount of work
during the construction phases.

I have had further experience of the
point I am about to make in the last two
weeks since I spoke on this subject dur-
ing the debate on the Supply Bill. My
point is that no matter whether it is in
the city or the country, the greatest dis-
content and the greatest anxiety about
this subject is among the work force. Is
it not ironical that the members opposite
who profess to be great supporters of the
work force have not received a kind word
from them, because they know that, after
years of seeing ample employment, all of a
sudden it has gone? They understand it
best and they feel it worst.

The other point I want to make is that
we have not seen the worst of the em-
ployment situation in Western Australia
as yet, because the biggest proportion of
the work force is in fact not receiving
the overtime payments It was receiving
before. This, in itself, has an immediate
impact, because it affects a whole strata
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of Industry. First take home pay is reduced. a few products to the Eastern States and
Immediately revenue is cut back, some of
these industries have to cut back. In the
minds of the purists and theorists they
are not so important because they rep-
resent the more luxurious fringe or in-
dustry.

But in fact, it is only when all sections
of the economy are working effectively
that the greatest overall employment im-
pact is felt. It is in the work force section
of the community where we are getting
the greatest reaction against the Govern-
ment today. I cannot believe that mem-
bers opposite are going among industrial-
ists as they would in the ordinary course
of their business, and going among union
leaders and so on, without getting this
reaction. I cannot believe that this is
being withheld from them. But in an
unprecedented way we are getting a re-
action from this section of the community
on a level I have never experienced in my
life, even during earlier days 'when the
level of employment was consistently bad.
Of course it may be that over the past few
years they have learnt to expect a higher
level of employment than they were used
to in earlier days.

I make another point as to why we have
brought forward this motion. It is inter-
esting to turn our thoughts back to 1961
which was a very difficult period in the
Australian economy. In the history of
Australia, 1960 and 1961 were two difficult
years, both economically and politically.
Most people realise what the then Prime
Minister had to do.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What did Robert
Menzies do?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will tell the
Minister. What Robert Menzies did at
that time, which he knew was going to be
politically dangerously for him, was to
establish Australia's reputation abroad as
it never had been established before.' He
was a man prepared to stake the whole of
his political reputation to demonstrate the
political stability and the economic
stability of Australia. He was prepared
to go out and do what was right, and today
we are reaping the benefit of the decision
he made then. He knew, as an experi-
enced, old campaigner, that what he was
doing was a difficult and unpopular thing
to do, but he also knew it was the right
thing, and he went within one seat of
losing his Prime Ministership in doing it.
Howvever, the fact is that in the terms of
history it is now regarded that what he
did then did a great deal to establish, for
all time, the international integrity of Aus-
tralia's financial institutions and the Gov-
ernment of Australia.

I have very vivid recollections of what
happened in 1961, because in that year we
were working night and day to get a few
people to put extensions onto their plant.
to start a new industry, and to try to sell

to countries abroad. I have been criticised
by the present Deputy Premier for the
action I took in those days. I think the
phrase he used in regard to my actions
was "philandering." I do not know how
that phrase came Into the scheme of
things, because I was travelling around a
great deal chasing orders among firms in
the Eastern States so that they could be
undertaken by some of our engineering
and other firms. I was trying to help
them to become known among the indus-
tries in those States. It might be consid-
ered that for a Minister to do this was
infra dig, but I did not think it was. We
were successful in obtaining orders in
places as far away as Mt. Isa.

We joined our forces with industries to
help them get these orders; some of them
small and some quite big. We established
goodwill, technical capacity, and relia-
bility.

Mr.' Hutchinson: The present Govern-
ment does not believe in private enterprise.

Sir CHARLES COURT: At that time we
bad an interesting debate. It is worth
while to look at it, because it appears on
page 42 In Vol. I of the 1961 Mansard.
At that stage The Hon. A. R. G. Hawke
was Leader of the Opposition. Hle moved-

To suspend Standing Orders for the
purpose of discussing the serious and
urgent problem of unemployment,
especially as it appies to men nor-
mally employed in the building trades
industry.

He was not successful with his motion;
but, with his colleagues, he certainly kept
the then Government, led by Sir David
Brand-then Mr. Brand-very busy for
a few hours whilst the motion for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders was discussed.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Sir CHARLES COURT: At the tea sus-
pension I1 had reached the stage where I
was commenting on the debate that took
place in 1961, when the then Leader of
the Opposition took the opportunity to
endeavour to suspend Standing Orders so
that, as a matter of urgency, he could
discuss the question of unemployment.

It is most interesting to look at the
situation that obtained on that occasion.
At that time we were talking about 6,616
unemployed, not 12,000 unemployed as we
have today. We were also talking about
106 people who were unemployed in Albany.

The then member for Albany, the late
Mr. Hall, was very concerned and he spoke
on both the occasions on which he was
permitted to speak on this question. Today
we have 427 people who are unemployed
in the Albany district, and we find there
is not a bleat from the member for Albany.
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This is the situation with which we are
confronted at the present time, and If ever
we needed justification for bringing for-
ward a motion such as this it is the fact
that a similar thing was introduced by
the then Leader of the Opposition in
1961. I would invite the attention of
members to the fact that when the motion
was introduced by the then Leader of the
Opposition (The Hon,.A. R. G. Hawke)
this State was vying with Victoria and
Queensland for the lowest unemployment
figure in Australia-a figure of 2.3 per
cent.-together with an overall unemploy-
ment situation in Australia of some 100,000.

At that time the then Leader of the
Opposition took me to task severely be-
cause I was dealing in statistics. He said,
"You are dealing in human beings"; and
I agreed with him.

Mr. T. D2. Evans: You did not agree
with him at the time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I did agree with
him on that occasion; and it might sur-
prise the Minister to know that I have
had considerable experience of unemploy-
ment, and if I have endeavoured to try
to do something about it and achieve my
purpose it is only because of my personal
involvement and experience in matters of
this kind. There is nothing that distresses
me so much as when I find that capable
and skilled people cannot find employ-
ment. The thing that drove me to
work a little harder at the time was the
experience I had had of a situation such
as that which exists today. So the allega-
tions that have been made from the other
side of the House while I have been speak-
ing are just complete nonsense.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Why do you refer to
only skilled people? I

Sir CHARLES COURT: Because it is
very sad for a person who is skilled not
to be able to find employment and earn a
living.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Unskilled people are
also affected.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course, but
we usually find that every skilled person
makes it Possible to employ two or
three unskilled men or labourers. I
made this point at the time, and I recall
being castigated by members of the then
Opposition when I made the point, that
while a skilled man can do semi-skilled
work it is not possible, during a recession,
for a labourer to do tradesman's work.

I feel very strongly about the question,
It is not just a matter of taking advantage
of the situation; it is something about
which we feel very strongly. We consider
that the situation which exists at the
present is very sad indeed.

I invite members to have a look at the
great furore that took place at that time
when we were about to discuss the Supply

Bill a few hours later in 1951, The then
Leader of the Opposition was just not Pre-
pared to wait. He said the matter was so
urgent that it had to be discussed there
and then. Accordingly members of the
then Opposition, including some of those
members who sit on the front bench now,
participated in this discussion. They, and
the Leader of the Opposition at the time,
tried to convince the Premier that Standing
Orders should be suspended in order that
the House might discuss the problem of
unemployment which existed at the time.

We now find, however, that the back-
benchers on the Government side today
have made a mockery of the whole situa-
tion; we are getting no support from them
at all. I instanced one particular member
of a particular electorate. I referred to
the electorate of Albany where the unem-
ployment position today is exactly four
times wvorse than it was in 1961.

The member for Albany at the time,
who was a particularly sensitive person
whom we all knew and respected, took
every opportunity he could on that par-
ticular debate to try to get the mat-
ter raised. That is the difference be-
tween the position in 1961 and that which
exists today.

As an Opposition we believe we have
not only the right but the responsibility
to raise this matter. I Pose this question
to the Premier, and I hope he will give us
an answer at the appropriate time: What
is the Government really doing about the
nitty-gritty part of getting confidence re-
stored and the economy moving? What
does the Government really propose to do?

We have heard talk about millions of
dollars around the corner but, to come
back to my point, while these things make
it easy If the necessary project drops
out Of the sky, if we cannot obtain it when
we need it, we must then take stock
of the situation and deal. with the small
and medium-sized possibilities.

I can assure the Premier that given
leadership from the top there are men
within the Public Service and industry who
can go out and take the necessary action
to get the people back to work again.

I again raise another matter in con-
nection with which I have had no re-
sponse. I am sure there are people in the
world who can be convinced that we will
need capacity in the next year or two to
supply the world's needs. I know it is
likely they will say we are over-supplied
now; that we have excess capacity ;. but we
must convince them that in 18 months or
two years at most there will be a shortage
of capacity.

This is how a Government can restore
confidence and create a climate which will
get people to believe in the position ahead
of time: that in the final analysis it will
be a, good investment.

2583



25M4 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. May: If you knew this why was Sir CHARLES COURT: Higher sugar
not there something in the pipeline when
you went out?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister
wants to look at things dispassionately he
will find that there were two major pro-
jects negotiated, both of which have been
Put on the shelf since this Government
has come into office.

Mr. May: By whom w-ere they Put on1
the shell?

Sir CHARLES COURT: By the com-
Panies themselves.

TMvr. May: That is true. There was
nothing but water in the pipeline.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact is that
we wvould not have gone along with this
for one moment: we would have fought it
to the bitter end in an endeavour to en-
sure that what we set out to do was com-
pleted; even if it wvere done a little slower.

The point is that the Government will
niot accept nor understand that if it uses
the right way to do these things it can
get people to back the future; to have
faith in the future. I am sure the Minis-
ter for Mines, as a result of his experi-
ence in Japan, would not accept the posi -
tion that there will always be the present
slack in world demands. If he does there
is no future for us at all.

Mr. May: I will not accept it. But you
seem to think that yours was the only
Government that did anything, and you
forget that you had a virile climate.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We created that
climate. I well remember that time after
time-and the Premier knows I am right
when I say this-we brought forward
agreements to this House in 1962 and 1963
and they were laughed at. We were told
they were pies in the sky; just pieces of
paper.

Mr. Jamieson: Many of them still are.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The difference

is that the right climate must be created.
I know that there are some back-benchers
on the Government side who have not
been here long enough to experience these
things and who will laugh at what I say.
But it is no laughing matter; it is a sari OUS
matter. I want to assure these members
that, given the right climate, the things
that I have mentioned can and will take
place.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Give us some sugges-
tions.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They keep ask-
ing us for ideas. The first place for which
I would head if I were the Leader of the
Government would be Queensland. That
State has an unemployment figure of 1.39
per cent.

Mr. H. D. Evans: They have had a world
boom in sugar.

prices do not bring about large increases in
employment and are not solely responsible
for the lower unemployment position in
Queesland which is stated as 1.39 Per cent.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Rubbish!
Mr. Jamieson: It shows how little you

know.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Govern-
ment asked for some ideas from this side
of the House and I tell the members of
the Government that the first place for
which I weuld head would be Queensland
so that I may obtain some orders for our
companies in this State, because any State
which has its unemployment down to 1.39
Per cent. is short of labour which, of
course, means it is short of capacity.

We know Queensland Is getting its
tradesmen from other States, In spite of
what the Minister said the other night. It
is natural to go to a place wvhere there is
a shortage of labour.

We had the position in reverse between
Western Australia and South Australia.
It was when the Dunstan Administration
-the first time Mr. Dunstan was Premier
-was experiencing a bad recession and was
having problems with Elizabeth, where
there were some 400 or 500 Housing Com-
mission houses empty. At that stage we
had intense pressure on our work force.
and we were glad to see some of this work
go to South Australia. It was done by a
negotiation with local industry, and we
lifted that State out of its depression. It
was the sensible thing to do. The Premier
laughs, but I stress it is no laughing
matter, because it happens to be true.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is all quite funny.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We lifted that
State out of its depression. As I have said
there were 400 to 500 houses empty in
Elizabeth and the South Australian Gov-
ernment was building more to relieve its
unemployment. We were able to ensure
that some of the work went to South Aus-
tralia to help it out of its depression and
take pressure off our inadequate capacity.

The Premier has often referred to 1970-
71 and the rise in unemployment. I do not
dispute the figures he quotes, but if he
looks at the matter he will find that in
that particular period we were still under
intense pressure even though there was a
downturn in agriculture which had an
immediate effect on tractor-making works,
chemical industries, truck-making works,
and so on. I think at the time we got
to 1.71 per cent. and 1.8 per cent, in
the worst of the school-leaver period of
January and February, 1911. Would not
the Premier love to be in that position
now?

There is no mystery about the unem-
ployment figures in 1970-71. We were
watching the position day In and day out,
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and our Premier of the day was very
sensitive to the question because, like
myself, he understood what it meant; he
appreciated the problems of the people
who were unemployed.

Mr. Hartrey: He said the trouble was
deepseated.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Boulder-Dundas is out of character. He
is quoting an instance In Merredin which
has nothing to do with the State as a
whole. He is dealing with a special in-
stance and a special economic situation
in rural industries that was brought about
by drought and world agriculture prices.

Mr. Hartrey: The then Premier Maid the
trouble was deepseated and he did not
know what had caused it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was deep-
seated. That was proved by the events,
but it did not mean the Premier at the
time was doing nothing about it. He did
plenty.

We now have a situation where history
is repeating itself. We are having official
opening after opening and while the
Premier, his deputy, and his Ministers
get some satisfaction out of these open-
ings even though they made little if any
contribution to the initiation of the pro-
jects, one day there will be no openings
left because there is nothing coming
forward.

That is the time when there is the most
critical factor so far as unemployment is
concerned. It is then that one realises
how long it takes to get things going; to
get things into the pipeline and get the
reservoirs full so that there is always
something coming out the other end.

I believe the present unemployment
situation in this State is unnecessary. I
have never argued against the proposition
that there has been a change in the world
scene as a result of the August, 1911, de-
cision of the Americans. However, we did
not have to go to the bottom of the class.
If we had followed other people to the
midway level it could be argued that the
Government was capable of handling the
situation, but we have gone to the bottom.

The Premier brings up the argument that
we have reached that stage because we
are so dependent on international trade.
However, I have heard his deputy stating,
from tine to time, that we will change to
labour-intensive industry and not be so
dependent on the construction industry.
We moved into that avenue in many in-
dustries long before the Deputy Premier
came onto the scene. It was part of our
policy to have a balanced Programme,
steadily increasing in the more labour-in-
tensive industries as we got the labour
to do the work.

I personally believe the present policy in
respect of immigration is back to front. If
we had the migrants coming into the
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country as we did during the time of the
Brand Government half our unemployment
problems would be resolved. We would be
producing more bricks and houses, and
things which would last forever, instead
of handing out the dole which will eventu-
ally run out and leave nothing to carry
on.

In all sincerity I ask whether the
Government has despatched anybody to
Queensland to look at the situation in that
State. The reason that Queensland is so
important to us is that that State has
the same ingredients.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Is unemployment fall-
ing or rising in Queensland?

Sir CHARLES COURT: At the moment
it is falling, with 1.39 per cent. How the
Government would love to have that fig-
ure in this State. The Premier will no
doubt come out with what he tried once
before when he asked me whether there
was no unemployment in Queensland. I
have said Quite categorically that State
will have it all the time, the same as other
States. However, it is a question of, "What
is the acceptable level?"

The figure of 12,000 In Western Australia
looks bad when measured against 6.000 in
1961. However, it is not so bad when seen
as a percentage because we increased the
work force In that period by a very spec-
tacular figure and we can measure the
12,000 unemployed in Western Australia
today against the increased work force.

We must have some regard for rela-
tivity and percentage and I suggest it
would be a desirable situation If, on the
31st July, we had the 1.39 per cent, which
is the figure in Queensland. The reason I
suggested studying the situation in Queens-
land, in all sincerity, is that the Premier
has asked for ideas. Queensland has been
subjected to the same situation as we
have been. In fact, the situation in
Queensland was worse for a while because
of the coal cut-back which was very
severe.

However, the Government in Queensland
had the initiative to go into the market
in an aggressive manner and was able at
least to maintain a momentum. Per-
haps that State did not get the best price
for its coal but, after all, when an order
is placed for X million tons of coal, then
regardless of the price it takes a certain
number of men to get the coal out of the
ground and build facilities. So the work
force in Queensland was in the same situa-
tion, for all practical purposes, regardless
of whether or not Queensland got the
Price wanted by New South Wales. There
was a degree of animosity and some criti-
cism between the States because Queens-
land had certain advantages. I believe
there is an avenue for research in Queens-
land.
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. There is a continual cry for more money
from the Commonwealth. We would all
like to receive more money from the Com-
monwealth but this Government cannot
complain. I have with me some Quotes
made by the Premier when he returned
from various Premiers' Conferences. His
reactions were spontaneous and natural
and I do not criticise him. But his com-
ments indicate he was satisfied that jus-
tice had been done and that there had
been a fair carving up of the cake.
- There seems to have been a degree of
generosity, so this Government cannot
complain that it has been ill-treated by
the Commonwealth. It is interesting to
note the breakup per capita, and I say
this because of a comment made by Mr.
Coleman to the effect that the Labor
States were being disadvantaged by the
Commonwealth. However, Western Aust-
ralia received a higher per capita return
than all the other States except one. There
is a good reason, and it is one I do not
criticise. We do have special problems be-
cause of our size and our small population.

I want to say, in the final analysis, that
more money from the Commonwealth is
only a palliative and somewhere along the
line we have to get the private sector
back into business. We have to activate
it so that it is prepared to go after some
business and seek orders overseas and in
other States. Good heavens, when things
became a little restricted In the other
States those States did not hesitate to send
representatives over here, and that is how
it should be. At the moment it would be
found that business could be placed in
all the other States, perhaps other than
South Australia which would be very sen-
sitive to any business being taken from it.

I mention again, in passing, the pos-
sibility of the Government setting up a
special fund which it could use at the
discretion of the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation, and the Treasurer,
to deal with cases where people are able
to activate industry, and activate labour-
intensive industry, where the personal
equation Is good but the security is
small, and not up to the normal stan-
dards demanded by the department for
the lending of money or the giving of
guarantees. I believe to activate industry
In these areas could have results.

I understand that 45 people could have
been employed with a very small sum of
money being at risk in one case. Those 45
people-mainly femnales-would have had a
tremendous effect on the morale of 45
families. Those people would have been
better customers in their local stores, in
their local garages, and at their entertain-
ment centres. That is a consequential type
of growth which results from that type of
development.

When we last raised this matter I was
hoping the Premier might tell the Par-
liament about some of the things the

Government was doing to try to overcome
the situation. Perhaps I should have had
more sense in view of my experience in
this place. However, the Premier gave us
a tirade, and Most Of his speech related to
his hardy annual about the original
Hamersley iron project. To my mind that
was just a red herring to detract atten-
tion from the real truth which we were
trying to bring to the notice of this Par-
liament and to the notice of the people
of this State.

I hope that when the Premier and his
colleagues reply tonight they will be pre-
pared to give us an indication of what the
Government has done. For instance, to be
specific, we have not yet had a infal
declaration from the Government as to how
it will stop Government and semi-Govern-
ment orders going out of this State. I
would have thought that after the furore
which developed around the contract for
the S.E.C. pylons going out of this State
the Government would have made sure
that pylons were constructed in Western
Australia.

If we do not have the necessary design
expertise in this State we can buy it, and
call tenders on the basis that the pylons
will be built here. The most involved
Pylons can be built just as well in Western
Australia because this State has increased
immeasurably its engineering sophistica-
tion. However, there has been no declara-
tion on this point.

About a fortnight ago I heard the
Premier talking to a group of businessmen.
He will remember the occasion when Mr.
Anthony was present, and he said we
could not expect to get aUl the orders in this
State because we did not have the exper-
tise. However, we do have expertise in
certain things beyond many of the other
States, as evidenced by our very sophisti-
cated container cranes at Fremantle-and
11 others in ports in Australia and New
Zealand-and this is also evidenced by the
very sophisticated equipment which has
been put into the north of this State,
particularly loading and handling devices.

In spite of all the pressure we have ap-
Plied, and all the crises which have arisen,
we have not had a lead from the Govern-
ment. We have had one announcement
from the Minister for Development and
Decentralisation to the effect that a de-
cision had been made to close down the
Carnarvon abattoir. There may be a very
good reason for that but it struck mec as
strange when there was an employment
crisis confronting the Government. Borne
alternative should have been put forward
whereby another abattoir-or a reduced
form of abattoir or a modification-could
be put into operation for the benefit of the
area. The company was in debt to the
Government so action was taken to fore-
close on the security, which meant the
abattoir had to go out of business.
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Then there was the Busselton experi-
ence. The Minister made light of it but
I think the member for Vasse had a good
case to demonstrate to the Minister that
here were men who under the existing
system of waterside worker operation at
least had part-time employment. I do
not know the exact figures but the indi-
cation to me was that some of these men
in this so-called part-time employment
would earn in the vicinity of $1,600 a year
each. I do not know whether they would
earn that much but the member for Vasse
would know better.

However, if those men, be they 20, 40,
or any number, in a small town such as
Busselton were denied that income it
would have a tremendous impact on the
town. I expect the Minister is doing his
best to get the Waterside Workers' Federa-
tion to stretch the rules, and perhaps the
Australian Stevedoring -Commission to do
something so that the men can be en-
couraged. However, it seems the Govern-
ment was treating the matter in a cava-
lier fashion and the amount of money
involved seemed to be very small when
compared with the potential return. At
least the men were earning something and
bringing some money into the community
so that it could be circulated. They were
not just receiving money on the dole sys-
tem.

Mr. Jamieson: It would be cheaper to
give them that much money out of the
Government coffers than to do as You
suggest.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not pro-
posing that the Government continues to
spend the money on the wharf indefinitely.

Mr. B] aikie: It would cost less than
$4,000 to operate the port without main-
tenance.

Mr. Jamieson: Oh, be honest.

Point of Order
Mr. B3LAIKIE: On a point of order, Mr.

Speaker, I would ask the Minister for
Works to withdraw that remark. He has
cast an aspersion on me.

The SPEAKER: What was the state-
ment?

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Minister called me
dishonest.

The SPEAKER: I am afraid I did not
hear anything of it. If that is correct I
ask the Minister to withdraw his state-
ment.

Mr. JAMIESON: Mr. Speaker, I will
withdraw the statement.

Debate Resumed
Sir CHARLES COURT: The point I

want to make to the Minister for Works
is that there are very few people in this
life, fortunately, who like handouts. They
would much rather do something for their

money. I believe it is possible to keep the
Port in commission on a care and main-
tenance basis. That would cost less than
the figure suggested by the Minister, and
this snoukc! be done until at least a proper
survey can be mrade of the fishing poten-
tial. It would be a more important employ-
ment factor for Eusselton than the present
Port operations.

Mr. Jamieson: This will not stop the
fishing industry moving in.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister
has missed my point.

Mr. Jamieson: No I have not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are at a
critical stage in the State's history. The
Government is at risk.

Mr. Jamieson: It would be a case of
spending more money where it was not
necessary. The money can be far better
used in other areas where people can be
employed. That is the point one has to
sort out.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am assuming
that the money spent on keeping this port
commissioned is not wasted. Someone
does some work to keep the port com-
missioned. Someone keeps the port re-
paired.

Mr. Jamieson: You might as well build
a bridge to South Africa if it is not going
to be used.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister is
making my point stronger. The Govern-
ment is not showing any aptitude for
dealing with this unusual situation. A
catalyst is needed to get the thing going
again.

Mr. Jamieson: You are the greatest
narcissist who ever lived.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will leave the
Minister's vitriolics unanswered. It is not
worth while arguing with him.

I come to the other point mentioned in
my motion; that is, the lack of confidence
and the loss of confidence by industry and
commerce. There is no doubt this confi-
dence has been lost. This is really the
key to the successful breakthrough. By
getting people to believe that today is
just an incident in their lives and tomor-
row will demand something of them by
way of capacity, it is possible to get them
to do now things which, by the time they
are completed, will be effective economic
units.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Is this the only State
where confidence has been lost?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There might
have been some loss of confidence in the
other States but, except in the three
Labor States, the unemployment factors
are not unreasonable. Unemployment will
not be an issue in the election in New
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South Wales. Unemployment will not be
an issue in Victoria or Queensland. It
will not be an issue-

Mr. Hartrey: Say it again.
Mr. O'Neil: You did some complaining

about the inadequacy of this Labor Gov-
ernment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact is, In
this State It Is an issue as far as the State
Government is concerned, and the people
have got the message. The workers have
got the message that It Is not the Corn-
rnonwealth that is to blame for their posi-
tion In this State.

People ask why this confidence has been
lost in industry and commerce.

Mr. T. D). Evans: Because of the Federal
Budget in 1911.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I invite atten-
tion to the legislative Programme of this
Government. Here is a Government that
is desperate for employment, yet it parades
a legislative programme such as the one
before us. Take the Wheat Products
(Prices Fixation) Act Amendment Bill
which we dealt with tonight. The Gov-
ernment could not resist the temptation to
Put another clause in It. The Prevention of
Excessive Prices Bill--so-called "selective",
-is no more selective than my boot. We
have the State Government Insurance
Office Act Amendment Bill. What a time
to bring that Bill down, when trying to
attract confidence! Notice has been given
of amendments to the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act.

We have had the situation of the En-
vironmnental Protection Authority's Pac-
mines report, when Parliament cannot
find out the criteria on which the report
was made. It may be the report was
soundly based but I have not been able to
get the Premier to divulge to me and the
Parliament what the criteria will be in the
future. We have uncertainty as to
whether there will be control of interest
rates Paid and received by building
societies. We will have legislation dealing
with Pharmacies. It is not one thing that
undermines confidence; it is the accumu-
lation of things.

Mr. Hartrey: it is talking about it that
undermines confidence.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We did not
initiate one of these discussions. Every
one of these discusions has been initiated
by the Government, the State Executive of
the A.LP., and the T.L.C. They are the
people who triggered this off. They are
the people who, a few weeks ago, Passed
a resolution calling on the Government to
set up a Government commission which
would have direct ownership in mining, in-
dustry, and farming. The reference Is The
West Australian of the 4th July, 1972. Just
Imagine If one were thinking of investing
In this country and one read this sort of
thing. It Is the accumulation of all
these things that undermines confidence.

If the Government decided to clear these
things out of the way it would do much
by demonstrating its sincerity. The Minis-
ter for Works would be upset to think that
he, himself, triggered off a scare In this
community, but I remember the weekend
he made some reference to day labour
which he tried very hard to rub out and
say. "Slips no go; we will start again."

Mr. Jamieson: He did not try to rub
out anything.

Sir CHARLES COURT: He frightened
the daylights out of people for fear we were
going back to the 1953-1959 era. I refer
also to the remission, by Cabinet direction,
of fines payable by some of the militant
unions, but the moderate unions had to
take action and request the Government
for remission of the fines they had paid
as good citizens. They paid theirs but the
other unions' fines were remitted.

It is not my intention to go on and deal
with the other inadequacies of the Govern-
ment referred to in my motion. I have
covered the other points. When they have
heard what the Government has to say.
my colleagues will make their contribu-
tions. I do not want to canvass any fur-
ther subjects but I want to conclude by
saying there is a genuine public restless-
ness and anxiety-not so much amongst
the hoipollol, and "big business," so-called,
and the tycoons in the community, who can
weather out a storm like this, but amongst
the genuine, down-to-earth workmen in
this community. They are the people who
are making their protests to us.

Mr. Jamieson: You make me cry.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They are the
people who are saying to us, "Get rid of
this Government." All my colleagues can
vouch for the fact that no matter where
we go, even In some of the so-called
militant types of industries, we hear it
asked, "When can we get rid of this Gov-
ernment and get back to the prosperity
we had?"

I submit this motion in all sincerity. As
far as we are concerned, we cannot have
a1 State general election early enough. The
public wants it right now.

Mr. Hartrey: You want it right now,

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[8.07 p.m.]: The Leader of the Opposition
bases his charge against the Government
on these words--

In spite of considerable financial as-
sistance running at a record level from
the Commonwealth Government, the
State Government has proved incap-
able of arresting the Increase In un-
employment in Western Australia-

Every State has had substantial assistance
from the Commonwealth Government and
only one State has received less than West-
ern Australia has received. That State is
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Tasmania. With regard to this handout of
assistance, every other State except Tas-
mania has received more from the Com-
monwealth Government than Western
Australia has received.

Mr. O'Neil: What about the per capita
basis?

Mr. May: Does that make any differ-
ence?

Mr. O'Neil: It does make a difference.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is the fact of

the matter. This reference to "considerable
financial assistance running at a record
level"-

Mr. O'Neil: You are not fooling anyone
with that sort of junk.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If It is running at
a record level in Western Australia, it Is
running at a record level in every other
State of Australia, because this State re-
ceives no special assistance over and above
the other States.

Mr. Hutchinson: But we are still the
worst off.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That fixes that
point.

Mr. Hutchinson. It does not fix It at all.
Mr. O'Neil: Even if relativities were

maintained, why are we the Worst in uan-
employment?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have only been
going for about 10 seconds. Give me a
chance. The next point Is that we have
proved incapable of arresting the increase
in unemployment.

Mr. O'Neil* You should have deleted al!
words after "incapable."

Mn. J. T. TONKIN: So has the rest of
Australia proved itself incapable of arrest-
ing unemployment,

Mr. Hutchinson: There are degrees here.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Listening to the

Leader of the Opposition, one would think
the circumstances which obtained In West-
ern Australia were peculiar to Western
Australia and not being experienced any-
where else.

Mr. O'Neil: The quality of the average
Western Australian is higher than the
quality of the average Australian, and you
should capitalise on it.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: I am fortunate in
having a copy of the Budget speech made
by the Federal Treasurer last evening. He
did not single out Western Australia when
he was laying the basis for what he In-
tended to do. What he says has equal
application to every State In Australia.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister for Labour and
National Service laid the blame on Western
Australia for its unemployment situation.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I quote what the
Federal Treasurer said-

The Economy:
Over the years the Australian

economy has demonstrated a growth
capacity of better than 5 per cent. in
real terms. In 1971-72 growth was 3
per cent.

Not just Western Australia falling off but
the economy of the whole of Australia.

Mr. O'Neil: Then we must have pulled
the average dawn.

Mr. May: You did, when you were in
Government.

Mr. O'Neil-. I nam talking about this year.
The Premier is talking about this year.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue with

the quotation-
We aim to step up that rate, and

the Budget is designed to do so.
Not to step up that rate in Western Aus-
tralia but to step up that rate in the
economy throughout Australia.

Mr. O'Neil: That happens to be a
national Government, I suppose you know.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
Last year was a difficult one-

He did not say "a difficult one in Western
Australia."

Mr. O'Neil: More difficult in Western
Australia. He is speaking about the nation.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Exactly. He Is re-
ferring to the nation.

Mr. O'Neil: We want you to talk about
Western Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition should get that well into
his head.

Mr. O'Neil: We want you to talk about
this State.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will, make no
mistake about that.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr, J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

Last year was a difficult one from
both a domestic and an international
viewpoint. We did well to come out
of it with a growth rate of 3 per cent.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The Federal Treas-

urer continued-
The ink was hardly dry on last

year's Budget before the International
monetary crisis Jolted world confidence
severely.

I assume from what the Leader of the
Opposition said that that affected only
Western Australia and not the other States.

Sir Charles Court: You overlook the fact
that in the previous years this State had
double the national average in growth rate.
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Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: To continue-,
Its consequences for our major trad-

ing partners, particularly Japan, damn-
pened expectations and led to capital
expenditure cutbacks in the mining
and other industries.

I remind members that the Federal Treas-
urer is speaking about every State in Aus-
tralia. He continued-

These uncertainties were reinforced
domestically by the continuing upsurge
of wage pressures. Costs and prices rose
rapidly and there was a marked set-
back to business confidence.

Listening to the Leader of the Opposition,
one is expected to accept that the loss of
business confidence was in Western Aus-
tralia alone.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is worse here.
Mr. May: What rot!
Mr. O'Neil: Figures prove it.
Mr. Hutchinson: Figures prove it.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Referring to the

Commonwealth, the situation was such
as to cause the Federal Treasurer to draw
attention to this "marked set-back to
business confidence." He said-

The employment outlook changed
quite quickly and consumers became
more cautious.

The impact of these developments
on the economy was far from uniform.
Public sector outlays grew strongly-
up about 13 Per cent in current prices.
Exports also rose strongly-up 13 per
cent. This rise has been reflected in,
among other things, a welcome lift in
farm incomes.

Another strong growth area has
been housing. Last year 146,000 new
dwellings were commenced-up 6 per
cent. The upward trend quickened
in the second half of the year.

Mr. O'Neil: It didn't quicken in West-
ern Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I continue-
This is one side of the coin. The

other is to be seen in the weakness
in consumer spending and in business
investment.

I ask the Opposition: Does that remark
apply to Australia, generally, or only to
Western Australia?

Sir Charles Court: It applies to Austra-
lia, generally; but in different degrees in
each State. You overlook the fact that
we had doubled the national rate of
growth when we were in Government.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: At least we have an
admission that it applies generally; but
there is a difference in degree.

Mr. O'Neil: You ought to be grateful to
the Federal Treasurer not only for money
but also for writing your speech.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Is the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition disputing that
we have reached agreement on that point?
I think I am entitled to assume that the
reference to weakness in consumer spend-
Ing and in business investment is a refer-
ence to the economy of every State in
Australia.

Mr. Hartrey: Of course it is.
Mr. Williams: The Federal Treasurer

will be highly delighted to hear that you
have given his Budget speech in the State
Parliament.

Mr. Reid: Would the Premier quote
from another three paragraphs further on
where it mentions unemployment?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Blackwood will have an opportunity to
quote what he likes.

Mr. Reid: I am fortunate inasmuch as
I also have a copy of the Budget speech.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Well, that is good
for the member for Blackwood. He may
quote from it ad lib when be has the op-
portunity.

Mr. Reid: There is an interesting para-
graph a little further on.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: Thank God for the

Federal Treasurer.
Mr. J. '1. TONKIN: I know members

opposite will not like this-
Mr. O'Connor: It is a very good Budget

speech.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -however, I was

indeed fortunate to obtain a verbatim
copy of an answer given by the Federal
Minister for Labour and National Service
(Mr. Lynch) in the House yesterday in
reply to a question by Mr. Berinson. That
gentleman asked Mr. Lynch about the
high degree of unemployment in the met-
ropolitan area in Western Australia, and
the Minister said this,-

It is certainly true that it is running
at a much higher level than the
national average. It is also true that
the Western Australian unemploy-
ment figures have been running at a
much higher level than the national
average for a long period of time.

Mr. O'Connor: Eighteen months is a
long time.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I pause to let that
sink in.

Mr. May: We cannot wait that long.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
The facts are that in the labour

market in that State, a deterioration
has taken place during the course of
the past two to three years.

Mr. May: Who said that?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This Government

has been in omfce for only 1j years.
Mr. O'Neil: Too long.
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Sir Charles Court: You go back and
quote the figures,

Mr. O'Neil. You have been in office the
best part of two years-or the worst part
of two years.

Mr: J. T. TONKIN: However, a Liberal
Federal Minister refers to a deterioration
which has taken place during the course
of the past two to three years.

Mr. Hutchinson: Two or three years, or
two to three years?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The period mention-
ed was two to three years.

Mr. Hutchinson: I would correct his
figures to read about 18 months.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Cottesloe may correct what he likes and
send a telegram to the Federal Minister
if he wishes. This is what the Federal
Minister for Labour and National Service
said: what is more, he Is right, and I will
prove it.

Sir Charles Court: He thinks it is an
awful long time since a change took place.

Mr. J. T1. TONKIN. Having made that
statement, the Federal Minister went on
to give reasons, and I remind members
that he prefaced these remarks by saying,
"The facts are ... "1 He said-

The factors which have been re-
sponsible for that position are simply
these. First, there has been the turn
down in the number of major develop-
mental projects and this reduced
employment In that area from 10,000
to, as I recall it, approximately 3,000.

Mr. O'Neil: There has been a- turndown
In development, all right. He is right
there.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Developmental pro-
jects, such as the building of places like
Robe River and Paraburdoo cannot go on
forever. We simply just cannot go on
building them forever.

Sir Charles Court: You could keep -some
of them going, though.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: So the situation was
that many workers were attracted from
other States to these jobs--to the extent
of 7,000-

Mr. Williams: And went back to their
own States.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -and found that
the jobs had been completed.

Mr. Williams: Are they still in this
State?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, many of them
are.

Mr. Q'Neil: Because they are not game
to go back to South Australia.

Mr. Hutchinson: They are waiting for
a change of Government.

Sir Charles Court: I hope they are, be-
cause we are going to need them.

Mr. J. T. TONKI: To continue with
the quotation-

This has had an effect on associ-
ated manufacturing, suppliers and en-
gineering firms. Secondly, there has
been a turn down in mineral activity,
because of trading conditions which
will be well known to the honourable
gentleman as he comes from that
State.

Mr. Orayden: A self-inflicted wound.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I continue-

Also I recall the downturn in prim.-
ary industry from about 1969.

Sir Charles Court: That Is an entirely
different factor.

Mr. O'Neil: You are looking for excuses.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am looking at the

cauises of unemployment, just as the Fed-
eral Minister for Labour and National
Service did.

Mr. O'Connor: Do you think his state-
ment is a fair statement?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN., I think what he Is
saying here Is factual. He went on-

There are some encouraging factors
in W.A.

Apparently he sees something which the
Opposition cannot see.

Mr. O'Neil: The prospect of a change of
Government; that is the encouraging
factor.

Mr. May: Federally, yes.
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN.1 I continue to quote

the Federal Minister-
In terms of the Rural Industry

farmers are reporting better seasons.
There arc signs of increased optimism
in industry and the mining Industry
Is expected to reach its highest level
in this particular year.

Do members opposite still want to know
whether I accept this?

Mr. O'Connor: No, you have answered
that.

Mr. Hutchinson: It Is good that you are
using the Federal Minister's material
again.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: I continue to quote
the Federal Minister-

He had discussed with State Minis-
ter for Labour. The fact remains that
in the terms of the Western Australian
market it is a question for Western
Australia to go out and sell that
State-

Sir Charles Court: Ah, that is the stuff!
Mr. O'Neil; Now we are coming to the

nitty-gritty. We have been telling you
that for months.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: But listen to this-
-and to bring in new and more diver-
sified industries.

Sir Charles Court: That is what we have
been telling you tonight.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Diversified indus-
tries which are not here at present after
12 Years of the previous Government.

Sir Charles Court: That is absolute non-
sense.

Mr. Hutchinson: He did not say that
last bit.

Sir Charles Court: We had got to the
stage where we did not have enough room
to make a sandwich because we were under
so much pressure.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Federal Min-
ister referred to the downturn In rural
industry. Here Is a good indicator; I refer
to the Chamberlain factory which pro-
duces tractors and earthrnoving equip-
ment. Only 25 per cent, of its production
is sold in this State; so that company de-
pends upon prosperity in the rural In-
dustries if it is to have a satisfactory
sales year. I have before me the employ-
ment figures of the Chamberlain factory
covering all the years since 1959. These
figures were supplied to me by the manager
of that company. I wish to go back only
to 1969, which Is the year referred to by
Mr. Lynch.

Mr. MePharlin: Doesn't Chamberlain's
manufacture a lot of industrial machinery,
and not only rural machinery?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That merely em-
phasises my point. In 1969 the company
had 1,072 employees in its factory at
Welshpool. In 1970, when the previous
Government was still in office, the number
of employees tell to 669.

Sir Charles Court: I dealt with that
point.

Mr. W. G. Young: That was a drought
year.

Mr. May: Who said there was a
drought? Your leader said there wasn't.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: So I am grateful
for the interject-ion, because it proves the
Point that activity in the manufacturing
industries is related to the rural economy.-

Mr. Williams: Only in one section.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -and if there is a

downturn in the rural economy, as indeed
there was, in a State like Western Aus-
tralia one must expect some serious con-
sequences elsewhere.

Sir Charles Court: This had taken place
before the change of Government. I made
that point in my speech. It affected fer-
tilisers and many other things.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The number of em-
ployees. in the factory I mentioned fell
from 1,0-72 to 669 when the Leader of the
Opposition was in Government.

Sir Charles Court: That is right; I made
that point.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Now, I come to 1971
-still in the period of office of the previ-
ouis Government. The number of employees
rose to 888, but it was still well below the
number of employees in 1969. 1 turn now
to the present situation-this year-when
this Government is supposed to be doing
nothing and is supposed to be responsible
for the unemployment situation. What is
the number of employees at Chamberlain's
factory? The factory has more men em-
ployed now than it had employed In 1969.

Sir Charles Court; Of course that is
how it should be.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The reason is that
the partial recovery in the rural industries
is reflected in the general economy. It is
reflected not only in Western Australia-
because only 25 per cent of the production
of that company Is sold here-but
throughout the whole of Australia, as the
Federal Minister for Labour said in his
statement.

Sir Charles Court: That only makps
your argument weaker. Let us have the
figures for Hadwa, Vickers, Structural En-
gineering, Forwood Down, etc.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition continually says how much he
would like to be back in Government, but
under his breath he is praying to God
that it will not happen at the present time.

Sir Charles Court: Just give us half a
chance!

Mr. Q'Neil: Resign and give us a go!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If the Leader of the
Opposition is the magician he claims to be,
what happened to his magic during the
period I am about to detail?

Sir Charles Court: We had a fairly suc-
cessful period in office. I would say.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have in front of
me the unemployment figures for Western
Australia going back to May, 1970.

Mr. O'Neil: I have them going back to
July, 1958.

Mr. May: "May" sounds better.
Mr- J. T. TONKIN: One would expect,

as a result of the tremendous magic of the
Leader of the Opposition, that the figures
would not have worsened at all; that hav-
ing seen the signs he would have put
something in the pipeline and, waving his
magic wand, would have corrected the
downturn.

Sir Charles Court: Weren't those per-
centages lovely?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am not about to
quote percentages; I am about to quote
figures.
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Sir Charles Court: Because it suits you
better. I will tell you that in 1961 we
were talking about 6,000; today we are
talking about 12,000.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I know the Leader
of the Opposition will not like to hear
these figures, but he will hear them even
if we have to stay here till midnight.

Sir Charles Court: We are anxious to
hear them as long as you also give the
percentages. We have the percentages,
and if you do not give them, we will.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition would not attempt to give these
figures. In May. 1970, there were regis-
tered for employment 4,337 Persons; In
June, 1970, the number had risen to 5.147;
there was a slight drop in July to 5,054;
there was a further fall in August to 4,373;
in September it was 3,817; in October the
figure was 3,554; in November it was 3,781;
and In December the figure was 5,703.

Sir Charles Court: That included school
leavers.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In January, 1971.
the figure was 6,961; and In February:
1971, it was 6,744.

Sir Charles Court: Give us the figure as
at the 31st July last.

Mr. J. T. TONKINI: So, from a figure
of 4,337 in May, 1970, the unemployment
position rose to 6,744 In February, 1971.

Mr. O'Neil: The figure is 12,000 now, or
nearly double that figure.

Mr. J. T. TON KIN: Whilst these thou-
sands of unemployed were being added, and
for whom the heart of the Leader of the
opposition bleeds, what was he doing about
the matter?

Sir Charles Court: Will you tell the
House that in January and February you
get the greatest impact of the school leav-
ers on the figures of the unemployed, and
that as at the 31st July last when you
were in office there were over 12,000 un-
employed-an all-time high?

Mr. O'Neil: The last year when your
Government was last in office You had to
keep the children at school because there
was no work.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with
the point that the Opposition is supposed
to have the expertise to prevent an In-
crease in unemployment.

Mr. O'Neil: In 1958 the school children
were kept at school because there was no
work for them at all.

Mr. J. T. TONKI: The charge by the
opposition against this Government is
that having received a largesse from the
Commonwealth we have been unable to
arrest the drift in unemployment. I Would
point out, so was the previous Government.

Sir Charles Court: That is not true. The
figure of 6,000 you mentioned In our term
of office included the school leavers, but as
against that there were 12,000 unemployed
in July, at a time when the figure of uin-
employed should be down.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The drift was on
then.

Sir Charles Court: During your term
the figure of unemployed has doubled.
This happened at a time when the figure
should have been on the way down.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We on this side
would not attempt to minimise the
seriousness of the situation which con-
fronts us and, indeed, the whole of
Australia. It is a serious situation when
so many people are unemployed; but It
serves no useful purpose to endeavour to
ignore the real causes of the present level
of unemployment in an attempt to gain
political capital out of a situation which
had its genesis, as admitted by the Federal
Minister for Labour, during the term of
the previous Government.

Mr. O'Neil: We also suggested a cure,
but you have not done anything about it.

Sir Charles Court: We told you what to
do to rectify the position.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The previous Gov-
ernment was all for the highest possible
rate of economic growth, and it rightly
encouraged the development of the vast
undeveloped mineral resources of the
State, although as I have said before-
and it bears repetition-the Government
deliberately delayed Hamersley Iron from
getting into production.

Sir Charles Court: That is not so.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To hear the Leader

of the Opposition one would think the
previous Government invented the iron
ore, invented the nickel, and invented the
bauxite.

Sir Charles Court: It broke the embargo
on the export of Iron ore, and got the de-
velopment going.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If one listens to
members opposite one would believe that
they were solely responsible f or the huge
investment in mining in the last decade
which was primarily responsible for the
growth of employment in Western Aust-
ralia, and for the bouyancy in the build-
Ing and engineering industries during that
period. The investment in mining came
about because the producing companies
were able to obtain markets.

Sir Charles Court: Who helped them to
get the markets?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I happen to recall
that the Leader of the Opposition com-
municated with some people in Japan,
and told them not to listen to a certain
man who was trying to sell them iron ore.

Sir Charles Court: I would like you to
give evidence of that.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: There are the facts
on the file.

Sir Charles Court: Give it to Parliament.
You ate like your deputy in saying this,
but you are not prepared to put the file on
the table.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Does, the Leader of
the Opposition want it?

Sir Charles Court; Yes.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is in connection

with Hancock and Wright.
Sir Charles court: I want it together

with all the other mining operations; I
want them to be tabled. You are like
your deputy and squib this every time.

Mr. J. T. TONIN:* Squib what?
Sir Charles Court: Placing these files on

the table.
Mr. J7. T. TONKIN: The other evening

when I was challenging the credibility of
the Leader of the Opposition and had the
file here I offered to Place it on the Table
of the House. I was not asked to do It.

Sir Charles Court: My predecessor and
I have asked that it be placed on the
table.

Mr. J. T. TONIKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition did not ask for that to be done.
I said I was prepared to table it.

Sir Charles Court: I said to Put it on
the table.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Does the Leader of
the Opposition want me to place it on
the table?

Sir Charles Court- Yes, and let the
world see it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It will be done to-
morrow.

Sir Charles Court: Do not put part of
the papers on the table. Put all the papers
orn the table.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: I will place on the
Table of the House all the papers on the
file which the Leader of the opposition
has not taken out.

Paint of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: On a point of

order I ask for that remark to be with-
drawn, because it is a reflection on my
honesty and integrity. I defy the Premier
to give an instance where I was supposed
to have taken papers out of a file.

The SPEAKER: I must ask the Premier
to withdraw that remark.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I withdraw the re-
mark in the terms in which it was made.
I will point out that the files are not
complete, and some papers are missing.

Debate Resumed
Sir Charles Court: Why do you blame

that on me?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It was mostly the
honourable member's files when his Gov-
ernment was in office.

Sir Charles Court: It was for a different
reason altogether that the trouble arose
with the files.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will put on the
Table of the House all the papers I have
in connection with this matter.

Sir Charles Court:. Not only those from
one department.

Mr. J. T. TONK2IN: The file I was quot-
ing from; that is enough.

Sir Charles Court: Be fair and put all
the papers on the table.

Mr. J. T. TONII This file shows con-
clusively that there was a written pro-
posal'put to the Government and con-
sidered by Cabinet; and this resulted in
delay in the establishment of Hamersley
Iron.

Sir Charles Court: It did not.
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: Yes, it did. The file

which I will table tomorrow will prove It.
Sir Charles Court: Hamersley was

completed in record time, and ended up
bigger than ever envisaged.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That has nothing
to do with what I have said.

Mr. O'Neil: You are embarrassing the
Minister for Mines.

Mr. May: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is joking. What about the
case of Paraburdoo?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is a well-known
fact that if the market is not available
the development cannot take place. Why
is it there has been a downturn in the
activities of Ooldsworthy, Newman, and
Hamersley? The reason is that the Japan-
ese market has heen reduced, because the
quantity that country took was above the
minus options in the contracts. Could the
Leader of the Opposition have induced the
Japanese to adhere to the contracts and
accept the full amount contracted for? Of
course not. He would have had to accept
the situation as it existed. The result of
that has been a reduction in the work force
and a cut-down in overtime which was
previously worked by these companies.

Sir Charles Court: That does not hap-
pen to be the only activity in the State.
As one development and industry declines,
you build some other up in its place.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition must have known that the in-
flow of capital for Investment in mining
could not go on indefinitely at the high
rate of earlier years. We cannot go on
encouraging the formation of additional
Iron ore producers, because the product
will not be marketable, and companies
will not be prepared to establish mining
projects if they have not a market for the
product which they desire to sell.

2594



[Wednesday, 16 August, 19721 2595

Sir Charles Court: Iron ore is not the
only thing, you know. There are many
other things to be developed.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Oh. yes! Has the
Leader of the Opposition heard of Brazil?

Sir Charles Court: Of course I have.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: And has the Leader
of the Opposition heard of the quality and
quantity of iron ore it has to sell?

Sir Charles Court: I have been trying
to tell this Parliament that for years, but
it will not listen.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: And does the Leader
of the opposition know there is a limit to
what the market can absorb?

Mr. May: which we found out this year.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We support a policy
of the development of the State's natural
resources, but we would be dishonest if we
did not admit that the inevitable result of
pursuing such a policy is that the economy
and the work forces of the State become
wore vulnerable to the fluctuations of over-
seas markets for the products of new mines
and the processing industries.

A State of 1,000,000 people can only
achieve a high rate of economic growth by
producing for export markets. If there is
a slump in tbose markets, as has occurred,
our own economy, inevitably, must reflect
that slump, and the greater our dependence
on overseas markets the greater is the Im-
pact on our own economy in the event of
developments overseas, and the less con-
trol the Government has over the local
economy.

It is true we can take steps to stimulate
internal demand as the Federal Govern-
ment has asserted it proposes to do in
accordance with the Budget it delivered
yesterday. We can have a Government
works programme as far as our resources
will allow, but we cannot, unless we are
the magician the Leader of the Opposition
claims to be. create an upturn in world
markets-

Sir Charles Court: Not me, but my Gov-
ernment.

Mr. J. T. TONY-IN: -for mineral pro-
ducts. Wheat and wool represent the key
to our return to a high rate of economic
expansion in this State. Fortunately the
indications are that there are substantial
improvements in this area and if these
improvements eventuate they will assist
greatly in lifting the confidence of com-
mercial interests. It is easy to call on the
Government to do more to stimulate this
confidence. Why have not the other State
Governments done this? Why have they
not stimulated more confidence in their
States? All States have a serious unem-
ployment problem even though the per-
centage of unemployment Is not as great
as in Western Australia.

Mr. Williams: Is not the problem in
the other States mainly in the country
areas in proportion to the unemployment
in this State?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We have far more
unemployment in the metropolitan area
than they have in the other States. There
is a large amount of unemployment in the
metropolitan area of South Australia, and
a fairly substantial amount of unemploy-
ment in the metropolitan area of New
South Wales.

Mr. Williams: But the greatest per-
centage of their unemployment is in the
country districts, is it not?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is right. The
work generated by investments in big min-
ing projects brought buoyant conditions to
this State's industry, and the plain fact is
that this has temporarily dried UP for the
reasons given by The Hon. Phillip Lynch.
I do not believe there is anyone who seri-
ously doubts that as the Japanese economy
Picks up and growth is resumed in our
markets there winl be a resumption of in-
vestment in the major projects which are
now only marking time.

The Leader of the Opposition referred
to the number of agreements that were
brought here from time to time. But I
remember one of those agreements in par-
ticular. it was the agreement for the
Mitchell Plateau project entered into with
Amax. At the time I said that, because
of the low grade bauxite in that area, I
had grave doubts as to whether this project
would operate-

Sir Charles Court: It will.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -but the Minister

for Industrial Development at that time-
the Present Leader of the Opposition-
Po-poohed the idea that this would be
the outcome.

Mr. O'Neil: Do you still have grave
doubts?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, and for good
reason, because I have had talks with
Amax to ascertain what is the possibility
of the Government granting assistance to
enable it to get moving, and Amax bad
to Indicate to me that because of rising
costs and the result of the latest feasibility
study the time was not ripe for it to go
ahead with this project.

Mr. O'Neil: It did not postpone it per-
manently, though.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No, but it is de-
pendent upon the Government's attitude as
to what will ultimately happen.

Mr. O'Neil: If you change the attitude
you will change the Government.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Not necessarily.
Sir Charles Court: I do not think you

are very Pleased with the way the com-
ments made by your deputy rang around
the world in criticism of Showa Denko and
the Japanese generally.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with
the position as it happened. The Leader
of the Opposition brought this agreement
here some time ago and I expressed doubts
about It at the time and so far they have
proved to be right.

Sir Charles Court: No, they have not;
it is a great project.

Mr. J. T. TONKI Yes, but at present
it exists only on the drawing board. How-
ever, according to the Leader of the
Opposition, with his magic, he could get
this project going.

Sir Charles Court: I could. You ques-
tioned the other things we got going.
People used to laugh at us, but they were
done.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Whether the Op-

position is prepared to accept it or not.
the Government is actively working with
companies which have projects with which
they desire to proceed at some time, and
only this morning I was speaking to a
gentleman from the United States of
America who is associated with one of
these big companies, and he informed me
that he thought his company would be
ready, by the end of September or early
in October, to sign an agreement with
the Government: but he said, "Whether
we are able to proceed or not will depend
upon our being able to obtain orders for
the Iron ore." Of course It does, but the
Leader of the Opposition would pull the
orders out of a hat.

Sir Charles Court: There are things
other than iron ore, you know. Good
heavens!

Mr. Lapham: Why did you not develop
them when you were in office?

Mr. J. T. TONKZN: The Leader of the
Opposition wanted to know what the Gov-
ernment had done, and Is doing. From
funds provided by the Commonwealth
Government for the relief of unemploy-
ment in nonmetropolitan areas, we have
allocated, to local authorities, Government
departments a nd instrumentalities,
$2,020,000 in 1971-72 and $1,611,021 in
the current year.

Mr. O'Neil: Where did you say those
funds came from?

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: From the Common-
wealth. A further $1,028,979 will be avail-
able from this source-

Mr. O'Neil: From the Commonwealth?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes. A further
$1,028,979 will be available from this
source for expenditure during the remain-
der of the period to the 31st ]December,
this year. From our own limited resources
we have allocated $2,840,000-

Mr. Rushton: For what period is that?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN:-speciflcally for the
relief of unemployment in the metropoli-
tan area. These funds have been made
available for labour-intensive works and
comprise $1,840,000 to Government de-
partmnents and instrumentalities, and
$1,000,000 to local authorities. In addition,
almost $12,000,000 has been allocated in
a crash programme of public works to be
financed from loan money which will be-
come available in 1972-73.

Mr. Rushiton: That is where you have
fallen down.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This Includes the
following:-

School buildings... ..
Metropolitan public works
State Housing Commis-

sion new headquar-
ters ... ... ..

State Housing Commnis-
sion release of funds
to building societies

7,258,000
2,600.000

1,500,000

500,000

$11,858,000

However, as members realise, there Is a
limit to which the State Government can
go to assist with the problem of unem-
ployment. The constraint, of course, is
limited resources within the ambit of
Commonwealth-State financial relations.
Several applications have been made to
the Commonwealth for special considera-
tion for Western Australia In view of our
unique situation.

Mr. O'Nell: Another letter.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have repeatedly

pointed out that the State's unemploy-
ment problem lies in the metropolitan
area. At the end of July it represented 75
per cent., compared with New South Wales
47 per cent.; Victoria 64.2 per cent.;
Queensland 37.4 per cent.; South Australia
'11.5 per cent.; and Tasmania 54.5 per
cent. As a result, the Commonwealth
assistance for relief of rural unemploy-
ment is of less benefit here than in the
other States.

Notwithstanding our special problem the
Commonwealth Government has repeatedly
refused to supply funds to assist with the
alleviation of unemployment in the metro-
politan area; and I was very disappointed
to find no provision at aUl for it in the
Federal Budget delivered last night.

During his speech the Leader of the Op-
position kept holding up Queensland as a
model, and suggesting we should hot-foot
it to Queensland.

Mr. Rushton: Not as a model but-
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: As a model!
Mr. Williams: No.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Oh yes. Send some-

one over there to look!
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Mr. Wiliams: As a reasonable compari-
son.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That would be all
right if Queensland stood out and had no
Increase In unemployment; but, like other
States, Queensland has had increasing un-
employment. I have here-

Sir Charles Court: No numbers. What
about percentages?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -the Monthly Re-
view of the Employment Situation issued
by the Minister for Labour and National
Service (The Hon. Phillip Lynch, M.P.),
so there is no questioning the authenticity
of this document.

Mr. R. L. Young: Only in the way it is
translated.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is a fine com-
meat. If the honourable member's mind
runs so low as to believe I would delibet-
tely falsify the figures from a publication,
I am sorry for him.

Mr. O'Neil. He did not say "falsify." He
was referring to the Interpretation. That
is quite different.

Mr. J. T, TONKIN: I1 can read, thank
God.

Sir Charles Court: As a matter of fact
it is just as well you can read tonight
from the number of quotations you are
making.

Mr. J. T. TONKU'l: In July, 1970,' the
total unemployment in Queensland was
7,233.

Mr. Williams: What was that as a per-
centage?

Mr. O'Connor: it is 1.3-something.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with

the increase in numbers of people.
Mr. Williams: Give us the percentages

as well.
Mr. 3. T1. TONKCIN: The honourable

member can work them out for himself.
Mr. O'Neil: One out of two is 50 per

cent.
Mr. J. TI. TONIN., The figure in July,

1970, was 7,233. By July, 1971, it had
risen by more than 1,000 It had gone
to 8,373; and in July, 1972, it had in-
creased to 10,352.

Mr. O'Neil: Our figure is 12,000 with a
much lower population.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: So it has increased
from '7,233 in July. 1970. to 10,352 in July,
1972.

Mr. O'Neil: Ours went from 6,000 to
12,000 in the same period.

Mr. J. T'. TONKINT: one must agree that
an increase of 3.000 on a total of 7.000
is indeed a substantial increase, irrespec-.
tive of the percentages.

Mr. O'Neil: That is three-sevenths. Ours
is 100 per cent.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN4: Prom 7,000 to 10,000
is a substantial Increase in unemploy-
went. It represents 3,000 additional people
without Jobs in Queensland.

Mr. O'Neil: There were 6,000 additional
in the same period here.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The reason is as
given by the Federal Treasurer:, that is,
because of the conditions which affected
all States.

To Place further emphasis on the point
that we do not stand alone in this serious
situation, I have here a copy of The
Australian of Tuesday, the 15th August.
1972, and the heading is "Jobless shock
Liberals".

Mr. O'Neil: It is shocking the Labor
Government, too.

Mr. J. 'T. TONKIN: We can exclude
Western Australia then. So the Liberals
must be shocked by the Jobless in the
other States.

Mr. Williams: We have Liberals here
in Western Australia.

Mr. Mclver: Not many.
Mr. Williams: Quite enough, and there

will be more next time.
Mr. O'Neil: Give us a chance to find

out.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The subheading in

the article reads, "Dismay and alarm over
highest July figure in 10 years".

Sir Charles Court: You did your share
to make those figures.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This article Is deal-
Ing with the whole of Australia and not
just with Western Australia. It indicates
the figures are the worst July figures for
10 years.

Mr. QONeil: Ours are the worst for at
least 15 years-probably 25 years.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We are accused
of failing because of the large handout
from the Commonwealth to arrest the
growth of unemployment. Every other
State has had a handout on a comparable
basis-

Mr. O'Neil: I am glad You said that-
a comparable basis.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -and they have all
failed to arrest the growth of unemploy-
ment to such an extent that there is alarm.
and dismay.

Sir Charles Court: Those are the words
of The Australian, or course, which is
battling very hard to bring about a change
of Government in the Federal sphere.

Mr. May: It would not need to battle
very hard.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!I
Sir Charles Court:. The Premier is

battling very hard with- his argument,
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Sir David Brand: He doesn't have much
of an argument to battle with.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The article reads-
Hard-core unemployment increased

In all States by a total of 7,361 to
112,290. It is the biggest increase in
any month in the past year and the
highest July figure for 10 years....
Both Mr. Lynch and Mr. McMahon
have been confidently predicting since
April that unemployment would
steadily improve,

As the Leader of the Opposition does not
like The Australian and thinks it is
biased-

Sir Charles Court: I do not dislike it.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -1 will give a

quotation from the Adelaide Sunday Mail
of the 15th April, 1972. The article reads--

Still no jobs for Australian unem-
ployed.

National unemployment levels In
March did not improve, according to
figures to be released on Monday.

The figures will disclose that, des-
pite a f all of more .than 1.5,000 in the
actual number out of work, the un-
employment total, after allowing for
seasonal factors, has exceeded 100,000.

This is the first time since 1963 that
seasonally adjusted unemployment
has reached six figures.

.In confirmation of that statement I will
refer to The Australian of the 18th April.
1972, where it is reported that the em-
ployment in large private factories fell by
2,011 compared with increases of 1,005 and
1,914 in the same month of the previous
two years, while the amount of overtime
worked was down by almost one-third.
That indicates, of course, that the situa-
tion Is general throughout Australia.

Mr. O'Connor: You feel that the pattern
is the same?

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: I will now quote
from The Australian Financial Review of
the 15th August, 1972, which is right up
to date. I quote as follows:-

The unemployment situation con-
tinued, predictably, to worsen during
July;, the seasonally adjusted rate of
unemployment rose to 2 per cent of
the labour force, and the number of
unemployed rose to 112,290, more than
7,000 higher than in June.

.Announcing these figures yesterday,
the Minister for Labour and National
Service, Mr. Lynch, claimed that "last
month's figures must be seen in the
context of serious industrial turmoil
and uncertainty created by the recent
oil industry dispute. Quite apart from
the numbers stood down, employers
Would have been understandably reluc-
tant to engage labour until the position
was clarified."

This kind of special pleading on
each month's labour figures has been
often enough exposed: it is surprising
that Mr Lynch should continue to in-
dulge In it.

For' whatever the special reasons
that it is possible to think up to ex-
plain away the continuing upward
trend in unemployment, it nevertheless
remains that there is In fact an up-
ward trend, not just a random move-
ment. And there are special factors
which are regular, and which directly
gainsay Mr Lynch's selection.

Mr. O'Neil: Having praised Mr. Lynch
so much at the beginning of your speech,
are you now agreeing that his criticism is
valid?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I am agreeing there
is an upward trend.

Sir Charles Court: I am looking forward
to the day when I will see the Premier and
Mr. Lynch on the same truck in Forrest
Place.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What that has to do
with the argument I do not know.

Sir Charles Court: Well, you have been
using Phil Lynch and Bill Snedden all
night.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: One needs only to
put a simple question: is there or is there
not an upward trend 'in unemployment
throughout Australia?

Mr. Thompson: But it is greater here
than anywhere else.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Of course, the
answer is, "Yes."

Mr. O'Neil: With almost 3 per cent. we
are boosting the Australian average.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Despite the hand-
some handouts to all the States--and we
are only one out of six-the upward trend
in unemployment continues.

Mr. Hutchinson: But it is twice as high
here.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition said that under Liberal Crov-
erriments there is not this unemployment,
but under Labor Governments there is un-
employment. Now, what party was in
Government in 1961 and in 1963? It was
Liberal in this State, and In the Common-
wealth.

Sir Charles Court: Australia was in a
state of credit squeeze and we were equal
with Victoria and Queensland with the
lowest figure,

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: The Liberal G~ov-
ermnent, with the magic expressed by the
Leader of the Opposition, would have got
over that.

Mr. ONel: In 1961 we were 0.4 per cent
below the national average.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: All shame on the
Liberal Government if having the solution
it allowed this to occur at the time.

Sir Charles Court: But we were equal
lowest.

Mr. O'Neil: You are almost double the
national average.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: With the great skill
which the Liberal Government possessed
what is the excuse for allowing this situa-
tion to develop? it is a bit late after
allowing it to develop to say that it was
the result of the credit squeeze. Why not
stop the credit squeeze?

Sir Charles Court: Your then leader
moved his motion in this House when we
were the lowest in the Commonwealth.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That has nothing
to do with the statement of the Leader of
the opposition. His statement was, and
is, that the Liberal Party holds the key to
the situation. Despite the fact that there
is an upward trend In unemployment in
the other States he could stop it.

Sir Charles Court: Not me personally,
but our party.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, the Leader of
the Opposition, personally.

Mr. O'Neil: The people hold the key to
the situation.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. O'Neil: The Government should

give them a chance.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is interesting to

read what Sir David Brand had to say in
thle political notes published in The West
Australian on the 13th April, this year.

Sir Charles Court: The Premier should
read what he had to say on the 16th
March. That is interesting.

. Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Sir David Brand was
dealing with this very question of Liberal
policy, and he spoke as follows:-

Under these policies Australia has
had two decades of relative prosperity
except for the downturn in the
1961-62...

And having all this great skill.

Sir Charles Court: He was talking about
Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: NO, about Western
Australia.

Sir Charles Court: Read it again.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Sir David Brand went
on as follows:-

The economic situation of 1971-72-
Sir Charles Court: Read the shiny bit.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have quoted the
figures.

Mr. O'Neil: Did you state they were for
Western Australia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have quoted the
Western Australian figures.

Sir Charles Court: Let us have the nice
shiny bit.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Towards the end of
the article, it continues as follows:-

Now the economy baa improved-
So this situation must have been due to
something being wrong with the economy.
I did not think that could occur with a
Liberal Government.

Sir David Brand: You used to say some-
thing different when you were over here.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue the
quote-

-the flexibility of the Government's
policies has enabled beneficial meas-
ures to be taken. This week's taxa-
tion reductions and pension increases
are a step in the right direction.

Sir David Brand: That Is right.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

There are still some problems-
My word, that is remarkable! Problems
still existed when the former Leader of
the Opposition was in the Government.
That is magic. He should have solved
them overnight.

Mr. O'Neil: To which year are you re-
ferring?

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: To continue-
There are still some problems but

as Federal Government action gen-
erates more confidence and things re-
turn to normal the economy will get
into top gear once more.

That is this year.

Sir Charles Court: That is right; you
are talking about Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Here was the solu-
tion put forward by the previous Premier.
"As Federal Government action generates
more confidence ."So there must have
been a loss of confidence Previously, we
are told this only occurs under a Labor
Government; this loss of confidence.

Mr. O'Neil: Apparently the Federal
Government did something about It; you
have not done anything.

Mr. J. T. TONIN: This confidence
must have been lost. That is a most re-
markable situation in view of what we have
heard this evening. The solution to this
was going to be that Federal Government
action generates some confidence and
things return to normal. What things
are going to return to normal? Why, the
very things which are not normal today.

Sir Charles Court: He was talking about
the Australian scene, not specifically
Western Australia.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: I quote-
... the economy will get into top

gear once more.
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Welt, I suppose If we took any notice of
that, following the very lavish Budget
issued last night which is to put purchas-
Ing power into the hands of people who
have not got it, this will generate the
confidence which Sir David Brand spoke
about, and the economy will get into top
gear. I am afraid it is not going to be
that easy.

I have read predictions which I hesi-
tate to accept: That unemployment In
Australia will keep on rising until it reaches
200,000, God forbid that should ever occur.

Mr. Rushton: Your leader suggested
that.

Mr. O'Neil; Those are the predictions of
Bob Hawke, another prophet of gloom.

Mr. J. T, TONKfI: Whatever the Op-
position may think of the present situation
it is interesting to see a projection in a
book called The Australian Economy, Busi-
ness Forecasts 1972-82. It is prepared by
W. D. Scott & Co. Pty. Ltd., Management
Consultants. These people enjoy a very
high reputation.

Mr. O'Connor: Were not they a group
which you criticised when In Opposition
for having done work for us?

Mr. J. T. TONKI: I am not aware of
it.

Sir Charles Court: They are the people
we involved in the study of inland fer-
tiliser works. They were engaged by us
and got rid of by the present Government.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Whbat interests me is
a graph in this book, which shows what
is expected with regard to the growth of
each capital city in Australia between 1971
and 1981. 1 will hold it up for members
to see so that I may prove my point.
Members will see that Perth has the high-
est column; In fact, it is twice as high
as any other State. These columns rep-
resent the growth rates of the State.

Mr. O'Connor: Is that the unemploy-
ment growth rate?

Mr. O'Neil: It is the population growth
rate.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It Is the growth
rate of cities in terms of wealth and every-
thing which goes with that.

Mr. Stephens: It must allow for a
change of Government at the next elec-
tion.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It has not been
drawn up in anticipation of a change of
Government this week or next week.

Rm O'Connor: When did they draw this
up? It does not matter if you do not
know.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is a recent pub-
lication.

Mr. O'Connor: Is it this year?

Mr. J. T. TONKIUN: It is 1972.
Mrt. O'Connor: That is all I wanted to

know.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The graph shows a

tremendous growth rate for Perth in rela-
tion to the rest of the State and compared
with other capital cities. I believe this will
be achieved. I have several reasons for
saying this. Gas has been discovered off
the north-west shelf and, almost weekly,
another reservoir of gas is discovered. I
am told there is a good possibility of oil
being discovered.

Sir Charles Court: I hope that Is right.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: There are several

projects in that area which have been
discussed with the Government. I refer to
uranium, nickel, and iron Ore.

Mr. O'Connor:, This is what we like to
hear if they are concrete propositions.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: These are proposals
currently under consideration. When the
climate alters a little, they can be expected
to start off. I repeat that, unless these
people are successful in obtaining orders,
they cannot be expected to go ahead and
risk their capital by getting ready to supply
a commodity which they are not in a posi-
tion to sell. Business is not done that way.
It will require an improvement in the
general outlook for these proposals to be-
come active and to go ahead.

I make no complaint against the Opposi-
tion for trying to make political capital-

Sir Charles Court: We are not.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -out of a situation

which is a worrying one. It has always
been thus and always will be thus.

Sir Charles Court: It Is our responisi-
bility.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: However, we do
expect that the situation, as it exists, will
be factually and truthfully Portrayed and
not exaggerated deliberately to present a
Picture which is other than the true one.
This Government will continue to do its
utmost to bring confidence into the private
sector and to give a lead in the Govern-
ment sector. The Government Is just as
much concerned-if not more so-as the
Opposition that there are people out of
work in Western Australia, and a greater
Percentage than is to be found In the other
States. However, I say quite clearly-and
I defy any successful rebuttal-that, irre-
spective of what Government had been in
office in Western Australia, the Japanese
shipping strike would have occurred. The
Japanese would have cut back their intake
of iron ore because of the 10 per cent.
surcharge on imports Put on by the United
States and because of the devaluation of
the United States dollar.

The Leader of the Opposition, with all
his magic, would not have been able to
Prevent the devaluation of the United
States dollar.
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Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: Nor would he have

been able to prevent the imposition of a
10 per cent. surcharge 'which threw the
Japanese economy into a state of turmoil.

Sir Charles Court: Queensland has been
through all this. It has the same economy
and has faced the same international
scene.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: That is the fact of
the matter.

Sir Charles Court: We are telling you
the fact of the matter.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN:* If the Leader of
the Opposition can delude anybody into
believing he is the magician of the age-

Sir Charles Court: I am not. it was
the coalition Government that achieved the
results.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -I am sure the
Premiers of the other States, who could
not in any way be satisfied with their
numbers of unemployed despite the fact
that their percentages are less than ours,
would have been asking the Leader of the
Opposition to give them the solution to
their problems. Surely members must think
that the present Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which is facing an election, is seri-
ously concerned about unemployment in
Australia? How concerned do members
think the Commonwealth Government
would be about unemployment in Western
Australia which sends only nine members
to the Federal Parliament? It is the
existence of unemployment throughout
Australia about which the McMahon Gov-
ernment Is concerned.

Sir Charles Court: They know that in
this State the people understand who is
to blame; that is, your Government.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The argument now
is that in Western Australia the State
Government is to blame but, in the other
States, somebody else Is to blame.

Sir David Brand: That Is what you said
when you were in Opposition.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If the Opposition
can persuade people to believe that, I1
would be surprised indeed.

Mr. O'NelI: We are telling you that fact.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This situation is
general, so much so that we have seen the
most lavish Budget possible which is aimed
deliberately at winning votes because of
the serious unemployment situation which
exists right throughout the Commonwealth
of Australia.

Mr. Rushton: Do you give Mr. Hawke
credit for establishing that situation?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Consequently, the
complaint of the Opposition has a, hollow
ring, because it is not soundly based.

Sir David Brand: It is hollow, too, for
those who are unemployed.

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: The Opposition's
argument is based upon two points. The
first is that in spite of the large amount
of money this State has received from the
Commonwealth, we have been unable to
check the growth of unemployment, The
situation is the same in the rest of the
Commonwealth. We have had no more
money and no greater share of the
money-

Mr. O'Neil: You said a while ago that
you had received comparatively more.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -than the other
States. We have had a share in accordance
with the formula.

Mr. O'Neil: That is right.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This does not give

us the large amount of money, over and
above everybody else, which the Leader of
the opposition endeavoured to establish.
As this is a common factor, we can dis-
regard it.

Mr. O'Connor: There is the common
factor of employment.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The next point is
that the trend of unemployment through-
out the whole of Australia has continued
to such an extent that in July the unem-
ployment was the highest it has been for
that month for 10 years.

Mr. O'Neil: It was the highest July rate
in Western Australia for 25 years, and
almost double the national average,

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That shows that the
basis for the motion is not a real basis
at all. It does not exist in the way it was
presented. Naturally, we reject the motion.

Sir Charles Court: You have convinced
us how right we are.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) (9.20
p.mi.]: I rise to support the motion of our
Deputy Premier.

Mr. May: Deputy Premier?
Mr. O'CONNOR: I rise to support the

motion of our leader. At least I have got
it right now, which is something the
Premier has been unable to do tonight
with the figures he has put before the
House.

When we think back to 18 months or
two years ago, just prior to the last elec-
tion, the Deputy Premier was walking
around this State saying, "Make us the
Government and some changes will be
made."

Sir David Brand: What changes!
Mr. O'CONNOR: Had the people realised

at that time what changes would be made,
the Government would have remained in
the position it was in then: it would he
on the Opposition side of the House. If we

2601



2602 (ASSEMBLY.]

had an electi on at this point of time, that
is exactly where the Government would
be..

I support the motion of our leader be-
cause I believe It is necessary to stir this
Government Into some sort of action. The
employment position in Western Austra-
lia has been deteriorating for quite some
time. It was brought to the Premier's
notice in this House over 12 months ago,
and what did he say in answers to ques-
tions at that time? He said, 'We are hav-
ing a look at the position in Albany." That
Was a great statement when the whole of
the State was deteriorating to a stage of
critical unemployment, When It was stated
that by February of this Year there would
be in excess of 2 per cent. unemployment,
the Minister for Works laughed and re-
ferred to members on this side of the
House as "knockers." This Government
has shown its complete inability to arrest
this position. I certainly hope the com-
ments made here tonight will help it to
do something.

The latest statistics indicate that unem-
ployment in Western Australia is at about
3 per cent. With the school leavers this
year, what will the percentage be in
De cember, January, or February? it will
probably be in the vicinity of 4 per cent-
unless some action is taken. At this time
last year, when the unemployment posi-
tion was brought to the Government's
notice, no action was taken, and if no
action is taken on this occasion the posi-
tion will be far worse this time next year.

Our aim should be to provide lull em-
ployment. I believe that is the job of
members on both sides of the House. This
Government has failed to appreciate the
position. Instead of taking some action,
it keeps on looking for a scapegoat. It
should come forward with some positive
steps.

I was pleased to hear the Premier say,
towards the end of his speech this even-
ing, there were a number of projects
which he hoped would come into opera-
tion. He made the comment that he hopbd
to be able to make an announcement some
time next week in connection with an in-
dustry, or something of that nature, com-
mencing here. I certainly hope that is
correct, but so many such statements have
been made with nothing resulting from
them that we wonder whether anything
will come of this statement.

Figures have previously been quoted in
this House, and I read from page 2120 of
Hansard on Wednesday, the 2nd August-

Let us consider some of the head-
lines which have appeared in the
Press. In April, 1971, a headline ap-
peared which mentioned a new large
industry promised from Japan. On
the 25th April, 1971, another headline
spoke of a huge Swinana solar salt

prospect; then in June there was
mention of a $20,000,000 steel plant for
Western Australia-

There was mention of this plant being
located at Bunbury, at Albany, and at
Geraldton. Then the Government did not
know where it would be.

Mr. Hutchinson: This was front page
news, too.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Several of these items
were front page news. To continue-

-again, on the 19th June there was
mention of eight firms joining in a
$327,000,000 project. A number of
these headlines have been pointed out
already by the member for Floreat.
Other headlines were: In July,
"4Japanese bid for chemical plant"; on
the 18th July, "Giant iron and steel
venture soon"; and then later a head-
line appeared stating that the Premier
was back with a promise of jobs for
300,000.

What have we got from all these? I hope
we get a better result following the com-
ments made by the Premier this evening.

Mr. Davies: He did a good job.
Mr. O'CONNOR: That is why I say I

hope the Government will come forward
with some positive steps. I think the
Commonwealth Government has set an
excellent example in its latest action, and
I hope this Government will take a page
out of the Commonwealth's book. At this
point of time we have a peak in unemploy-
ment, stagnation, and decline, and the
Government has shown its lack of en-
thusiasm for helping the worker-

A large number of people have recently
approached me in regard to their unern-
ployment and seeking jobs close to the
metropolitan area. I have been able to
help some of them but I have not been
able to help others. I feel very sorry for
those people and I think we must do every-
thing we possibly can to improve the
position for them.

This evening we saw the Premier in a
most unusual role as a champion of Prime
Minister McMahon. He was hiding behind
the Prime Minister's shirt-fortunately,
a, see-through shirt. It was therefore very
easy to see what the real position was. I
think the Premier believed the figures he
quoted tonight. I think be believes this
State is in no worse a position than any
other State of Australia. However, this
State is in a worse position than the other
States, and we must realise it.

The Premier said other States received
more Commonwealth financial assistance
than did Western Australia. I think he
excluded Tasmania. Certainly, those
States receive more financial assistance for
the reason that they have larger popula-
tions. But on a per capita basis, West-
ern Australia received more than any other
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State of Australia--with the exception of
Tasmania, I think. Why do the other
States receive more money? Because they
have more people and pay more taxation.

The Premier went on to say that if
Western Australia is doing a bad job and
is incapable, so also are the other States.
However, the position in other States has
not deteriorated to the extent that West-
ern Australia's position has deteriorated.
If this State were in the same position as
Queensland, we-and, I am sure, the
Premier-would be very pleased today.
The Premier quoted figures stating that
the number of unemployed in Queensland
had increased from 7,000 to 10,000. and
he said that 3,000 was a large increase.
It is certainly a large increase, but in the
same period the number of unemployed
in Western Australia increased from 6,000
to 12,000.

Mr. Hutchinson: With a smaller popu-
lation.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes. We must also
bear in mind that because of the position
here, because of the way people felt, and
because of the general decline in Western
Australia, many people had left this State
and gone to States such as Queensland
looking for Jobs. Therefore, a number of
the unemployed in Queensland were people
who had left this State looking for work.

Mr. Davies: What proof have you got
of that? It is an assumption.

Mr. O'CONNOR: What proof has the
Minister that it is not correct?.

Mr. Davies: You can no more prove that
than I can prove the number of people
coming over here.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think he needs an
Aspro, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Bertram: He certainly deserves one
after hearing that tripe.

Mr. O'CONNOR: We might be serving
up tripe but at least we are not butcher-
ing the people as the Government is doing.
It is time some action was taken to try to
improve the position, and I am speaking
in an effort to help the unemployed people
in this State. They are certainly getting
no help from the Government.

As I pointed out, Queensland has a 1.39
per cent. unemployment figure and yet
the Premier is trying to compare the posi-
Hion In that State with the position in
Western Australia. our figure Is more
than twice that and the Premier is trying
to make a comparison. He should have
got up and admitted that he was ashamed
of the position, because we all are. If he
had done this and given us some informa-
tion of efforts which will be made to im-
prove the situation, we would have ap-
plauded him.

In the last 18 months this State has
gone from a reasonable unemployment
figure to one that we must regard as most
unreasonable. it is certainly the worst
unemployment figure in Australia.

The Premier went on and spoke of the
growth rate. He said that the growth
rate in other States had dropped and we
will certainly agree with that. However,
we must remember that our growth rate
was double that of other States. If I
remember correctly, we had a growth rate
of 4 per cent, annually whereas the other
States had a growth rate in the vicinity
of 2 per cent. This was during the regime
of the Brand Government. Our growth
rate has now dropped considerably. As I
said, people were coming here from all
over Australia looking for jobs and we
had a tremendous increase in population.
People are now leaving Western Australia.

The Government, whilst in Opposition,
criticised the contracts we drew up with
the iron ore companies. How It wishes
it could now sign up some comparable
contracts. 1. too, wish it could. We must
realise that when we were signing these
contracts the position was quite difficult.
We wanted to get these projects off the
ground because we knew they would help
the taxation earnings of the State and
also our employment situation. And yet,
as I say, the Government criticised these
con tracts.

The Premier went on to speak of the
quantity and quality of the Iron ore being
obtained in Brazil. This is nothing new-
we pointed this out to him years ago.
Brazil is not the only country with such
resources--India also produces iron ore.
Had we not signed these contracts when
we did, we would be in a very sorry state
now.

I admit that the overseas markets have
declined and this creates a problem.
However, the Government should try to
obtain contracts and do what it can to
improve the present position. When we
were initially attempting to sell our Iron
ore we were accused of digging holes In
the ground and leaving them there. The
amount being mined is only a very small
percentage of the deposits. We have
sufficient deposits in the Pilbara area to
last the world for something like 200
years.

The Government also needs censuring
on its policy in connection with road
maintenance tax. This is one of the bla-
tant inadequacies of the Government.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Is this in the motion?
Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes, I thought the

Minister would have read it but obviously
he has not.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Will you just tidy it
up?

Mr. TI. D. Evans: It Is fairly broad.
Mr. Williams: Look at (c).
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I can see I am on
touchy ground with the Government be-
cause it is obviously not keen to discuss
road maintenance tax. However, I feel it
is within the scope of the motion.

Prior to the election the Premier said,
"We will unequivocally abolish road main-
tenance tax." We all know what un-
equivocally means.

Mr. H. D. Evans: This is Dot In the
motion.

Mr. Bertram: Will you read out the par-
ticular part of the motion?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I will soon be pulled up
If I stray too far. This shows how much
attention the members of the Government
have given to the motion. Ministers on
the front bench have not studied it. We
hoped they would read it and help the
Government out of trouble. This is the
same attitude the Ministers usually dis-
play-we have a do-nothing Government.
The Government Is responsible for our
present position.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You said the words
were in the motion.

Sir David Brand: He did not say that.
Mr. O'CONNOR: I pointed out that the

Premier said he would unequivocally
abolish road maintenance tax. At a later
stage he brought forward a Bill
which would have been disastrous for
many truck drivers in the State. This was
not abolishing road maintenance tax; it
was replacing It with virtually the same
thing. For this reason alone the Premier
and the Government should be taken to
task.

Hundreds of truck drivers in this State
are completely confused today. They do
not know what is the correct position In
regard to road maintenance tax. I had
one truck driver in to see me yesterday
and another three today. Many of these
people believed they did not have to pay
road maintenance tax because of the state-
ments made by the Premier. These truck
drivers have not filled in forms and they
are now in trouble with the Transport
Commission because they have broken the
law. The law provides for the filling in
of forms and the payment of road main-
tenance tax. A number of these people
have not allowed for this payment and
they are now in financial trouble and do
not have the capacity to pay. The Govern-
ment is doing very little to help them.

I find the latest action of the Govern-
ment in regard to road maintenance tax
most objectionable. A form was issued to
people who have not paid road mainten-
ance tax and they were requested to give
complete details of their assets, liabilities,
earnings, and their wives' earnings. I
asked the Minister representing the Min-
ister for Transport why these details were
requlred and he advised me it was to as-
seas the ability of the individual to, pay-

Here we have the Federal Government
abolishing the means test and our State
Government introducing a means test in
regard to road maintenance tax.

Mr. Bertram: This was a very belated
display by the Federal Government.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The action of the State
Government is contrary to the policy of
the A.LP. because one of its platforms is
to abolish the means test. It Indicates
that the Government Is prepared to take
from those who can pay and let the others
off. The Government should not discrimi-
nate.

It is noticeable that members of the
Government are very quiet. There are
few interjections.

Mr. T'. D. Evans: Because it Is not in
the motion.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Government knows
its attitude on this particular issue is very
wrong.

Sir David Brand: It also knows that
the abolition of the road maintenance tax
Is opposed by the other States.

Mr. O'CONNOR: No-one supports this
Idea, and particularly not the truck driv-
ers who supported the Government at the
last election.

The Government has adopted a policy
of helping its friends and hindering others
-a bad tactic for any Government. As I
have stated before in the House it is quite
obvious how the Government has assisted
its friends.

Mr. O'Neil: It has fewer and fewer
friends.

Mr. Bertram: If you keep on repeating
it we will believe you.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Premier has ad-
mitted the problem In connection with un-
employment but I believe he has tried to
cover it with a glossy coat.

He evaded entirely any indication
that he would do something about the
position, and simply went on to indicate
that other States are in the same position
as we are In-which they are not.

One of the Premier's comments made
me smile a little. I am referring to his
comments in connection with Mr. Lynch's
report. He said that he considered the
report by Mr. Lynch to be very fair. I
wonder what the Premier thinks about
the comments of Mr. Berinson, the Federal
member for Perth, who had this to say
about Mr. Lynch's report-

Mr. Berinson said outside the House
that Mr. Lynch had tried to lay a
smokescreen and score a cheap politi-
cal point..

Mr. Burke: That was an altogether dif-
ferent report.

Mr. Rushton: The member for Perth
wouldn't know.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: The Premier was read-
Ing the remarks of Mr. Lynch which ap-
peared In the Press, wherein Mr. Lynch
was quoted as having said that the West-
ern Australian Government should solve
its own unemployment problem. I think
that Is correct, is it not?

Sir David Brand: Yes.

Mr. O'CONNOR: As the Premier does
not deny It, I take it for granted that It
is correct; if it were not be would let mue
know, and certainly he would let the
Howse know. if the statement made by
Mr. Lynch is fair, then the statement made
by the Federal member for Perth is un-
fair, and a cheap political trick.

I support the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition. I hope the Government
takes some action in this regard: that
it takes heed of what has been said and
hops into the matter of doing something
for the unemployed in this State.

MRt. Mel VER (Northam) [9.42 P.M.]:
I rise to oppose the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Williams: Shame.
Mr- MoIVER: We have heard for far

too long now interjections and remarks
from members of the Opposition decrying
the actions and achievements of the Gov-
ernment. Watching the Opposition is like
watching the captain of a football team
who runs onto the ground with no-one
following him. We would all agree, be-
cause football is our national game and,
irrespective of our political philosophies,
we all know something about the sport,
that if a person Is going to achieve any-
thing he must have a team behind him.
It is a very sad state of affairs when we
see men of the calibre of the Leader of the
Opposition presenting the rubbish we have
heard within the last few weeks.

Mr. Williams: You know that Is not
right.

Mr. MeIVER: if it is not right I would
not say so.

Mr. Williams: I think You are being
pushed into this.

Mr. MelVER: The address of the Leader
of the opposition to the Supply Bill could
be described only as pathetic and deplor-
able; in fact, I think it is one of the worst
addresses I have ever heard him make in
this House. I have heard him speak not
only in this House but in various other
centres of the State, and to some degree
I feel a little sorry for him because he
has nothing to grasp.

Sir Charles Court: Your Deputy Premier
says that almost every time I make a
speech.

Mr. O'Neil: You are a very sympathetic
person.

Mr. MoIVER: I feel a lile sorry for the
Leader of the opposition because he has
nothing to grasp-nothing to cling to-in
order to drive home any points he makes
about the Government.

Sir Charles Court: You will get on. Be
loyal to your leader.

Mr. McIVER: I will reiterate the in-
terjection made by my colleague, the Min-
ister for Mines, who said that when this
Government took office there was nothing
in the pipeline. and nor was there.

Mr. Rushton: What about C.B,H-. and
Texada?

Mr. MeIVER: This Government had to
start all over again and reintroduce the
whole system. We had to place the Gov-
ernment departments into line so that
we could achieve something for the people
of the State.

Mr. O'Neil: And then you achieved 3
per cent. unemployment.

Mr. Mc1VER: Irrespective of what we
have heard from the Opposition, and from
those who serve in Government depart-
ments, the people of Western Australia are
most appreciative indeed of what this Gov-
ernment has already achieved-

Sir David Brand: What did they say?
Mr. Mc1VER: -during the short time

it has been in office.
Mr. O'Neil: Tell us some of the achieve-

ments.
Sir David Brand: That was not my con-

clusion.
Mr. McIVER: Mr. Speaker, may I say

to Oppostion members that I have limited
time at my disposal, and we will cover
these points as the night unfolds.

Mr. Williams: I sincerely hope you do.
1 will remind you before you sit down.

Mr. MoIVER: Unlike the previous speaker
I will not deal with road maintenance
tax, but with the motion moved by the
Leader of the opposition. I refer speci-
fically to paragraph (b) which state--

(b) The Government has lost the con-
fidence of industry and commerce
from where the main impetus tor
restoration of economic growth
must eventually come.

Mr. Rushton: That is correct.
Mr. MolVER: In order to be specific, I

shall refer to my electorate. I understand
the Leader of the Opposition made refer-
ence to the Deputy Premier. I can hon-
estly say that if anyone deserves recogni-
tion for what has been already accomp-
lished it is the Deputy Premier.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us about it.
Mr. MeIVER: I will, if the honourable

member will be patient.
Mr. W. A, Manning: How long must we

wait?

2605



2606 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Rushton: What about the Government." I will not name the People
$400,00,000 steel works?

Mr. MeIVER: It was Part of our policy
to create the office of Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation in order to do
something tangible for development and
decentralisation rather than just giving
it lip service as did the previous Govern-
ment for 12 years. I repeat: the previous
Government gave this lip service and aIb'
solutely nothing else.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us what. has been done
in Northam.

Sir David Brand: Tell us what happened
in the Kimberley.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us what happen-
ed in Esperance.

Mr. McIVER: The first thing the Gov-
ernment did was to put its house in order.
It created the Department of Development
and Decentralisation and brought its
officers together rather than have them
scattered around the State like hundreds
and thousands on a birthday cake.

Mr. O'Neil: It centralised the office.
Mr. McIVER: The Government con-

sidered all the available evidence and con-
sidered past reports. These were put into
perspective so that policies could be form-
ulated and something achieved. Let us
consider my electorate to see what has
been achieved.

Sir Charles Court: The first act of de-
centralisation of the Government was to
centralise the department.

Mr. McIVER: Firstly, officers were sent
to all major country towns in Western Aus-
tralia to interview members of the business
fraternity in order to see what their prob-
lems were-and they had plenty after 12
years' of the previous Government.

Sir Charles Court: The same officers
went to the same towns and did the same
work as they had done for 12 years.

Mr. McIVER: I might add that small
private enterprise businesses which had
made many approaches to the previous
Government for financial assistance were
given automatic and immediate assist-
ance by this Government.

Mr. O'Neil: Name them.
Sir David Brand: What happened? Tell

us that.
Mr. Rushton: What a lot of rubbish!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. McIVER: We continually hear from

those on the other side-and the cry is
taken up by the newer members in this
Chamber-that they pride themselves on
representing Private enterprise; but when
one gets down to the fundamentals and
to the crux of the problems of people in
Private enterprise, and asks business people
which Government has assisted them they
reply without hesitation, "The present

concerned because there are too many
to name.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Well, tell us the
details without naming the people.

Mr. MclVSR: Well, as members opposite
have called for it. we will go into the
matter.

Mr. Williams: You ask those people
who have had their 10 per cent, freight
concession knocked off.

Mr. McIVER: I refer specifically to
people and business enterprises in the
electorate I represent; so I know what I
am talking about. I am not speaking in
broad terms.

In Northam we have some small firms
which had been struggling for many years
despite this great upsurge in our economy
we have heard about from the Leader of
the Opposition and from the former Min-
ister for Transport. Despite this great era
of the Brand Government we have heard
so much about, these small firms have
been in dire straits. They made many re-
quests to the previous Government for
financial assistance to enable them to ex-
pand, but every one of their applications
was refused.

Mr. O'Neil: Name one.

Sir David Brand: What has been
achieved since your Government took
office?

Mr. McIVER: I do not wish to embarrass
members of the Opposition, but at the
completion of this sitting if they wish to
approach mue in private I will supply the
names of those firms to them on a con-
fidential basis. I have touched on a raw
nerve of the Opposition in view of the
interjections that are coming forward, but
there is an old proverb that the truth runs
many races and always wins first prize,
and that is a fact in this instance.

In April I had the privilege of repre-
senting this Parliament at a seminar in
London. During the time I was there I had
the opportunity to meet many people in
the business world; many who deal with
Australian interests in the export trade.
I also met many political leaders most of
whom-strange as it may seem-were
members of the Conservative Party, be-
cause at this seminar I was the only Labor
member, and it could be said that I was
more or less a thorn among the roses.
Therefore, I felt free to ask questions of
them, and they put to me many questions
concerning the Australian economy, our
excport trade, and other matters.

Sir David Brand: You did not give them
the wrong story?

Mr. McTVER: I might say that at no
stage did I mention the member for Dale.
In all seriousness, I repeat that those I
spoke to were men of great integrity and
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standing in the community and they in-
formed me, quite sincerely, that when we
became the Government alarmn was
expressed that we would not, in their eyes,
continue in the same way as the previous
Government, because they had been sub-
jected to so much propaganda from mem-
bers of the previous Government as to
what would happen to the Australian eco-
nomy if a Labor Government took office in
Western Australia.

Mr. O'Neil-, Now they know!
Mr. McIVERt: They have a different

opinion now. Several of these men who
toured Australia said that of all the leaders
in the Commonwealth-I say this in all
sincerity-they were most impressed with
the development and the policy which our
leader intended to carry out.

Mr. O'Neil: Yes, intended to carry out.
Mr. McIVER: Of course, at that time

we had been in office only just over 12
months.

Mr. Williams: You have been in office
for 18 months and still your intentions
have not been carried out.

Mr. MoWVER: Quiet, Mickey Mouse!
Sir Charles Court: Your leader will be

proud of you!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MeIVER: Mr. Speaker, it is quite

apparent that the eyes of other nations
are certainly upon this State. It does the
Opposition little good to criticise the Gov-
ernment in the manner it has adopted
this evening. Despite all this criticism-
and I include the criticism by members of
the Country Party concerning the road
maintenance tax or anything else-the
Labor Government has been given a
mandate by the people to administer the
affairs of Western Australia. I might say
that already the people are impressed with
the achievements of this Government.

I now wish to refer to the question of
decentralisation. Since my return from
overseas, during the past two months I
have done nothing else but hear of re-
quests from representatives of companies
and industries to decentralise their indus-
tries in country areas. I am pleased to
say that they have chosen Northam as the
centre in which to expand their industries,
mainly because of the inducements offered
by the Labor Government, the local au-
thorities, and also the local member. So
within the next three months we could see
great industrial expansion in the Avon
Valley.

Sir David Brand: How many months?
Mr. MoWVER: To be more specific I will

name the industries. I refer to the grain
alcohol project which the previous Govern-
ment pooh-poohed and called a Pie in the
sky, to use its own phraseology. The es-
tablishment of that industry in Northam
could be announced within the next week.

Mr. Williams: And the abattoir?
Mr. MeIVER: Yes, the establishment of

an abattoir by an Eastern States firm
which is very keen to establish such 'works
in North am. This has nothing to do with
the project proposed by the U.F.G.A.-
T.L.C. This is a private concern. We have
also seen the expansion of the Tip Top
Abattoir at Linley Valley, and by the
end of 1973 there will be a further influx
of 200 people to that centre. It is proposed
that a. tannery will also be established at
Linley Valley. and also at that town discus-
sions are under way to established an
industry to treat sheep skins, for which a,
market has already been obtained.

Discussions are also being held for an
electrical firm to establish its activities in
North am. I have mentioned these facts
to answer what is contained in paragraph
(b) of the motion moved by the Leader
of the Opposition; namely, that the Gov-
ernment has lost the confidence of industry
and commerce. If the Government has
lost the confidence of industry, would the
people I have mentioned be negotiating to
establish their industries in the Avon
Valley? The answer is obvious. They are
seekinga to establish these industries in the
Avon Valley as a result of the inducements
offered by this Government.

Mr. O'Neil: They have yet to be seen.
Mr. MeIVER: Of course, the Opposition

has to grasp at something. It has to grasp
at the vine growing over the fence. It
has to grasp at something for the benefit
of those people who support the Opposition.
I must agree that there are a few people
who do support members of the Opposition
and are trying to do their best to bring
the Government down at the next elec-
tion but their effort is a very Poor one.

If the motion moved by the Leader of
the Opposition is an example of what the
Opposition will do to alleviate the situa-
tion then we as a Government have very
little to fear from It. I now want to touch
on the People who are so desperately look-
ing for work.

Sir David Brand: Three per cent. of the
people are unemployed.

Mr. McIVER: As has been mentioned
in this House, several people with the bot-
toms out of their Pants, so they claimed,
and in desperate need of work have also
approached Me. I want to refer to a large
engineering firm which Is established in
Northam, and I mentioned it once before
in the House. That was the only occasion
when the Leader of the Opposition agreed
with me. I stated that it was very difficult,
indeed, to induce people to go from the city
to the country areas to obtain employment.

Mr. Rushton: Who established that
engineering works?

Mr. McIVER: These works have been
established at Northam for a long timne; in
fact they are nearly as old as the honour-
able member. This firm was awarded a
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very important contract, and for the work
it required the services of four welders. It
applied to the Commonwealth Department
of Labour at both Northam and Perth for
these tradesmen to enable it to fulfil the
contract. It was prepared to pay over-
award rates and overtime, but it was not
successful In obtaining the services of even
one welder.

As the parliamentary member for the
district I was approached by the firm to
assist in obtaining the four welders. I
rang the Minister for Labour and various
unions, but in every case I received a
negative reply and I was told none were
available.

If that is the unemployment situation
that the Opposition is constantly bringing
forward at every opportunity, then mem-
bers opposite should find out what the
real position is in the country. If two
carpenters are Prepared to work in the
country I can obtain employment for
them at Cunderdin tomorrow at very good
rates, with good lodgings and reasonable
rental provided. Where are these people
to be found? Let us face the position
factually. Many of those who are
out of work have never worked in their
lives, and would not work in an iron lung.

Sir Charles Court: This will be good
for Mr. Bastow and Mr. Orenfell to read!

Mr. MeIvER: I am not interested in
what they read, but only in the f acts.

Mr. Williams: Mr. Grenfell is one of
the persons who will look after your
endorsement.

Mr. McIVER: I am already endorsed.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member will address the chair.

Mr. McIVER: I do not have to worry
about my endorsement. I am speaking in
Parliament and I am placing the facts
before the House.

Sir Charles Court: That is bold stuff.

Mr. McIVER: I wonder what is the
unemployment situation that is being
created by the Opposition, and I wonder
whether members opposite are really sin-
cere.

Sir Charles Court: Do you say there is
none?

Mr. Mc1VER: How sincere is the Oppo-
sition in this regard, especially in view of
what the Minister for Housing brought
to our notice the other evening that the
opposition as the Government of the day
sold the State Brickworks, the State Saw-
mills, and tried to sell the Wundowie
Charcoal Iron and Steel Works? How con-
cerned were members opposite with the
employees who were affected? I suggest
the opposition as a Government could not
care less if the employees concerned were
to drop in the street.

So the political propaganda members
opposite are spreading in an attempt to
gain Political capital Is nothing but
hypocrisy. If that is the line members
opposite follow while we are in Govern-
ment, then I am sure that at the next
election it will be a cakewalk for us.

Sir David Brand: Hope springs eternal
in the human breast.

Mr. McIVER: I shall get back to a
subject relating to my experiences dur-
ing my overseas visit.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us about the
four welders who will not go to Northam,
out of the hundreds who are unemployed.
Are You saying they should be excluded
from unemployment relief if they refuse
to go to the country?

Several members interjected.
Mr. McIVER: Could I have one inter-

jection at a time, so that I can deal with
them all?

The SPEAKER: If the honourable
member addresses the chair he will get
on much more quickly.

Sir David Brand: Could we supply the
iron lung You mentioned?

Sir Charles Court: Are You saying that
if an unemployed person refuses to go to
the country to accept work his unemploy-
ment relief should be chopped off?

Mr. McIVER: Definitely not. I am saying
that if a man Is sincere and wants work,
and if employment is available in the
country and inducements are offered, he
should go to the country.

Sir David Brand: If he will not go what
should the Government do?

Mr. MeIVER: If he will not go then his
fate rests on his own head.

Mr. Hartrey: You are not standing up
to be questioned by members opposite!

Sir Charles Court: His legal counsel
has told him not to answer the question.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber will address the chair.

Mr. McIVER: While overseas I listened
with very great interest to a debate in the
House Of Commons dealing with Britain's
entry into the European Common Mar-
ket. I strongly believe that only history
will reveal whether the step which Brit-
ain. intends to take is the right or the
wrong one; but I make the statement that
its entry will affect Australia very drasti-
cally, especially our dairy products and
our fruit exports. I am pleased that I
have the ear of the member for Black-
wood.

While overseas I spoke to some importers
in Germany, and they did not take very
long to convince me that France, Italy,
and Germany were ready to Pounce on our
markets in Britain once Britain has en-
tered the European Common Market.
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After Britain enters that market the
effects in Australia will be felt more se-
verely than they have been up to the
present time. I am in full sympathy with
the member for Blackwood for the many
efforts he has made In this House, which
were indeed sincere, in an endeavour to
place before the Minister the situation re-
lating to the fruit-growing areas of the
State. I repeat that Australia will face
a more drastic situation after Britain has
entered the Common Market. I make no
bones about saying that. I feel I have
covered all the points I wish to raise on
the motion moved by the leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. Rushton: Would you tell us about
the industries which the present Govern-
ment has Introduced into Western Aus-
trais?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Northern will proceed.

Mr. McIVER: I strongly believe that the
People of this State consider that they
have had enough of the dictatorial meth-
ods of the previous Government, and they
are prepared to give the Labor Party of
this State an opportunity to prove its
worth as a Government for the full period
of three years, and not for merely 12
or 18 months. I feel very proud to be a
small cog in the wheel which I am sure
will roll on towards the development and
the advancement of this State.

I oppose the motion.
MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) 110.10

p.mn.]:, First of all I want to say I support
the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. I listened with a great deal
of interest to the speech just made by the
member for Northam who, when he com-
menced his speech, talked about football.
I could not help but feel at the time that
the Government was using the economy of
this State as a football and was treating
it in an extremely light-hearted manner.
Members of the Government were kicking
the subject around amongst themselves;
they could not care less what happened to
the State.

The Premier went to great lengths to tell
members that everything that has oc-
curred in respect of our economy has been
as a consequence of a general downturn
throughout Australia. 'Up to a point every-
one on this side of the House would agree,
but we also state most vehemently that
the Government has contributed to some
of that downturn. Notwithstanding every-
thing said by those on the Government
side, we hav 'elhad instance after instance
of this, and as a consequence this State
has the highest unemployment of all
States of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Burke:, No we haven't.
Mr. GRAYDEN: What other State has

a higher rate?

Mr. Burke; New South Wales, Victoria,
and Queensland.

Mr. GRAYDE&: One has only, to look
at the figures to know that that inter-
jection Is not correct.

It was stated earlier that the Liberal
Federal Government in 1949 had a policy
which embraced a pool of unemployment.
This of course is absolute nonsense and
every member on the other aide who made
that statement or interjected to that
effect knows it is absolute nonsense.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin., It might have been
in 1949 but not in 1967.

Mr. GRAYDEN; It is absolute nonsense.
We could accuse the Government of this
State of favouring a policy of a pool of
unemployment because we have the biggest
pool of unemployment of any State. In
fact, we have the biggest such pool which
any State has had for the last 25 years.
How has this come about? It is all very
well for members opposite to hark back
to 1949 and talk in terms of the Liberal
Federal Government-

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: It was not the
Liberal Government. Menzies said it in
Tasmania-

Mr. GRAYDEN: A change of Govern-
ment occurred in 1949. Menzies came into
office and his party has been in office ever
since. But we are talking about the 1949
pool of unemployment and that was-

Mr. A. ft. Tonkin: No.
Mr. GRAYDEN: It was--
Mr. A. R. Tonkin: It was my Interjec-

tion. The Menaies Government came Into
office on the 10th December, 1949, but
Menzies made that statement several
months earlier in Tasmania.

Mr. GRAYDEN:. In 1972 the Govern-
ment of Western Australia is telg the
Opposition that in 1949 our Federal Liberal
counterparts talked in terms of a pool of
unemployment. All I Can say is that if
that is a fair accusation the Opposition
can fairly say that the Government today
believes in a pool of unemployment, because
it has the biggest pool of all the States in
the Commonwealth. Furthermore, it has
created another record because it has the
biggest pool of unemployment any State
has had for 25 years. It would be reason-
able for members on this side to tell the
Government that its policy is one of un-
employment and that it stands for bigger
and better pools of unemployment. The
Government of Western Australia at the
moment holds the record for the last 25
years. The Government might think that
Is something of consequence.

We have lust listened to the member for
North am who said that we have a certain
number of unemployabies in our commun-
ity. We on this side would accept this
statement, but only to a limited extent. We
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would sympathise with the unemployables
because we believe that perhaps something
is wrong with them. Anyone at all with
any dignity would want to compete with
hfs fellow man and hold his own in society.
However, to justify the tremendous pool of
unemployed, the member for Northam has
said that we have a certain number in
the community who are unemployable. I
am not here to speak for the Opposition,
but I believe everyone on this side would
reject that point of view.

Mr. Bickerton: I would like to interrupt
the member for South Perth to tell him
that if he looks up in the air he will see
he has just cleared the gallery!

Sir Charles Court: You can't see the
gallery from this side.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I would not say I have
cleared the gallery, having regard for the
time, which is 10.15 p.m.!

Is the member for Northam trying to
suggest that it is because we have so many
unemployables that we have the biggest
pool of unemployed of all States of Aus-
tralia- and, what is more, the biggest pool
for 25 years?

It is terribly interesting to hear someone
on the Government side harking back to
the days of 1949. In a situation like this
it demonstrates the hypocrisy, not, I say, of
all members of the Government-I would
not go so far as to say that-but certainly
of some members of the Government; and
it highlights what we see in the Press these
days over and over again. We see reports
of the Federal Opposition having criticised
for the sake of criticising, irrespective of
whether or not the criticism is valid. The
criticism is made even before the Govern-
ment of the day has issued the statement
for which it is being criticised. That situa-
tion occurs over and over again. A glaring
example of it appears in this morning's
paper. However, I want to get away from
that theme and move to another, because
it is idle for anyone to say that the Gov-
ernment of the day has contributed to the
downturn of employment unless he can
justify what is Maid.

In this respect I will refer to a state-
ment made by the Premier in respect of
the downturn of the rural economy of
Western Australia. When he was speaking
I could not help but feel that the Govern-
ment had contributed to a very great ex-
tent to the downturn not only in the rural
economy, but in the economy generally. I
will forget the rural and other sectors for
the moment and for a few minutes touch
on the subject of mining in Western Aus-
tralia.

In April, 1970, In this State 12,000.000
acres were held or had been applied for
under mineral claims; and at 25c an acre
this returned an amount of $3,000,000 to
the Treasury in that year. As soon as
this Government came into office it cast
its eye around as far as it could for means

by which to raise revenue and its eye
fell on the mining industry. It concluded
that it could double its revenue by doubl-
ing the amount of rent on the mineral
claims and so, without any hesitation, the
Government doubled the rent on mineral
claims throughout Western Australia~
and this was in line with what it had done
with charge after charge.

Just before we get on to the consequences
of that, I will mention that we have a
huge area of our State under pastoral
leases. Possibly half of Western Australia
is held under Pastoral leases and the
pastoralists in this State pay an average
of $250,000 a year in rent. We have the
situation where People are interested in
mineral exploration and in April, 1970,
those People held 12,000,000 acres and
they contributed $3,000,000 each year to
the Treasury.

The Government decided that it would
double the rents on the mineral claims so
that it would receive $6,000,000 a year.
It was as simple as that as far as the
Government was concerned. However.
what happened? The Government in-
creased the rents and in the first six
months of this year 6,000,000 acres of
mineral claims were shed. That means a
loss of $3,000,900 a year to the Treasury.

Mr. May: You are on the wrong motion:
that is coming up next week.

Mr. GRAYDEN: And it will keep on
coming up. The Treasury has lost
$3,000,000 this year as a consequence of
a self-inflicted wound. This loss was not
brought upon the Government as a result
of the downturn in the economy, and it
was not something done as a consequence
of some action in Canberra. The loss was
caused by the Government of Western Aus-
tralia.

The Government had been warned in
advance by many people. Those people
had looked around and they could see
Precisely what the situation would be.
The position now is that prospectors
throughout Western Australia, and many
thousands of employees, are out of work.
This has occurred because where pre-
viously a prospector or mining company
would Peg anything between 300 and 2,000
-or 10.000-acres on which he paid 25c
an acre, he will now peg only 5 acres or so.

Mr. Hartrey: That was while the boom
was on.

Mr. GRAYDEN: No, not at all. There
is a uranium boom at the moment and
a large number of leases have been taken
up, but that does not counterbalance the
leases which have been shed.

mr. may: The leases, or the claims?
Mr. GRAYDEN: It does not matter

whether the tenement holder is a station-
hand, or is employed by a mining company
or any other Organisation, he will now
retain the outcrop in which he is Interested
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and shed the surrounding acres of the
tenement. As a consequence we find that
the Government has lost the rent from
6,000,000 acres in the first six months of
this year.

It would be logical to assume that by
the end of the year 12,000,000 acres will
be shed. That will mean a loss to the
Treasury of $6,000,000 which is a self-
inflicted wound. The Government, which
can afford to spurn $6,000,000, goes cap in
band to the Commonwealth and complains
each time Its request for additional finance
is not met. In those circumstances I think
it is absolute hypocrisy for the Govern-
ment to defend itself against the accusa-
tions of the Leader of the Opposition. I
am saying, and emphasising, that the Gov-
ernment, quite apart from losing the con-
fidence of the business world, has virtually
brought the mining sector to a standstill.

Mr. May: That is ridiculous.
Mr. GRAYDEN: We are talking in terms

of loss to the Treasury in rents alone, and
that is only one aspect. Many of these
leases which were held Previously would
have been brought into production.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What would they do
with the ore produced?

Mr. May: Who put the ban on tempor-
ary reserves?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Quite apart from the
direct loss in revenue to the Treasury,
mining activity would have been engen-
dered. It is as simple as that. If the
Government could be so unimaginative in
respect of mining we can see at a glance
what its attitude is towards the economy
generally.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you think too much
rural land was opened up?

Mr. GRAYDEN: No. Some time ago
we had an urgency motion in respect of
the drought situation in the eastern gold-
fields. All members who spoke on the
motion were in favour of it, and I think
this was to their credit.

The speakers requested that long-term
low-interest loans be granted to Pastoral-
ists who have been grievously affected by
the drought on the eastern goldfields. The
drought has been occurring for several
years and there is no point in my going
into the details of the debate. However,
the other day I saw a letter from a
Federal Senator who was perturbed by the
situation which existed on the eastern
goldfields. He wrote to the Minister con-
cerned in the Federal Parliament and the
reply he received stated that the State
Government of Western Australia had
never made a request in respect of the
situation which had occurred on the
eastern goldfields.

So the State Government of Western
Australia has not made a request for
assistance for those people. It horrifies me

to think that we could debate an urgency
motion in this House and then find at
this late date that the Government has
not made a request for assistance. How
can we expect the Federal Government
to assist in those circumstances? It Is as
silly as that. I could go infinitely further.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Why has not the
Federal Government responded? Obviously
the Senator made representations. The
Federal Government had the opportunity
last evening to respond.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Attorney-General
represents the eastern goldfields.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Exactly. Obviously the
Senator made representations.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for
Houlder-Dundas made an eloquent speech
in support of the urgency motion.

Mr. O'Neil: As usual.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, as usual. How-

ever, three days ago I found that the
State Government had not made any re-
quest to the Federal Government.

Mr. T. D. Evans: But the Senator did,
and the Federal Government has failed to
respond.

Mr. O'Neil: This House passed the mo-
tion.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We know there is a
downturn in the economy, but the point
the Leader of the opposition emaphasised
throughout his speech is the need
for initiative on the part of the Govern-
ment. We need some initiative anywhere
along the line. We could make allow-
ances for the type of initiative, but we need
initiative to Create an upsurge in the
economy. This was the whole theme of
the speech made by the Leader of the
Opposition.

We have seen the type of initiative
that has been displayed as far as the min-
ing sector is concerned. The Minister
for Mines-and I do not blame him but
the Government-has virtually crippled the
mining industry in Western Australia as
a result of the increases in rents.

mr. May: You are talking absolute rub-
bish.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is what the
Minister thinks!

Mr. May: That is what I know. Present
the facts. Who put the ban on temporary
reserves?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister for Mines
is killing the goose that lays the golden
egg. He is not doing this in a humane
manner. He has got the poor old goose
by the neck. He has not killed it yet, but
it is on its last legs and delivering its swan
song in a garbled way. The Minister has
the goose on the ground with one foot on
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It: he is slowly stretching its neck. Vir-
tually all its feathers have been Plucked;
It has been made bald by the Minister. it
is doubtful whether the goose will recover.

Mr. O'Neil: Call in the R.S.P.C.A.
Mr. ORAYDEN: We ought to report him

to the R.S.P.C.A.
Mr. May: I wish you would.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr. GRAYDEN: Had he done this in a

humane way and killed the goose that
would be different. As I say, he has one
foot on its neck which he is really stretch-
ing.

We come back to the fact that the
Government has failed abysmally to
show any sort of initiative at all In res-
pect of restoring confidence in our
economy. Let me give one more classic
example.

Mr. May: You have not yet answered
my question- Who banned temporary
reserves?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I thought they went
out donkeys years ago.

Mr. May: Who was the Government at
the time?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I forget who the Gov-
errnent was.

Mr. May: Do you remember what the
rents were on temporary reserves?

Mr. GRAYDEN: They were very low.
Mr. May: You must talk about facts.

You are talking fiction. Why not tell u
the facts for a moment?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not go along with
some of the Minister's statements.

Mr. May: You are killing the goose.
The full moon is out.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Some of the Minister's
statements are completely incorrect and
he would not, under any circumstances,
be able to justify them.

Mr. May: I certainly would.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I have heard the

Minister make some statements-
Mr. May: The honourable member

made a statement that he would provide
evidence to justify a reduction in the
rentals, but he has not done this yet. You
are Playing ducks and drakes now.

Mr. GRAYDEN: -which he could not
substantiate.

Mr. May: I can substantiate anything
you put up.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister will have
plenty of opportunities during subsequent
debates. When the Estimates are debated
the Minister will have all the opportuni-
ties in the world, but he will not be able,
under any circumstances, to substantiate
anything. I ought to ask for it to be with-
drawn, but it is not worth while.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. May: What about--
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The

member for South Perth.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I am sorry about that.

I would have liked to hear what the
Minister has to say.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member will address the Chair.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The subject under dis-
cussion is the fact that the Government
has failed to show initiative, anywhere
along the line, to boost the economy.

Mr. Bertram: Does this come within the
motion?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course. Let us look
at it.

Mr. May: Ask him to read it out again.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I refer to Part (c),

which reads-
(c) As a result of the foregoing and

the other inadequacies of the
Government, it no longer enjoys
the confidence of this House.

Mr. Bertram: You are not confident on
the unemployment issue.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Let us continue.
Mr. may: The honourable member has

five more minutes.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I want to mention

other subjects but for the time being I
shall continue with unemployment. In
the last few weeks we have had an Abo-
riginal embassy-or consulate, or tent-
in the grounds of Parliament House.
Various members have given all kinds of
support to it. In fact, some thought it was
a wonderful thing.

In company with the member for Mur-
chison -Eyre I recently went to the War-
burton Mission and across to the Docker
River mission and Ayres Rock. We looked
at the plight of Aborigines in those parts
of the country and were able to contrast
it with that of the group of Aborigines in
Perth which is complaining and receiving
all sorts of sympathy. of course the latter
are not really Aborigines. Most of them
are quarter castes and have nothing in
common with Aborigines. They would be
horrified were they to be initiated, and
other Aborigines in Western Australia
would disown them unless they were
initiated.

The SPEAKER: I1 hope the member for
South Perth will relate this to the motion.

Mn. GRAYDEN: It is very much related
to the motion. We have had, as I said,
Aborigines on our doorstep. A little while
ago I mentioned that the member for
Murchison-Eyre and I went to look at the
Aborigines at remote missions such as those
at the Warburton Range and Docker River.
When we reached the Docker River
Mission, which is Just over the Western
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Australian border, we were horrified to
find 1,320 Aborigines sitting down and
receiving a training allowance from the
Administrator of the Northern Territory.
Incidentally, most of those Aborigines come
from the Western Australian side. They
are receiving $60 a fortnight, as a train-
Ing allowance, when they are sitting down
and doing nothing. There is no training;
it is simply a matter of their sitting down.
This subject is strictly related to the Issue
of unemployment.

As members will know, in 1950 a Select
Committee was appointed to inquire into
the welfare of Aborigines in the Warbur-
ton Range area. On this occasion it was a
revelation to go out and see the change
which has occurred. The route between the
Warburtons was lined with motor vehicles
which the Aborigines have discarded.
Hundreds of Aborigines were sitting at
the Warburton Mission and, as I said,
1,320 were sitting down at the Docker
River Mission. Not one individual would
move under any circumstances from those
missions. There is no question of going
out to hunt or to obtain wood. It is
simply a question of sitting down and
receiving handouts.

To relate this to unemployment, early
in the life of this Government I made
some submissions to the relevant Min-
ister In respect of the Aborigines of whom
I am talking. In the central areas of
Western Australia there are missions such
as the Warburton Mission, the Mt. Marg-
aret Mission, the Jigalong Mission, and
the Balgo Mission. On these missions the
Aborigines live completely different lives
from those of Aborigines in the metro-
politan area, in country districts, or even
in the pastoral districts of Western Aus-
tralia.

If the Minister is genuinely interested
In employing these Aborigines I suggest
there Is a course open to him. Throughout
this debate members of the Government
have said, "What does the Opposition
propose? What is the solution to all this?
What would the Opposition do?"

I am not speaking about the economy,
generally, because we have already touch-.
ed on that. I am speaking about a pool of
native unemployed In the central areas of
Australia at the Mt. Margaret Mission, the
Warburton Mission, the Balgo Mission,
and the Jigalong Mission. In those areas
on the fringe of the desert there Is ab-
solutely nothing in the way of Jobs for
those who want work.

This Government appointed some sort
of a committee to go out and have a look
and suggest ways in which the natives
could be helped. The committee came back
and said, virtually, that other than doing
something in regard to Aboriginal artifacts
and tourismn, nothing could be done. But
something can be done, and I come back
to the question of initiative as far as the
Government is concerned.

Let me speak about aviculture. The
galahs which farmers in the wheat belt
of Western Australia are encouraged to
poison are worth $200 in England, through-
out Europe, and in the United States.
Major Mitchell cockatoos are worth up
to $4,000 each in the United States and
elsewhere. Sulphur-crested cockatoos are
worth $2,000 each in the United States.
These are only three of the innumerable
species of birds which exist in Western
Australia,

Mr. May: How many for $4,000?
Mr. GRAYDEN: For the last 10 years

religious students who came out from the
United States to Western Australia have
been taking back with them sulphur-crested
cockatoos, which have paid for their
journey from the United States to Australia
and back to the United States.

The Aborigines are a people who are
interested In bird life and in the flora and
fauna of Western Australia. I am not
talking in terms of trapping birds. They
can be bred. At the present time a total
ban exists on the export of birds from
Australia. There is no reason in this wide
world for not encouraging the Aborigines
at the four missions I have mentioned and
in the fringe desert missions to breed birds
for distribution throughout the world.
Some of the Western Australian birds are
not worth just $2,000 each; they are worth
$18,000 and $20,000 each.

One could not find people more suited
to avicuiture than the Aborigines, simply
because of the life they have led and the
fact that they are extremely observant.
Their every trait and character would lend
Itself to the culture of birds. It would not
be necessary for the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to lift the ban completely on the
export of Australian birds to overseas
countries. The ban could be lifted merely
in respect of the three or four major mnis-
sions in the central part of Western
Australia. How stupid It Is that the De-
partment of Agriculture In this State
issues brochures encouraging farmers to
poison galahs by the thousand, yet each
of those galabs is worth a minimum of
$200 overseas. For 20 years there has been
virtually an unlimited world demand for
Australian birds, and without any ques-
tion at all we could develop an industry
which would be worth millions of dollars
to the three or four missions I have men-
tioned.'

The whole point of this argument is
that with a little Initiative, as demanded
by the Leader of the Opposition, the Gov-
ernment could create employment in
Western Australia. I have been speaking
about the Aborigines of central Western
Australia. I am asking that the Aborigines
be given the opportunity to breed these
birds. The birds would be well looked after.
They are kept in large aviaries because
people who pay $2,000, $4,000, $16,000, or
$20,000 for birds do look after them. They



2614 [ASSEMBLY.)

do not confine the birds to small cages.
Birds that are bred in these circumstances
will be able to enjoy life, and they will
exist, whereas they would not otherwise
exist. What is the argument against it? A
suggestion has been made to the Govern-
ment. I do not know what has happened
about it but the Government has certain-
ly not acted upon it.

With a bit of initiative, we could do all
sorts of things for the Aborigines in our
central areas. With a bit of initiative,
we could do all sorts of things as regards
mining in Western Australia. With a bit
of initiative, we could do all sorts of things
as far as industry in Western Australia
is concerned.

I have been speaking about initiative
on the part of the Government. I would
like to say I saw a great advertisement
in this morning's paper.

Mr. T. D. Evans: There was initiative
for your

Ur. GRAYDEN: When I say "a great
advertisement," I mean a large one. There
is a picture of Mr. MacMahon, who looks
as though he is in some sort of an under-
shirt. I do not know for how long the
Labor Party pursued him in order to
obtain this particular photograph, but
obviously he was pursued for a long time
and the photograph was obtained.

Mr. Bertram: What do you think of
the photo?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Obviously, his eyes and
ears have been touched up. I am at a
loss to understand how The West Aus-
tralian could accept it, but it did.

Mr. O'Connor: You can hardly see the
authorisation on it.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The member for Mt.
La*ley would know it does not have to be
authorised at this point of time.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I can well understand
why the authorisation is in such small
Print. The important point is that the
Federal Budget was delivered last night,
and without waiting for the Budget and
without having any idea what was in the
Budget-

Mr. Bryce: Everybody knew. They knew
weeks ago.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Every time a Budget is
delivered a crop of individuals-particu-
larly unscrupulous journalists--are pre-
Pared to come along and betray confi-
dences; or pretend they will ]betray
confidences because these would not; have
been confidences in the first place.

Mr. Hartrey: They were accurate,
weren't they?

Mr. GRAYDEN: On television or in
other media they give the impression they
have Budget secrets. I regret I have not

before me the alleged confidences which
were disclosed by an individual about three
days ago. We would find they were so
far from the ultimate Budget that it does
not matter. The point I make is that
there is not a member of this House, a
member of the Press gallery in this House,
or anyone else who would not be able to
hazard a fairly informed guess as to what
the Budget would contain. The Labor
Party was rather successful in guessing it.

Mr. Bryce: On what page is that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Page 19. It is interest-
ing to note that we come right back to
where we started: that is, the initiative
which the Leader of the Opposition said
should be displayed by the Government.
The Labor Party has displayed all the
initiative in the world in respect of this
advertisement, but in rather an unscrupu-
lous way. The Labor Party said, "The
Federal Government will produce the best
possible Budget in the circumstances. Let
us anticipate it and let us publish some-
thing," and it published this-

You made me love you . .. I didn't
want to do it!

I am putting it into Hansard because the
hypocrisy of it is such that it bears being
included in Hansard. The advertisement
continues-

And so now, my good pensioners,
farmers and businessmen-students.
natives and unemployed-I bring you
a pretty budget, a little hand-out, as
a token of my new affection.

True! It is a miserable substitute
for good government, but-

what else have I to offer?
This is a classic because the Government
has shown plenty of initiative. It has gone
out of its way to anticipate the Budget
and has attempted to nullify it by some-
thing like this. The Government can dis-
play all the initiative in the world when
it is a question of cheap political advan-
tage.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr. GRAYDEN: When we get to serious
matters such as the increased charges to
the mining industry of Western Australia
it is a different matter. As I have already
mentioned, in the last six months pros-
pectors and miners in Western Australia
were so fed up with the Government's
actions that they have shed 6,000,000 acres
of land-a loss of $3,000,000 to the
Treasury. Last year, after the Govern-
ment warned everyone of its intentions,
5,000,000 acres were shed. That is
11,000,000 acres in the last 18 months.

In April, 1970, during the term of office
of the previous Government, the total area
of mineral claims in Western Australia
was 12,000,000 acres. In the last 18
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months 11,000,000 acres have been shed.
On the recently imposed rental figures of
50c an acre, that is a lass of $5,500,000 to
the Treasury. This is a self-inflicted
wound.

In these circumstances how can the
Government criticise the Commonwealth's
reaction to its plea for assistance? The
other day the State Government asked the
Commonwealth for a grant for Aborigines.
The Commonwealth banded over $1,500,000
or $2,000,000. Why should the Common-
wealth hand over more money when the
Government denied the Treasury this
huge amount of which I have spoken?

I did not intend to speak tonight, but I
would like to stress that there is tre-
mendous scope for the Government to
exercise some sort of initiative to correct
the present position as far as the down-
turn in he economy of Western Australia
is concerned.

MR. NALDER (Katanning) [10.53 p.m.]:
Probably one of the worst experiences for
an able-bodied person who has been
actively employed is to find himself un-
employed, whether or not he is directly
responsible for the situation. We can
appreciate the feelings of such a person.
No member of this House would be very
happy to be out of a job, especially If he
were happy in his work and felt he was
making a valid contribution to the com-
munity. However, this is the unenviable
position of a large number of people in
Western Australia.

I commend the Leader of the Opposition
for bringing this matter to the House be-
cause I believe the Government must
accept some responsibility for the situa-
tion which exists in Western Australia at
the present time. Tonight we have seen
one of the best exhibitions of acrobatics
ever performed by the Premier of this
State. He back-pedalled and performed
intricate manoeuvres in attempts to excuse
his Government for the present situation.
I can recall that on many occasions the
Premier, when in Opposition, castigated
the Previous Government for a number of
things which were much less Important
than this issue.

I believe the solution to the problem is
a very simple one. The Premier invited
anyone to put forward suggestions which
may help the cause. I therefore suggest
that the solution is In his hands. The
Preier should take such legislation as
the Prevention of Excessive Prices Bill off
the notice Paper and think deeply before
he makes such announcements as he made
about controlling the interest rates of
building societies. If the Premier takes
these steps we will find that there will be
fewer people unemployed.

The Government's policy on matters
such as these is responsible for the lack of
confidence in industry in Western Aus-
tralia. I have spoken to leading business

people in this State, even as late as this
evening, and they give this as the reason
for the worst unemployment figures for
many a long year. It is not good enough
for the Premier to back-pedal and fixid
excuses. Every time he opens his mouth
he blames the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the situation. However, he and
his Government must accept some re-
sponsibility.

Without any doubt all sections of in-
dustry are wary that the present Govern-
ment is endeavouring to foist socialistic
measures upon the public of this State.
If the Premier withdraws this type of
legislation he will very quickly find the
situation will improve. I believe this is
the kernel of the Problem and on this
note I will resume my seat

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogln) [10.58
p.m.]: I wish to add Just a very few words
because much has already been said.
Everyone knows that in difficult times a
person in business must keep his chin up
and go forward with greater effort than
he would in easier times. I regard the
Premier of this State as being in charge
of a huge business--that is, the business
of the State. As such he should be setting
guidelines for the development of the State.

At the present time no-one knows where
he is going. Our economy is slipping back-
wards at a fast rate because of the inter-
ference with business by the Premier and
his Cabinet. Taxes and charges have been
steeply increased. In reply to a question
the other day the Premier advised that
the increase in charges raised by the State
amounts to something like $30,000,000 a
year. These charges are dampening amibi-
tion and the economy. It is a similar
situation to that of a small businessman
standing in the doorway of his shop. As
somebody seeks to enter he says, "Good
morning. Things are pretty grim, are they
not?" He has a bit of a yarn and he stresses
how bad things are. The customer who
intended to buy something goes of empty-
handed.

This is the attitude being adopted by
the Premier and the whole State is being
crippled by his leadership. The same re-
marks apply to the Ministers because they
are helping the Premier to run this huge
business. The Premier's offsiders who are
his Ministers and the back-benchers in this
Chamber, in fact, all the Government
members are talking in the same way and
we will never progress if this Is to be their
attitude. Until the Premier and his
Cabinet get the idea that something has to
be done by them and not by anyone else,
including the Commonwealth Government,
we will continue to go backwards.

I hope the Government sees the light as
a result of this motion and does some-
thing a little more substantial.
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MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [11.00
p.m.]: I rise to support the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition and, like
the member for Narrogin, I will be brief
because much of what one could say has
already been Maid. I think we must remem-
ber that for the last 12 years this State
enjoyed fairly full employment. It is many
years since we have seen unemployed
People march on Parliament House or
march in the streets, as we saw earlier
this Year towards the end of the autumn
session when several hundred unemployed
people marched to Parliament House.

I have not seen such a spectacle since
I have been in this Parliament. I think
the last time unemployed people marched
on the Government or Parliament House
in this State was in 1958, when a Labor
Government Was in office.

I could refer to some of the utterances
of the Deputy Premier when he addressed
that group outside the House; I could also
refer to the remarks of one or two of the
speakers, such as Mr. Marks. He addressed
the unemployed people towards the end
of the rally, and he mentioned that if
things did not improve the next march
might not be as cool and as calm. He went
on to say, if I remember correctly, that
he had a finger in unions which control
electricity supplies, water supplies, and
transport. I took this as a threat that if
things did not improve the economy would
be wrecked.

I believe recent strikes have engendered
much of the present unemployment in this
State, not so much at the time of the
strikes, but as a result of their after
effects. T am informed only today that
within the next three weeks-and I sin-
cerely hope this does not happen-a
further 200 or 300 tradesmen in the engi-
neering field will be unemployed as a
result of the lack of work in the metro-
politan area.

I have also been informed that it
appears as though 24 apprentices em-
ployed in an engineering works in the city
will have to be laid off so that the firm
may keep its married employees in jobs.
Those apprentices may be laid off, or else
they may have their indentures cancelled.
I think in tomorrow's newspaper some-
thing along those lines is mentioned: that
something like 50) apprentices have their
apprenticeships in doubt. I think this is
a dreadful state of affairs which no-one
likes to see. Something like 60 or 70 ap-
prentices are employed in the particular
works I mentioned which may have to lay
off 24 apprentices. That means that just
over one third of these tradesmen-to-be
may be laid off.

The member for Northam made some
utterances during this debate. I was a
little confused when he sat down because
he spoke about being unable to find

welders. I am sure that if he approached
any member on this side of the House-in
fact, I am sure this would apply if he
approached many members on the other
side of the House-he would be quickly
supplied with four welders who would be
only too happy to go to Northam to get
employment. It amazes me that the hon-
ourable member should say he could not
find these tradesmen. I do not believe the
situation he outlined actually exists. I
could name four welders without any
trouble, and each of them would be quite
Prepared to go anywhere in the State to
get some work.

The member for Northam also men-
tioned the fact that the Government
formed the Department of Development
and Decentralization to help country in-
dustries. I will have more to say about
this aspect on some other occasion. MY
research at the present time Indicates that
the way the Government is going about
decentralisation certainly will not foster
industries in country areas In the Present
economic climate.

The Government will find it hard to
foster industries in country areas because
those people who receive the present 10
per cent. freight concession will find it
extremely difficult to convince the depart-
ment that they should continue to receive
it. The Minister has announced, on be-
half of the Government, that freight con-
cessions of up to 30 per cent. will be off -
ered. At present only two people have
applied for this concession, and their ap-
plications are still being considered. I
have placed a question on the notice paper
for tomorrow asking the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation how
many people who were receiving the 10
per cent. freight concession granted by
the previous Government are still In
receipt of it, and how many have had
their concessions cancelled.

I know of one or two cases at the
moment of industries which have lost
their 10 per cent. freight concession and
which do not look like being able to obtain
any freight concession whatsoever. It
has been laid down that a firm must be
able to show that it has a plan for ex-
pansion or diversification of a specific
nature. I think very few established
firms could provide a plan of diversifica-
tion or expansion at a time like this when
work is short.

Mr. I. W. Manning: It is a very severe
blow to decentralisation.

Mr. WILLIJAMS: Yes, this is a severe
blow to decentralisation because the people
who have been in receipt of the 10 per
cent. freight concession understood they
did not necessarily have to expand their
businesses to qualify for the concession;
and now they will find it extremely diffi-
cult to compete with their counterparts in
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the metropolitan area. However, one Of
the reasons for this difficulty could be
the shortage of work in the metropolitan
area, which has resulted in keener tender-
ing. That could be part of the problem;
but I do not think it Is all of the problem.
An engineering firm in the electorate of
the member for Wellington is suffering
from this difficulty at the moment, and the
Proprietor does not look like having his
freight concession reinstated.

We have heard many figures and per-
centages quoted tonight, and it is rather
interesting to refer to what I had to say
during the debate on the Address-in-Reply
in 1970. 1 referred to unemployment
which, at that time, was running at about
1.28 per cent, in this State-far less than
the present figure. In the course of my
remarks-and this may be found at page
251 of the 1970 Mansard-when referring
to a speech made by the member for Fre-
mantle I said-

... the late Ben Chifley, and also
the Past-president of the A.C.T.U.
(Mr. Monk), both publicly stated some
years ago that in their opinion full
employment was when the unemploy-
ment Percentage was at about 2.4
per cent.

The present Minister for Works interjected
and said-

I am glad You Prefaced that by say-
ing, "Some years ago."' But we have
to modernise our thinking.

Has the modernisation of our thinking
developed to such a stage that we accept
an unemployment figure of 2.99 per cent.
of the work force? If it has we had
better get back to the good old days of 1.28
per cent. I have not heard anyone refute
that statement of the late Ben Chifley or
the past-president of the A.C.T.U.

In the same debate in that year the
member for Fremantle mentioned-and
this is recorded on page 170 of the 1970
Hansard-that he was appalled at the
unemployment figure of 1.28 per cent, in
this State. I wonder what the member
for Fremantle thinks about the present
situation in which we have 2.99 per cent.
of the work force unemployed. I was
hoping that we might hear from him
regarding that situation. I am quite sure
he is thoroughly disgusted with the position
especially as he was very disgruntled with
a percentage of 1.28 in those days. One
would think he would make a contribution
to this debate.

As I said, my remarks will be brief.
I rise merely to indicate my discontent
with the situation in this State. I only
hope the Government can do something
about it. However, at the moment the
Minister for Development and Decentrali-
sation is making statements left, right,
and centre, throwing hope to people and
then withdrawing it just as quickly. I
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believe this is destroying the confidence of
the people of this State. I only hope the
Minister gets his feet on the ground-as
should the Government-and builds con-
fidence in the people, allowing them to
go on their way and expand their business
to create the employment we require.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [11.10 P.m.]: I
fully support my leader's motion, and I
will limit my remarks to one or two points.
There are many we could raise which have
not been covered even though the mem-
bers who have spoken have ranged far
and wide with their remarks, because it
is not difficult to find material to support
a motion such as this. For political
reasons, I believe the Government set
about to embarrass the Commonwealth
Government. It has been clearly shown
that, within its own capacity and ability
the present Government to date, has not
been effective in dealing with the problem
of unemployment In this State. Also, it
is obvious the Government has prepared
itself for the next State election. This
can been seen everywhere, and there is
no doubt it has given scant regard to the
dire need to relieve the level of unem-
ployment at present.

I will briefly run through the answers
that have been supplied to the questions
I have asked recently on this subject, be-
cause they highlight what the Government
is doing in regard to unemployment. We
can see from the increases in taxes and
charges that have been made by the Gov-
ernment that this is not conducive to the
economic stability of this State. These
increased charges and taxes will bring to
the Government extra revenue of $20,500,
000 for portion of the year, and for a full
year they will return a sum of $30,400,000.
Therefore it can readily be seen that the
Government has made a very Poor attempt
at relieving unemployment in this State
by means of this extra money.

I think the member for Avon would
agree that even C.B.H. can claim a far
better performance in trying to provide
employment than can the Government in
its efforts to promote its building pro-
gramme. As I have said, it can readily be
seen from the answers given to my ques-
tions that this Government has not found
any sum of money out of State revenue
to be used for the solution of unemiploy-
ment. We saw the Deputy Premier stand-
ing on the front steps of Parliament House
eloquently stating how much the Govern-
ment would Provide for employment.

Mr. O'Connor: This was when he was
with Comrade Marks?

Mr. RUJSHTON: Yes, this is when Com-
rade Marks said he would wreck the econ-
omy of the State. On the 1st August I
Put a series of questions to the Govern-
ment asking what it had done towards the
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relief of unemployment, but what I re-
ceived in reply was just a lot of gobbledy-
gook that confuses People far and wide.
On that date the first part of my question
was-

What is the total of funds allocated
by the Western Australian Govern-
ment for unemployment relief for the
financial year 1971-72?

The answer I received to that question
was-

$3,864,000 including a grant of
$2,024,400 from the Commonwealth.

I asked the question purely for the pur-
pose of ascertaining what the State Gov-
ernment had spent on unemployment, but
it only confused the issue by stating what
had been Provided by the Commonwealth
Government.

Again, on the 3rd August, adverting to
the question I had asked on the 1st Aug-
ust, I asked from what source was the
$1,840,000 of State funds found for un-
employment relief, and the answer I re-
ceived was that it was for the State's
1971-72 works and housing programme.

That was very tantalising and I tried to
find out what that was all about by ask-
ing another question on the 9th August
as follows:-

Was the source of finance from the
State's 1971-72 works and housing
Programme found for unemployment
relief in fact from or through the
Commonwealth Government?

The answer to that question was-
Yes. All State works and housing

allocations are received through the
Commonwealth.

I thought we had received that answer
previously. Again, on the 15th August,
I asked the following question:-

Adverting; to question 12 of 1st
August, question 6 of 3rd August and
question 7 of 9th August relating to
the funds allocated by the Western
Australian Government for unemploy-
ment relief for the financial year
1971-72-

The answer I got to that question was
completely opposite. It was "No." There-
fore, we still do not know what the State
Government has given towards the relief
of unemployment, because basically it has
given nothing. It has received this
$20,000,000-odd from increased taxes and
charges and, basically, it has spent noth-
ing on the relief of unemployment. This
is after we heard the Deputy Premier, on
the front steps of Parliament House, tell-
ing a group of unemployed People what
the Government was doing to relieve the
unemployment situation. Then, within
days, we saw that Cabinet was to
have a discussion on unemployment. This
was days after the group of people had
marched on Parliament House, Surely

the charges made by the member for
South Perth concerning the hypocrisy of
the Government are well founded.

Then we hear about the release of news
concerning this great programme to cost
$14,000,000 to help relieve the unemploy-
menit situation in this State. This amount
was to be brought forward in June. We
have only to hark back to the activities
of the Brand Government in this regard.
That Government did all this in the Feb-
ruary before it went out of office, and yet
the Present Government is talking about
forward planning.

I will not weary the House with further
facts, but it is recorded in Mansard that
this Government brought forward no new
works. The works that were mentioned
were already in hand, but the Govern-
ment authorised a commencement of them
two weeks ahead of time. This is how
this Government takes action towards re-
lieving unemployment. After analysing
all the figures, we can see that, due to lack
of Government initiative, over 5,000 per-
sons above the Commonwealth average
have become unemployed since this Gov-
ernment took office. This Government can
be charged with being directly responsible
for over 5,000 more persons becoming un-
employed.

It has been interesting to note, day by
day, and week by week, the charges the
Premier has made ag-ainst the Common-
wealth Government. and it is interesting
to see what has happened to the economy
of Australia since Mr. Hawke took office in
the Eastern States. The Premier has never
said anything about Mr. Hawke wrecking
the economy of Australia and why the
Federal Government last year had to take
steps to bring things back to reality. It
is quite evident that Mr. Hawke met his
match in the Present Prime Minister and
it was most necessary for this State that
he did so.

The results we are seeing now are the
outcome of 12 months' very hard work on
the Part of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to restore the economy from a state
of siege, if I may express it In that way,
because the President of the A.C.T.U. cer-
tainly exploited the situation as it existed
at that time. This was something our
people and our economy were not used to.
From 1967, when the influence of the Pre-
sident of the A.C.T.U. on the economy of
the nation first became evident, the increase
in the loss of wages was something like 60
per cent., and also working back to 1967 the
increase in the number of working days lost
was 435 per cent. This trend can be traced
in the statistics that have been Produced.
The figures give a good indication of what
has, in fact, created additional impetus to
unemployment in this State. The Premier
has asked what can be done, It seems to
me that a socialist Government does not
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understand what can be done, but our
leader has pointed out that we can remedy
the present position.

in fact, the Leader of the Opposition
nominated one industry. Further, one that
I know of has also been in the same pre-
dicament. For the expenditure of only a
few dollars it could employ 40-odd mare
people. This is reality, We have heard
this bantering around of facts by the mem-
ber for Northam, but we can produce, for
him to see, these cases where, by a little
effort, employment could be lifted tre-
mendously.

I now come to the two final points I
wish to raise, and I would like the Premier
to look into them. At this point of time
he has lost the opportunity to ensure
that the Commonwealth money which has
been granted to this State is put to work
quickly to relieve unemployment. I am
aware that close to and within my elector-
ate some of this Commonwealth money
has been used positively to relieve unem-
ployment, but I am also aware that in
other parts of the State through the lack
of action by the Government the Common-
wealth money is being put to work in a
sluggish manner. This is what the Premier
should be looking into.

Most of the Ministers visited the pre-
mises of Chamberlain Industries recently.
I suggest that Ministers would spend their
time to better advantage in finding out the
facts and in ensuring that the money the
Commonwealth has provided for the State
is being put to work quickly.

Word has come from the country that
the State Government is manipulating the
Commonwealth money to its own advan-
tage: The people who could be employed
by the State or who have been stood down
are being employed under the Common-
wealth monetary grant. This destroys our
whole effort of creating employment, and
no more employment is created by using
the Commonwealth money in this way. I
would like the Premier to look into this
and to ensure that the Commonwealth
money is used for the purpose for which
it was intended.

I close by saying that the Government
at this Point of time should think less of
accumulating funds for the purpose of
handouts next year. Besides stimulating
interest in this State, the Government
should take the steps that are clearly
available to it to bring about a more
Positive approach and results, with less
Politicking than it is displaying, and so
improve the position of the unemployed.

MR. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [11.23
P.m.]: I too will be brief in my remarks,
but there sre one or two points I wish
to make on the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. In his contri-
bution to this debate the Premier made

some reference to Chamberlain Industries,
and it is in this field that I wish to make
some comments.

I have intimate knowledge of a particu-
lar business undertaking which com-
menced operations in this State seven or
eight years ago when the previous Gov-
ernment was in office. Because of the con-
fidence that the previous Government. dis-
played and that was current in the
community at the time this business
started with practically no capital at all;
and with a little initiative and the will to
work hard those concerned got the in-
dustry off the ground.

The business has developed and flour-
ished, and the Particular machinery that
was being manufactured and sold in this
State was promoted in the other States
where the machinery attracted a very
good market. The tractors I am referring
to are the Chamberlain mark III Indus-
trial. This small business in due course
became the largest purchaser of Chamber-
lain industrial tractors in Western Aus-
tralia, and almost the largest purchasers
of these tractors in Australia.

At the time when there was a change of
Government in South Australia the mar-
ket for these machines subsided, and the
manager of the company placed the blame
on the lack of confidence that was evident
in industrial circles in South Australia
after the change of Government. However,
at the same time the market was expanded
in the other States, including Queensland,
where in recent years the market for these
tractors has proved to be the best of any
in Australia.

Since the change of Government in
Western Australia-and I was only speak-
ing to the manager a fortnight ago, when
he said this-there has been such a great
loss of confidence in the manufacturing
industry and in his particular industry,
that if he were required to sell only in
Western Australia and South Australia he
would have to close the business here.

The best market that is available to
this industry is in Queensland. Reference
was made to that State by the Leader of
the Opposition when he moved the motion.
He said that we have a friendly rivalry
with Queensland and we have experienced
the same difficulties as Queensland, but
Queensland has weathered the storm.

Another point I wish to raise is that a
great deal of publicity has been given to
the Government's claim that it is moving
towards decentralisation and Promoting
industry outside the metropolitan area.
I am sure all of us agree this is a de-
sirable objective, and if it is successful
in promoting industry outside the met-
ropolitan area we will all then endorse
the intentions and the actions of the Gov-
ernmnent in that regard.
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Recently a case was reported to me
concerning a woolbroking firm which had
asked for assistance from the Department
of Development and Decentralisation. A
case was Presented to the department and
it appeared to be a sound proposition. It
propiosed to build a wool store, but the
proposition was rejected.

The firm was dismayed, and it could not
believe that this sort of thing would hap-
pen after all the publicity that had been
given to the claims of the Government.
In fact, it was most bitterly disappointed.
I suggest that such refusal does not pro-
mote confidence in industry, and here is
a case of lack of confidence being dis-
Played. This is being exaggerated as time
goes on.

In his contribution to the debate the
member for Northam mentioned that there
were some unemployables In the State. I
had the experience of a person who worked
on a farm through the busy seeding period.
He received a cheque for his services, and
said that was all the work he would do
for that year. He said he would go to
Perth, take the rest of the year off, and
live on unemployment relief. We get the
type of person who is able to exist on un-
employment relief.

The member for Northam was asked by
the former Premier to supply a solution,
and he said the matter was on their own
heads. Sometimes I think the unemploy-
ment relief being handed out is, perhaps,
a little more than it should be. People
who are prepared to exist on unemploy-
ment relief should get off their backsides
and obtain work. The relief makes things
too easy for such people. in the particu-
lar case I have mentioned I could name
the Person and tell the full story, but that
is no answer to the Problem. I go along
with the comments of the Leader, of the
Opposition and my leader that the Gov-
ernment must accept some responsibility
for the lack of confidence that is being
displayed at this point of time. That is
all I have to say in this debate.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) (11.29 p.m.]:
First of all I want to thank those who
have spoken in support of the motion,' and
needless to say they have all been from
this side of the House. I refer particu-
laxly to the member for Mt. Lawley, the
member for South Perth, the Leader of
the Country Party and his deputy, the
member for Narrcgin, the member for
Bunbury. and the member for Dale.

I must admit that I1 feel rather like a
man who took his harp to the party but
no-one asked him to play, because the
response to the motion by the Premier
was extremely disappointing! We were
hoping that he would have come to light,
in view of the Importance of this matter
to his Government and to the State, with

something on which we could enlarge; or
with some form of additional reply or
alternatively agree with alternatives he
might have seen fit to put forward. After
listening to what the Premier said one
would have to admit that he made not
a single contribution that would give a ray
of hope to the unemployed people of this
State.

There was not a word about how we
would restore the confidence lost in in-
dustry and commerce. There was not a
single suggestion as to how we would
stimulate work in the State. I was sur-
prised and, in fact, bitterly disappointed
he did not make some specific reference
to things like the State Electricity Com-
mission pylons and other semi-Govern-
ment work about which we are awaiting
a positive statement from the Govern-
ment to assure the work force and the
community that the work will not be leav-
ing- this State. There is no need for it
to do so, but it will unless someone at
ministerial level takes a positive interest
In it.

AS far as the private sector is concerned
I have found that if Ministers are closely
in touch with the companies they will
divulge the work they have in the offing
and then Ministers and senior officers
assist in any negotiations to ensure that
the work is won for the State. Likewise
it is possible through the private sector
to get a lead to work available in other
States if the companies and the Govern-
ment join together in chasing the work.
But no! Not a single word of assurance
on these points was forthcoming.

The Government should have wanted to
rush in quickly to assure us there was
no chance of some of the major works such
as pylons and other Government and Semi-
Government work of great value leaving
Western Australia.

The other extraordinary thing was that
the Premier concentrated most on reading
f rom the Federal Treasurer's Budget
speech and from the answers given by Mr.
Lynch to questions-two Federal senior
Ministers. I could not for the life of me
see why he should try to seek comfort from
two of these gentlemen in the Federal Gov-
ernment, a Government which is being very
severely criticised by his Federal leader.
However, this seemed to be the only con-
tribution he could make.

Again it came back to the very point
the Opposition has been questioning; which
is, that the Government seems to believe
that all of this is the fault of someone
other than itself; that it is something
beyond its control. We do not accept that;
in fact we reject it completely.

I was also rather disappointed the
Premier made such an unrealistic re-
ference to the amount of Government as-
sistance given. Practically all the money he
enumerated-the additional money-was,
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in fact, Commonwealth money. The rest
of the projects of a State Government
nature he mentioned were, to the best of
my knowledge and judging by the list he
gave, a repeat of the announcement the
Government made in connection with the
loan fund programme for 1972-73, which
the Government did not bring forward
by mere than a week or two instead of
several months. In other words the Pre-
mier gave us no answer to the points we
raised. We can only assume he has no
answer.

He tried to explain that the amount of
Commonwealth money he received might
be bigger and better than any amount
received before, but that it was only com-
Parable with what other States received.
We never said it was not, but he had
more money than ever before. We did not
expect it to be very dramatically different
from amounts received by other States;
but the Premier must admit that even if
this State received as much money pro-
portionately as the other States, his Gov-
ernment's performance so far as employ-
ment is concerned is so far behind the
others it is tragic for the unemployed.

I have some interesting figures I want
to place on record so that we get this
employment and unemployment situation
in its proper perspective in view of the
Premier's comments. He dismissed, almost
with a sweep of the hand, the statement
we made in respect of the much better
performance of some of the other States
compared with that of Western Australia.
If we accepted that the nation had certain
problems, surely we would have moved
with them and not ended in a worse Posi-
tion and we would not have been so
consistently bad for so long.

Queensland has a comparable economy
and therefore it is fair enough to use that
State as something of a yardstick. No-
one has disputed that Queensland has
unemployed, but it is the percentage or
the proportion of the whole which is the
yardstick we must use in the final analysis.

If we go back to 1970-71 we find that
Western Australia's figure went up some
26 per cent, in comparable months and
if we move to 1972 we find the Western
Australian figure went up 82 per cent, in
comparable months. It was 26 per cent.
the first year and then 82 per cent, the
next year. In 1970-71 in Queensland the
figure went up 16 per cent, against our 26
per cent. In the next year Queensland's
figure went up some 13 per cent. as against
Western Australia's 82 per cent. This, I
think, is the real test in trying to determine
the comparable performance.

The member for Northam made a most
extraordinary speech. What he was say-
ing, in effect, was that many of the people
in the ranks of the unemployed should
be given a shake-up; they should not be
able to refuse work in the country and
still continue in their present way of

drawing unemployment relief. We tried
to get him to answer categorically whether
he meant that if someone refused employ-
ment he should be chopped out of unem-
ployment relief. I can imagine that
if such a proposition were submnitted to
the Commonwealth Government as a
means to solve the unemployment problem,
there would be a furore.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is what they
do.

Mr. Davies: You have not done your
homework.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If that is what
is done, then the case of the member for
Northam collapses; but that is not the
situation from my experience. If a Medina
man was told to go to Port Hedland or
he would be chopped off the list, we would
soon see a commotion at the local Depart-
ment of Labour and National Service.

Mr. Davies: They do it locally.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not ques-

tioning that, but the member for Northam
was talking about another thing altogether.
He was talking about the pool of unemn-
ployed who were not interested in work
available at an engineering establishment
in Northam. I know the works well and
they had considerable difficulty in getting
labour, particularly during the times of
greater prosperity,

I come back to the point the member
for Northam raised; that is, that many
people in the metropolitan area could get
work in places like Northam and Cunder-
din, to quote the two places he mentioned,
but they will not take it. The Minister for
Health Is not telling me, surely, that if
these men refuse to go to Northam or
Cunderdin they will be chopped off the
unemployment relief list.

Mr. Davies: I do not understand that
to be the Position.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If a person re-
fused a job in Perth, within a reasonable
distance of his home, of course that would
be different.

Mr. Davies: That is right.
Sir CHARLES COURT: But that is not

what the honourable member was talking
about.

Mr. Davies: This relates to job vacan-
cies and registered unemployed, surely, and
the number of vacancies increased slightly
last month.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The question we
were trying to get across to the member
for Northam,. and on which he would not
commit himself was: what do we do with
them? Do we strike them off the list?
The unions would not tolerate that any-
way.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What do you think
should be done?
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Mr. Davies: H-ave a look at the last page
of the report where the vacancies are
related to unemployment and have a look
at the interesting pattern there which you
ihave ignored.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not going
-to be sidetracked. I am dealing with the
question raised by the member for Nor-
thamn. In his electorate 297 unemployed
were registered as at the 31st July. Has
the engineering firm he referred to had a
look at Lhe list to see whether it contained
the names of any men in that particular
classification? Assuming none were avail-
able, I do not know that anything that
would be acceptable could be done, par-
ticularly amongst the unions, to force the
metropolitan unemployed to work in
Northam.

I know it is deplorable. People are
crying "Poor mouth" and are claiming to
be In dire straits, but they will not accept
the temporary inconvenience of work in
these places. He mentioned Cunderdin
where accommodation at a reasonable pribe
is available. However, I notice he was too
shrewd to commit himself because he knew
what would befall him if he said that if
a Person refused to go to a place-X, Y,
or Z-he would have his benefit chopped
off. I imagine the Labor Party, the unions,
and everyone would rise up in great anger.

Mr. Davies: You do not subscribe to it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not sug-
gesting anyone should be directed to go
anywhere. The member for Northam
wants something like that.

Mr. Davies: He was drawing attention
to it.

Mr. Mclver: What about the iron ore
company when you were Minister? They
could not get anywhere at all and
asked the then Leader of the Opposition
to come down to their office so they could
get somewhere with the proposal they had.
What about that? Tell the House about
that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member
for Northamn is so far off beam It is un-
believable, and if he was told that he was
told a lie because no-one worked harder
than I did to make that a viable proposi-
tion.

Mr. Nalder: Hear, hear!
Mr. Mclver: You didn't do anything.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Northam knows nothing of the facts, and
if he brings forward the people concerned
I will tell them that they are telling lies.
I will also get many senior officers who
will tell him the samne thing because they
know what was done to try to make this
an economic proposition. The honourable
member knows what I did to try to make
it viable, even though it was not viable
on its own. He is completely mesnierised

by the Minister for Development and De-
centralisation and I remind him that he
still has 297 unemployed In Northam.

Mr. Mclver: Be factual.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am going by

the figures in the official list as at the
31st July.

I was hoping the Premier would refer to
my comments about the type of legislative
programme which the Government is fol-
lowing, and also the administrative pro-
gramme which I believe is scaring off indus-
try.

Reference was made by my colleague,
the Leader of the Country Party, to this
particular point but we have had no re-
sponse from the Government so we assume
it is committed to this programme of ad-
mninistrative and legislative action which is
the worst feature in scaring off industry,
and making industry nervous.

A letter will appear in tomorrow's
paper-and perhaps one should refer to
the fact that we have seen the early edition
of tomorrow's paper already-which deals
with the question of price control. It is
a very strong letter written by one of the
chambers in this city which, from my quick
reading of it, hits the nail on the head and
makes it jolly clear that that body wvill
support no part of this legislation. De-
spite what the Minister has said in this
House, that chamber has made it clear
that this type of legislation does scare. off
industry. It is no good telling the present
Government because it will not take any
notice.

Mr. Jamieson: The only thing which
scares off industry in this capacity
is your own attitude. Anybody who plays
the game does not have any problem.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are not fall-
ing for that.

Mr. Jamieson: You know it to be true.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister
says, "you play the game and we will not
be nasty to You!" However, people's ideas
vary, particularly with regard to the Min-
ister's type of Government.

Mr. Jamieson, The game you played
was pretty low too.

Sir CHLARLES COURT: The ethics on
the Minister's side are quite different
from ours and people will not fall for
this.

Mr. Jamieson: Trying to stop the in-
terests of the State is worse.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: When we raise
these issues we know that the Minister
for Works just cannot resist rising to the
bait.

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister for Works
has been very quiet tonight; he has left
you alone.



[Thursday, 17 August, 19721 22

Sir CHARLES COURT: He believes in
his party philosophy so fully he cannot
resist rising to the bait, one can see his
hackles go up. I will say quite frankly
that we on this side admire the way the
Minister sticks to his principles. There
is no doubt where he and Joe Chamber-
lain stand: they are opposed to everything
in which we believe. At least people under-
stand what the Minister believes in, and
it is not an atmosphere in which private
enterprise can function with confidence. I
think the Minister sums up my thoughts
more adequately than I can by his reac-
tion to this situation.

I have made my points in introducing the
motion. The public is thoroughly fed up
with the method of administration by this
Government.

Mr. Jamieson: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion is talking to the wrong people; he
should mix in a wider circle.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I reiterate: It
is not the so-called tycoons and "big
business", it is the rank and file of the
work force who are anxious and who want
a change of State Government. They want
to see an election tomorrow-and so do we.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayer-23
Mr. Blalkie Mr. N1alder
Sir David Brand Mr. O'Connor
Sir Charles Court Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Coyne Mr. Reid
Dr. Dadour Mr. Ridge
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Rushton
Mr. Grayden Mr. Stephens
Mr. Hutchinson Mlr. Williams
Mr. Lewis Mr. it. L. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. W. G. Young
Mr. MePharlin Mr. I. W. Manning
Mr. Mensaros (Teller

Noes-23
Mr. Bateman Mr. l-Tartrey
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Blickerton Mr. Jones
Mr. Brady Mr. Lapham
Mr. Brown Mr. May
Mr. Bryce Mr. Mctver
Mr. Burke Mr. Moller
Mr. Cook Mr. Se2weti
Mr. Davies Mr. A. it. Tonkin
Mr. H. D. Evans Mr. .1. T. Tonkin
Mr. rT n . Evans Mr. Harman
Mr. Fletcher (Teller)

Pairs.
Ayes Noes

Mr. Runciman Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Thompson Mr. Taylor

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Noes.

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION
CONVENTION

Appointment of Delegates: Council's
Message

Message from the Council received and
read as follows:-

The Legislative Council acquaints
the Legislative Assembly in reply to
Message No. 74 that it has considered

the invitation to participate in the pro-
posed Convention to review the opera-
tion of the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth of Australia and has agreed
to this proposal. It has further re-
solved to appoint the following memn-
bers to represent the Legislative
Council-

The Hon. W. F, Willese
The H-on. R. Thompson
The Hon. A. F. Griffith
The Hon. 1. G. Medealt
The Hon. L. A. Logan.

The Legislative Council agrees that
the Honourable the Premier be author-
ised to inform the Government of each
other State of the Commonwyealth, and
of the Commonwealth, of the resolu-
tion.

AGE OF MAJORITY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 11.51 p.m.

Thursday, the 17th August, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 pin., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North-
East Metropolitan-Lea der of tne H-ouse)
[2.35 p.m.]: I seek leave to tai;e questions
at a later stage of the sitting.

The PRESIDENT: Leave granted.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTS
SYMBOL BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. W. F. Willesee (Leader of the H-ouse),
and returned to tbe Assembly with am end-
ments.

LAND DRAINAGE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
THE RON. WV. r. WILLESEE (North-

East Metropolitan-Leader of the House)
[2.37 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Clause 2 of this Bill proposes an increase
in the value of minor works, from $1,000
to $5,000, which may be carried cut without
meeting the formalities required by the
Act in connection with major works-such
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